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Lilla, Mary Graydon and Lincoln, jr. Mr. 
Payne is a member of the C h d r  of Com- 
merce, of the Independent Order of Odd Fel- 
lows, the Benevolent and Protective Order 
of Elks and the Knights of the Maccabees. 
H e  has a public-spirited interest in the city 
and its progr&s and through the columns 
of his paper he has championed many meas- 
ures for the general good, exerting strong 
influence over public opinion in this way. 
g i s  career has been successful chiefly by 
reason of his natural ability and his thor- 
ough insight into the business in which as a 
young journalist he embarked. 

WILLIAM D. PORTER, M. D. 

Dr. William D. Porter for many years 
occupied a leading position in professiona1 
circles not only because of his skill as a 
practitioner but also because of a life that 
urould bear the closest investigation and 
scrutiny and that ever commanded esteem 
and good will. He was prominent among 
the representative citizens of Vermilion 
county and was numbered among the pion- 
eers of Blount township. His birth occurrec! 
in Kentucky March 25, 1826, and his death 
on the 20th of August, 1890. when he was 
sixty-four years of age. Many friends 
mournecl his loss. His parents were Seth 
and Cynthia (Davis) Porter, also natives 
of Kentucky. In their family were four 
sons and a daughter, three of the sons be- 
coming physicians. 

Dr. Porter of this review completed a 
literary course by graduation and aftenvard 
entered the medical department of the Uni- 
versity of Kentucky, at Louisville, in which 
he like\vise graduated. In 1863 he came to 
Vermilion county, settling in Higginsville, 

which at that time n-as a prosperous and 
growing village. He began his practice, 
however, in Brown county, Indiana, remain- 
ing for a number of years in that county-, to 
which his parents had removed. After com- 
ing to Vermilion county he opened his office 
and his practice extended 01-er a wide terri- 
tory. The night was never too dark or the 
weather too inclement for him to respond 
to a call from the sick and suffering. and 
his professional services \\-ere extended as 
readily to the poor as to the rich, eve11 
though there was no hope of any pecuniary 
reward. He formed a very \vide acquain- 
tance and the clualities of his manhood en- 
deared him to those with \\-horn he came in 
contact. 

I t  was in Vernlilion county that Dr. Por- 
ter formed the acquaintauce of Miss Phcebe 
Hollo\vay. and winning her hand in mar- 
riage they were joined in n-edlock on the 
28th of January, 1566. The lady \\-as born 
in Franklin cotmty, Ohio, January 25. 1833, 
a daughter of \Villiam and Eleanor (Will- 
fawn) Hollowaq-. Her father n-as a native 
of Maryland, ren~oving from the eastern 
shore of thatstate to Ohio, the mother be- 
ing born in the Buckeye state. She died 
when Mrs. Porter was only nine years of 
age and the daughter was left an orphan at 
fourteen. There were three daughters in 
the family, of whotn Mrs. Porter was the 
second, and is now the only survivor. IVhen 
she was a little maiden of five summers 
her parents removed from Ohio, settling in 
Warren county. Indiana and there the 
mother died. The father afterward came 
to Vermilion county, taking up his abode 
near Myersville, where he carried on farm- 
ing until his ~Ieath. Mrs. Porter then went 
to live with the family of'John Myers. a 
miller. for whom the town of IlIyersville 
\\-as named. She remained there and attend- 
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ed school ~lntil she reached womanhood. Her 
older sister had become the wife of George 
Crossman, xvho died, leaving two children, 
and Mrs. Porter then went to live with Mrs. 
Crossman, with whom she remained until 
her own marriage. Her younger sister, 
Mary, became the wife of J. H. Fairchild, 
a son of Timothy Fairchild, aria died Octo- 
ber 16, 1901, leaving a family of three 
daughters and one son, all of \vhom had 
reached adult age. The marriage of the 
Doctor and his wife was blessed with three 
children. Cynthia became the wife of A. 
C. Firebaugh, September 24, 1884, and to 
then1 were born five children : Glenn, Mary, 
Sellie, Ruth and 1Iossie. Eleanor was mar- 
ried in 1886 to Patrick Jordan, of James- 
burg, Ilinois. Mossie B. was married June 
25, 1893, to Daniel O'Brien, of Chicago. 

Dr. Porter \\;as one of the influential cit- 
izens and progressive men of the county. He 
was identified with the Indiana State Medi- 
cal Society and was recognized as an able 
representative of his chosen profession. Fra- 
ternally he was connected with the Masonic 
Lodge and the Independent Order of Odd 
Fello\vs, and at the time of his death he 
owned three hundred acres of very valuable 
farm land and thus provided his wife and , 

children with a good living. He was a 
model husband, a kind and loving father. 
a charitable and bene~olent man and a loyal 
friend. Mrs. Porter no\\- lives in a conl- 
fortable, pleasant home close to her chil- 
dren and grandchildren. She is a member 
of the Jlethoclist Episcopal church and has 
served as Sunday-sc11001 superintendent and 
is now co~lducting a class of young ladies. 
She has always looked upon the bright side 
of life and has done her part toward elevat- 
ing mankind, assisting in the care of the 
sick and helping the needy. Like her hus- 
band she has ever enjoyed the \\-arm regard 

of many friends and her many excellent 
qualities of heart and mind have endeared 
her to those among whom she has lived. 

I. Grant Davis \\-as born in Vermilion 
county, Illinois. June 10, 1863. and is a son 
of H e n q  V. and Catherine (Callahan) 
Davis. Henry LV. Davis \\-as the son of 
Henry Davis, \\-hose name appears else- 
where in this work in connection with the 
sketch of James Davis. Henq- I-. Dal-is 
was born September 2 j, 1819. and was mar- 
ried in February, 1843, to Mary -Inn Cope- 
land. By this union were born the follo\t-ing 
children : \Villiam E., who resides at Beat- 
rice. Sebraska. and has one child ; and Sarah 
E., ~ 1 1 0  has only one child li\-ing. Nr. 
Henry V. Davis was again married. his sec- 
ond \\-i fe being Catherine Callahan. She 
died September 13, 1893. By this union 
three children were horn : Oscar H. resides 
in Homer. Il!inois. He is in the grain busi- 
ness at 1Iarshfield. Indiana. and has four 
children-Chester, Katie. Harry and Frank, 
all at home. I. Grant Davis is the second 
child by the second union. George \\'. mar- 
ried Highley Robertson and resides five 
miles south\vest of Homer. Illinois. They 
have two children. Chester and Clara, 
Henry T-. Davis has made a distribution of 
his land among his children and retired to 
Homer. Illinois, in 1892. On the 5th of 
July. 1894. in Danville, he was married to 
Mrs. E. R. Thompson. They \vent to blis- 
sissippi. where they lived for three years, 
\\-hen the\- came back to Danville. where they 
are no~v living. Mr. Davis is a hale and 
hearty gentleman. well able to attend to his 
business affairs and he and his wife have a 
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comfortable home fitted up with every con- 
venience. 

I. Grant Davis attended school at Pleas- 
ant Valley, and afterward took the high 
school course at Champaign, Illinois. At an 
early age he drove a carriage in Charn- 
paign, during a period of two years. 
H e  then removed to a farm five miles 
south\vest of Homer, owned by his father. 
On this farm he remained for four years, 
when he removed to the old homestead 
farm where he now lives. On the 15th 
of February, 1883, he was married to Miss 
Mary E. Palmer, who was born in Homer, 
Decenlber 3, 1867. She is a daughter of 
Milb~zrn and Elizabeth (Miller) Palmer. 
The father was born &Iay 13, 1836, near 
Yellow Springs, Ohio, and the mother was 
born March 31, 1831, in Zurich, Switzer- 
land. They were married in Homer, Illi- 
nois, where Milburn Palmer purchased land, 
following agricultural pursuits, and where 
he still lives. In politics he is a Democrat, 
and he is a man of promiilence and influence 
in his community. Mrs. Davis, the wife of 
our subject, was one of a family of ten chil- 
dren, eight of whom are still living. Clar- 
ence married Mattie Stebbins and resides in 
Homer, Michigan. Alice is the xife of 
\Villiam Flaugher and resides in Anderson, 
Indiana. Mary E. is the wife of our sub- 
ject. Carl M. resides in Anderson, Indiana. 
Olive and Oliver (twins) are now deceased. 
Jacob resides in Homer, Illinois. Emma is 
a telephone operator of Homer, Illinois. 
Ellen G. is the wife of Walter Wood, of 
Homer. ,Ada also lives at Homer, Illinois. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Davis have been 
born three children: Mallie L., born De- 
cember 23, 1838 i Henry H., born April 13, 
I 891 ; and Palmer, born September 23, 1895. 
Mr. Davis has a large farm of two hundred 
and fifty-eight acres. This is one of the best 

in Vermilion county. He has rebuilt the old 
homestead and has now a very attractive 
home. This is situated on sections 6 and 7 
in Vance township. He is a pleasant and 
genial gentleman and has many friends. He 
belongs to the Baptist church and his wife 
to the Presbyterian. He is connected with 
the Masonic fraternity and a member of 
Homer Lodge, No. 199. He belongs to the 
Court of Honor, of which his wife is also a 
member. In politics he is a Republican. 
Every movement and masure intended for 
the welfare of his township, state or county, 
is heartily endorsed by Mr. Davis and to-day 
he is regarded as one of Vance ton-nship's 
leading agriculturists. 

IR-4 GROVER JONES. 

Ira G. Toiles is a retired farmer and capi- 
talist living in Ridgefarm. Seventy-six 
years have come and gone since he arrived in 
Vermilion county and the history of the pio- 
neer settlement of this portion of the state 
11-ould be incomplete without the record of 
Mr. Jones. who fro111 the earliest develop- 
nlent of the town has watched its growth 
and has been a prolnineilt factor in its s ~ ~ b -  
stantial improven.~etlt. lVheil Illinois was 
cut off froill the advantages and comforts of 
the older east by the unbroken prairies and 
rivers h i  were unbridgecl, he was 
brought to this county by parents who 
reared him amid hardships and trials of pio- 
neer life. 

The birth of Mr. Jones occurred in east- , 

ern Indiana, near Liberty, on the 11th of 
January. 1826, his parents being ,Aaron and 
Phoebe (?T7atkins) Jones. The father was a 
native of Kew Jersey and in his early boy- 
hood was taken by his parents to Fayette 
county, Pennsylvania, d le re  the family 
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home was established. The paternal grand- 
father of our subject was a soldier in the 
Re\-01:-~tionary war and valiantly fought 
11-ith the colonists in the struggle for inde- 
pendence. ,laron Jones was reared to man- 
hood in the Keystone state and after arriv- 
ing at years of maturity he wedded Phoebe 
IVatkins, 11-110 was a native of Fayette coun- 
ty. Pennsylvania. They became the parents 
of eleven children, but only one is no\!- liv- 
ing-Ira, of this review. In the year 1827 
Aaron Jones brought his family from Indi- 
ana to Edgar countj-, Illinois, and became 
cne of the earliest settlers of this locality, lo- 
cating at Quakers Point. There he rented 
land for two years, after 11-hich he entered 
a claim from the government at  the land 
office at Crawfordsx-ille. He paid for this 
the usual gover~lment price and a t  once be- 
ghn the cultivation and development of the 
farm. He erected a double log cabin with 
a clay chimney, a puncheon floor and a clap- 
board roof. ?'he nearest trading places at 
that time were Newport and Eugene, Indi- 
ana. The now flourisl~ing and attractive 
city of Danville ant1 the smaller cities and 
towns of Vermilion county \\-ere the11 but 
mere hamlets or had not yet sprung into es- 
istence. The work of improvement seemed 
scarcely begun ancl the most farsighted 
could not have dreanied of the rapid changes 
which \]-ere to occur and make this one of 
the garden spots of the great 3lississippi val- 
e .  "Father Jones." as he was called. was 
a very hospitable man and his home n-as al- 
ways open to the weary traveler, n-horn he 
entertained to the best of his ability. never 
accepting any pap for his trouble. his cour- 
tesy and his hospitality. 
- I t  was amid pioneer surrotlnclings that 
Ira G. Jones was reared. The only educa- 
tion v:hich he received was that afforded in 
one of tile primitive log schools of the day. 

Children set on slab benches, their feet rest- 
ing on a puncheon floor. There was an im- 
rnellse fireplace in one end of the room and 
the furnishings were of the most primitive 
character. The metods of instruction, too, 
\\-ere in keeping \\-it11 the building and the 
test books were limited. but n-hile his edu- 
cational facilities were meager 1Ir. Jones 
had ample training at fann 11-ork and it \\-as 
hart1 work at  that. for he assisted in the ardu- 
ous task of clearing and developing nen- 
land. 11-ell can he remember the spinning 
wheel at which his nlother worked for all 
the clothing used by the iamily was spun 
and \\-oven in the household. -1  den 
mold-board was used in plo~ving the fields 
and the other farm i~nplements bore little re- 
selnblalice to the improved machineq- which 
lessens and facilitates farm labor at the pres- 
ent day. 1I7ild game of all kinds was to be 
had in abundance, such as turke>-s. pigeons 
and prairie chickens, much larger game \\-as 
also killed, for deer still roamed over the 
prairies and venison furrlished n1any a meal 
for the early settler. 11-elves frequently 
made the night hi~leous \\-it11 their llo\~-ling 
and all around were. seen the evidences of 
frontier life. There \\-as. lio\vever. a spirit 
of good \\-ill, friendliness and I~elpfulness 
anlong the pioneers that is somen-hat lack- 
ing at the present da>-. They rejoiced in 
each others l~appiness and SJ-mpatliized in 
each others sorrows and the latchstring was 
all\-ays out. friends ant1 neigllbors being 
heartily 11-elcomed at the differelit pioneeer 
homes. 

1Ir.  Jones continued to I\-ork upon his 
father's f a rn~  ul-, to the time of his marriage, 
\vhich important event in his life was cele- . 

brated in Jul>-, 1855. He \\-edded Miss 
Rutli Counor and for iout-teen years they 
traveled life's journey together, but on the 
9th of Au,pst, 1569. she \\-as called to  her 
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final rest. She had become the n~other of 
seven children, but of this number only four 
are yet living: Exeline, George W., Rosa- 
lie and Seymour. 

On the 24th of November, 1871, Mr. 
Jones was again married, his second union 
being with Mrs. Rhoda J. Rice, the widow 
of James 31. Rice and a daughter of James 
F. \Veller, of El~vood township, Vermilion 
county. TJnto this marriage have been born 
four children, all sons : Pearl wedded ,411ie 
Davis and they reside in Ridgefarm, where 
he is engaged in the planing mill business. 
They have three children. Frank married 
Mollie Dubre and has one child. His llane 
is in Edgar county, Illinois, where he is en- 
gaged it1 farming. 13ertie died at  age of 
one year. Arthur married Nettie Cooke and 
they reside in Elwood township, hvhere he is 
devoting his energies to agricultural pur- 
suits. 

Througl~out the years of his active busi- 
ness career Mr. Jones engaged in farming. 
He worked industriously and energetically 
and was a progressive farmer who kept in 
touch with the advancement made in agri- 
cultural inlplen~ents and in the methods of 
tilling the soil. His untiring industry and 
capable managenlent proved the evidence of 
his success and as the years passed he added 
to his landed possessions until he is now the 
owner of almost three thousand acres of the 
rich, productive and valuable land of Ver- 
milion county. -211 this has been acquired 
entirely through his own labors. Froin early 
spring time until the crops were harvested in 
the late autumn he worked in the fields or 
superintended the operations of his farming 
interests as he advanceed in years and also 
made pro,gress in a financial way. Certainly 
such a life record is commendable and 
should sene  as a source of inspiration and 

encouragerne~~t to others who have to begin 
life as he did, empty handed. On April 14, 
1887, he retired from his home in E l \ v d  
township, removing to Ridgefarm, where he 
has since resided. 

In politics Mr. Jones is a stalwart and 
earnest Republican who has given his sup- 
port to the party since its organization and 
has been active in its councils. He  has served 
as highway comn~issioner, as road overseer 
and as school trustee and has also been a 
member of the city council of Ridgefarm. 
In matters pertaining to the general good he 
has ever borne his part and in public office 
has clischarged his duties with promptness 
and fidelity. Mr. Jones has now passed the 
seventy-seventh mile-stone on life's journey. 
His life has been one of honor as well as of 
industry and wherever he is known he is held 
in the highest esteem. H e  has a very wide 
acquaintance gained through his long resi- 
tlence in Vermilion county. His menlory 
goes back to the time when this section of 
the state was hut sparsely settled, when Indi- 
ans still visited the district, for it was sev- 
eral years after the arrival of the family be- 
fore the Black Hawk war occurred. The 
land was yet unclainled for the uses of the 
white man, only here and there was a set- 
tlenlent to show that the representatives of 
the white race had made their way into this 
district. Mr. Jones can relate many inter- 
esting incidents of those early days and takes 
pleasure in recalling events which occurred 
at that time and yet, he does not live in the 
past, but still maintains an active interest in 
the present and rejoices in what Vermilion 
cotti~ty has acconlplished. He  certainly de- 
serves mention as one of its leading agricult- 
urists and his life record proves what splen- 
did advantages Illinois offers to the wide- 
awake and energetic farmer. 
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Deeply engrave11 on Dans-ille's roll of 
fame is the naille of \I-illiam Sten-art. By 
the deatlz of this llonorable and upright cit- 
izen the community sustained ail irreparable 
loss and was depi-is-ed of the presence of one 
~vhom it had coille to look upon as a p a r -  
dian, benefactor and friend. Death often re- 
illoves froill our nliclst those n-110111 11-e can 
ill afford to spare, n-hose lives have been al! 
that is eseillplarj- of tlle true. and tilereby 
really great, citizen. Suc11 a lllall was 3Ir. 
Stewart. 11-hose \\-hole career, both business 
and social, sen-ed as a ~llodel to the young 
and an i~~spi ra t io l~  to the aged. During a 
long aild successful commercial life, char- 
acterized by enterprise. he ever maintainecl 
an enviable repmation ior the highest lloilor 
and principle, and no un\\-orthj- deed or 
11-ord e\-er 1ini;ed itself l\-ith his name. 
Through the conduct of important business 
affairs he contributecl lat-geiy to the general 
prosper it^+^ and no citizen of Illinois ever 
illade better or  nlol-e unuste~~tatious use of 
his acc~imulations. Dan1-ille in many ~vays 
profited by his prosperity and the \\-elfare 
and upbuilding of tlle city n-ere \-erj- dear to 
his heart. 

I17i!lialn Steu-art \\-as 1101-11 in 130 'Xess, 
Linlithgo\vsliire. Scotland. January 26, 
1840, a soil of Thomas aild -Anna (1-oung) 
Stell-art. n-110 11-ere also natives of the lailtl 
of the heather and were there married. The 
father e1:pged in teaching in the schools of 
Scot!ancl, but foi-ty-fi\-e years ago he \\-as 
called to his final rest arid his wife died 
tu-elve years ago. In their famil!- n-ere s i s  
children. 

The subject of this re\-ien- pursued his 
early education in the schools o i  his 11ati1-e 
town and after\\-ard contiilued his studies 
in Glasgon- until fifteen !-ears of age. \\-hen 

34 

he put aside his textbooks to become a 
factor in the business ~vorld. KO special 
ad\-antages surrounded him in his youth, 
save that n-hich comes as an inheritaiice 
from llonorable parentage. H e  salt- the 
necessity of pro\-iding ior his 011-n support 
ancl began learning the trade of a machinist 
and engineer, \\-orkir~g as an apprentice for 
seveil !-ears ant1 aftern-3rd as a j ounleyman 
in S~oiln~lt l  for a s11o1-t time. -4. young rnan 
of t I\-ent>--t n:o years. ile carne to -\meria 
i l l  the h l l  of 1861. to enjoy the broader 
business oppor:unities of the nen- ivorld. 
Q a k i i ~ ~  his way 11-es:??-3rd to Fort 11-a>-ne, 
Intlia~:a, he secured employme~lt in the 
11-abash .Qailrr~nd shops nntl becoming fore- 
l l lr t~l  lle remaiile.rl there for elel-en pears. 
His success \\.as undoubtedlj- largely due to 
his per;is:e:~cy oi  purpose ant1 his tllorough 
understanding of the \vork in which as a 
young irntles~l~an lie embai-ket':? his efi- 
cienc!- rendering his labors o l  value to those 
1)j. \\-honl hc \\-as empio!-ed. 

I\-hile in Fort \\-a!-ne l t r .  Stewart \\-as 
unjtetl in mni-singe to Miss liar!- Diclcey, a 
natil-e ,of Scotlantl ant1 a daughter of Rob- 
ert and Ellen (Cell) llickey, ~ v h o  were 
!)or~i, I-eared nlitl ~r~ari-iecl in Scotlantl and 
cnme to :\merica in 1850. The father fol- 
lo\\-ed far:ni~ig in eal-l!- life ancl in Fort 
\1-a!-ne 11e I\-2.5 en~plo!-etl as a boiler-maker. 
For the past tu-ent~- years he has lived re- 
tired aac! he am1 his viife no\\- make their 
11onle in 1-01-t \\-n!-~~e. I11 tl~eir family \\ere 
eight children. 1Ir. DickeJ- is a niember 
of the 1\lasonic fraternit!- ancl his political 
sul~port is gi\-en the Republican party. 

Mr. Stel\-art resitlet1 in Fort \ \ -aye,  
Intliai~a. fro111 tile time of his marriag-e un- 
til January, 1%;. \.-hen he came to Danville' 
and \\-as made foreman of the machine de- 
partment of n-  at is nail- the Chicage & 
Easter11 Illiilois Railroad at this place- 
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. I lirec ye:tss later 11e resigne(1 liis 1)osition 
to enter ul)oil ;in i~i(lepeii(le~it busincss 
career, p~ircli:~si~ig ;LII interest iri the 1Cey- 
~lulcls founclry. \vliicl~ \v;is tllc~l a sillall co~i-  
tern. Not Io~ig ;iftcr Ile 1)ouglit o u t  Mr. 
Kcyt~ol(ls' intcrcst. 111 r S7S :i clis;lstrous 
fire occurrctl :i11(1 J'lr. Stc\v;lrt lost much 
tllat Ire 11;icl ~)rcvio~rsly savetl, I ~ u t  with 
s t u ~ ~ t  11c:lrt ;inti strolig tlclenili~l:~tioii he set 
to \vc )rk tc I sctricvc llis lost l)osscssions. 
, . l 11c II:LIIIC c ) f  t l ~ c  L ' I I ~ C ~ I ) I - ~ S C  LV;LS cIi:~11ge(1 
t o  tllc Stc\v;irt L;out~(lry &L l;I:lclli~ic C:OIII- 
l):ir~y ;i11c1 i l l  I SO L tllc 1)11si11ess LV;LS i~lcor- 
por';~tctl 1111{la- tllc II:UIIC o f  lllc 11;~11villc 
L:otu~clry 8~ X.lacl~i~ie C ' O I I I ~ ; L I I ~ ,  t l l ~  stocli- 
liol(lc~.s I ) c . i ~ g  \Villia11i Stew;lrt a~lcl 1 ,. 11. 
('l1eslc.y. [ .JII(~cI- tllc c::~p:tl)lc I I I : ~ I I : ~ ~ ~ I I I ~ I ~ ~  

of Mi-. Stc\\:;~st t l ~ c  I)iisi~~css l)rosl)crccl 1111til 
it I)cc;i~~lc t l ~ c  Ic;ltling i11tli1stri;ll co~~cc rn  o i  
t11is city, f ~ i r ~ ~ i s l ~ i ~ ~ g  ~ I I I ~ ) ~ O ~ I I I ~ I I ~  to I I I : I I I ~  

\vor1;111c11. 'I'lle 1)I;i11t \vas co1iti1111;iIly ell- 
1;~rgccI 1111 t i l  i t  c~) \~csc( l  [I )III- ; I C I - ~ S  ; I I I ( I  t11e 
; L I I I I I I : L ~  011tco11ic is 11o\v very c s t c ~ ~ s i \ ~ c ,  ~ I I C  
~)ro(l~ic!s 1)ci11g st tli1-011g.11( hilt !11e lc11i~11 
X I I ~ I  I ) I - C : L ~ I ~  oi  1 1 1 ~  I:LII(I. 

! U ; L I I ~  ot11c1- ~ ~ ~ ~ t c r ~ ) r i s c s  o i  i~lll)ort:~~l~:e 
i l l  t l ~ c  1)11si11i~ss ~ l c \ ~ ~ ~ l o ~ ) ~ ~ ~ c ~ ~ t  ;111cl l)rosl)c~-i ty 
o i  I ) ; i~~villc sc.cci \,ctl t l ~ c  co--ol)cr;ltio~~. al- 

C O I I S ; ~ ~ ~ I ~ ~ C I I ~  ;111tl (lirect ; ~ s s i s t : ~ ~ ~ ~ e  o i  Nr .  
I I - t .  I lc \\.;IS i~itcl-c.slctl i l l  t l ~ c  I ):i~~villc 
S t  I C ' O I I ; I I ,  I l ; i ~ i l l c  I<lectsic 
1,igIit C ' O I I I I ) : \ I I ~  ;i11(1 1 ~ ; ~ s  011c oi tile stoc1;- 
l~ol(lc~-s i11 tllc l);~~i\ . i l l t!  l::iir . \ s s c ~ i ; ~ t i o ~ ~ .  
J le 11:1cl \ ~ : I I I I ; ~ I ) I C  ~-c;il-c~st;~tc lioI(li11gs l1c.r~ 
1 I I ~ I  f i r  l i t  I 1 1 l i 1 1 i .  'l'lle cs- 
t e ~ ~ t  ; i r ~ c l  i~ l t l )o~- t :~~~cc .  ( t i  his i~~\.c-st~lic~lts i l i t l i -  

catc i l l  ;I ~ i i c ; i s~~rc  the t lepce ot' I~is succ.c.ss. 
1-lis I)i-osl)critv c:111ic as tlic rc.\v:~rtl of ;l liie 
t)f i~ltIust~-y, guitlctl 114' sou~ltl jrrt lg~i~et~t atitl 
absolute iitlelity to tlic etllics of co~ii~~iercinl 
trrulsactiu~ls. 

1:ntc) hlr. ant1 Jlrs.  Ste\vnrt \vns hx-11 

onc chiltl. Ilelen 13. S.. tlie ivife of I,. ;I. 

- - - . - .. . . -- --- 

('lleslc.~.. ?'l~e>. ;ilsv Ila(l a niece ant1 atloptetl 
1 l t 1  L1i:ilctli . ~ I I - .  Stc\yart \\as 
;i ~)roiiii~ictlt ll:lsou, 1)citig 111a(le a nle~nl)er 

t11c orclcr so011 :iftc~- 111s :irsi\.:il i l l  11;111- 

\.ilk, \\,l~ilc < 'liic:tgc Ilc I-ecei\-ctl tlic cc ,11- 
sistc )I-\. (Icgsces. I le :iIso 1)cloligecl t o  the 
l1l~lc~~cll~lcllt ~)r( lc l-  o f  ( )(l(i I ~ ~ I I O \ \ ~ S  :tll(l I1e 
:i!iili:itctl \\,it11 t1:e l '~-csI)j~tc~-i;i~~ ~IIIII-ell. 
l<e~)~il)lic:iti i l l  i ~ i s  l)olitic:il f:~itIl .  lle st:111~11l~- 
e ~ l ( l ~ ~ - s c ( l  tile 1~11- t j .  ; ~ 1 1 ( l  for t111-ee te1-111s lie 
scr\.ccl ;is :I 11lc111l)cl- oi the city cou~lcil of 
I ) ;~~i \~ i l lc ,  : i l t l~o~~gl~ t l ~ e  :tic1 \vl~icli 11c sell- 
(lcrc(1 t ( )  tile tit!, \\,;is 11s11:~lly ~1110~1ici:il. 
I )c:ll ] ] I - (  )grcss \v;ls :1 c;Lllse 1110st (1e;Ll- to 
I I ~ I I I  ;11ic1 11e rcjoicecl IIC;LI-~~~!. i l l  tllc ~111)- 
s~:t~iti :~l i ~ ? ~ l ) r o \ ~ c ~ i ~ c ~ ~ t  o f  1~:~11viIlc ; L I I ( I  coli- 
1 ~-il)t~tctl ~ I I  ,el-\ 1:11-gc I1lc;lsurc tc 1 its ull- 
l ) ~ ~ i l ( l i i ~ g .  l ) c i ~ ~ g  i( )r 111a11y yc:~i-s ;ISS( ,ci:lte(l 
\ \ , i t 1 1  ;i1111ost every i ~ ~ i l ) s o \ . c ~ ~ ~ c ~ ~ t  11~1-c ~ii;~(lc.  
I Ic 11,;~s t.01111cctct1 \\.it11 tllc ol)cr;i I~o~isc.  t l ~ c  
citv 11:ill ;111cl otllcr 1)~tI)lic 1)11iI(li11gs, ; L I I ~  tlie 
1)ul)lic lil)r;~sy i ~ u ~ l ( l  i l l  lli111 ;L \v;11-111 iric11~1. 
I le ii.:~s 1;11-g-c4!- ~ I I ~ ~ ~ ~ I I I I C I I ~ : ~ ~  i l l  .sccti~-i~~g t11e 
c s t : ~ l ) l i s l ~ ~ ~ l c ~ ~ t  o i  tllc Soltlicrs' 1 l o ~ n c  Ilcrc 
;111(1 11is :lit1 \\,:ls 11c~vc1- s o ~ i ~ l ~ t  i l l  \.ail1 1v11c11 
t llc c ,l~jcc.t \\.:is t l ~ c  I )ct tcrlllc~it c ) f  l )~~l ) l ic  c011- 
( l i t  io~ls Iic.1-c. 1 lc \\,;is ;l III :LII  Oi (lccp ;~iltl 
C Y I I - I ~ C S ~  I I : L ~ I I I - ~ ~ ,  ,) i ~ t ~ : ~ t l  i;lst I ) I I I -~)OSC ;111~1 1111- 

i;iItcsi~~g l i ~ l c ~ l i t  v to \ v l ~ : ~ t  I I C  1<11e\\- to lje 
rig.11t. I ! c  111;1clc 110 IOII(I  l ) t - ~ ~ i ~ s s i o ~ i s  oi  his 
scligio~ls i;~itli. I)ut I I C  I)clic\.c~l ;111tl trusted 
i l l  tllc S I I ~ ) ~ ( ~ I I ~ : I C \ . -  oi  ( ; o t l  a11t1 f rcc~ue~~t ly  re- 
~)c:~tccl tllc lirst iiitcci~ \.crses of the io~i r -  
t t ' c ~ ~ t l ~  cll;ll)tc~ o f  Jo1) i l l  a Scotcli p;lral)l~i-ase, 
tc:1i-I~i~~g o i  1ii:11i's i!iort:~lity ;lli(l sill? :11icI 

tll;lt I~ i s  I)otly \vo~~lt l  nrisc ngaitl :uitl lie 
u.oultl : I ~ ) ~ ) c ; I I -  I)ciol-e ( iotl. Of lliril it might I)e 
s;ii(l ;is it \\,;is o f  ~ ~ o l ~ l s ~ i i i t I < s  "vi11:lge pi-each- 

. . 
c-I- t11:~t "c'c.11 I~ i s  f;lili~lgs len~ictl to virtue's 
sitlt..," for lie \\:as cliaritnble nlrnost to n 
fault ant1 :lltliougli liis \\.as a most active 
I~i~si~less  life he nl\\.nys li:itl time to listen 
p:~tieiitly atit1 sytnpathetically to a tale of 
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real distress. In  his giving. honever, he 
\vas unostentatious, nor did he believe in 
i~ldiscrimi~late giving \vhich often fosters 
vagrancy. EIis donations relieved genuine 
distress and many times \\-ere of marked 
\-alue in enabling a lnan to gain a start i11 
the l~usiness \I-orltl. H e  was a l n - a ~ s  glad 
of an opportunity to recognize and re!\-ard 

. faithfulness on the part of his employes, by 
\vhom he was held in the greatest admira- 
tion ancl respect. 

I .  Stenart  passed away a t  eight 
(~'clrick 011 \Vednesday morning. 1Iay 29. 
1901, ant1 on I - r i t lv  afternoon he was laid 
to rest in Spring Hill cemetery of Dam-ille. 
His liie record covered sisty-one years. He  
ha(l used \\-ell tlie talents which had bee12 
entrustetl to him and had accomplishetl 
niuch in his earthly pilgrimage of three 
score years. lt7ien.ed fro111 any stantlpoint 
his life 111igl1t ivell be callecl successful. He  
an1:tssetl a s~ le~ l t l id  fortune, but he never 
allo\ve(l the accumulation of wealth to in 
any \Yay \varp his kindly and genial nature 
anrl the sterling rectitude of his character 
\1,01i him tlie honor and esteerll of men. 

'L'I-IOSIA\S I!. C-\STLESI-\S.  

I11 the pron~otion ant1 atlvancement of 
the \\.or111 in all the normal lines of liunnan' 
progress and civilization there is no factor 
\vIiich has esercised a more potent influence 
than t l ~ e  press, \vhich is I>oth the director ant1 

0 

tlie mirror of pill~lic opinion. \-errnilion 
county has been si.q~ally favored i11 the char- 
acter of its ne\vspa!)ers \\-hich have heen \-i- 
tal, enthusiastic ancl progressive. ever aim- 
ing to advance the interests of this favored 
section of the country and aiding in laying 
fast and sur>e t!le foutldations of an enlight- 

ened conimon\\-ealth, to further the ends of 
justice and to uphold the banner of Illinois. 
In all of these matters the Dan~i l l e  Press has 
bee11 among the foremost papers of the 
county ant1 Thomas P,. Castleman, its mana- 
ger. is a \\-ell i.;no\\-n iactor in journalistic 
circles. 

1Ir .  Castleman n-as born in Clark coun- 
t - ,  1-irginia. a son of 11-illiam -4. and ..Inn 
Ii. (i Isler) Castle~nan, ~ v h o  n-ere also natives 
of the Old Don~iilion. The father \\-as a 
farnler ancl rnercha~lt of Clark count\-, Vir- 
ginia. and also served as judge. H e  died in 
I 884 at  the age of sevent!--four years, but 
the mot!ler of our subject is still li\-ing. 
The!- 1)ec:itne the parents of eleven children 
n-110 reached manhood or n-omanhood and 
of this number se1:en are yet living, Thornas 
B. 1)eing :he third in orcler of birth. 

In  Eerryville -\cadem!-, of 1-irginia, 
Thomas E. Castleman pursued his educa- 
tion. con-lpleting his sclirml course in 1867. 
H e  afterivartl engaged in farming in his na- 
tire state wntil 1870    hen he came to the 
\vest. estal>lishing his Ilome in Danville in 
that year. Here he entered the e m p l o ~  of 
I.\-illiam Hessey as bookkeeper and subse- 
clue~~tly acceptetl a siii~ilar position ~v i th  the 
firm or \I-iiliam 1Iann & Cornpan!- \\-it11 
1v111,m he coritinuetl fchr seven years. Later 
lie engagetl in (lealing in men's fur~lisliing 
gootls fur three yea]-5, niter \vhicIi he entered 
the postoftice as maii clerk. capably serving 
in that capacity for four years. The Tear 
ISSS was spe!lt as citv editor of the Dan- 
\-ille Press ant1 he the11 became bookkeelxr 
for the Iiellyville Coal Cornpan!-. In  the 
vear 1891 he acted as clerk in the state legis- 
lature ant1 in 1894 he \\-as assistant postmas- 
ter of Danville. acting in that capacity under 
John Eearcl until 1897, \\-hen he became sec- 
retar!-. solicitor and local manager for the 
Danville Press, a position which he 
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now ho!ds. In  June, 1901, he also 
became a member of the board of 
review of Vermilion county, and is 
now acting in that position. In his political 
afiliatiom he is an old school Democrat. 
H e  is not bitterly partisan, and in fact is 
liberal or, political matters believing it policy 
to  maintain favorable conditions rather than 
to i n a ~ ~ ~ i r a t e  changes. In the year 1889 he 
was elected city treasurer of Danville. 

1Ir.  Castleman !~olds membership in 
Olis-e Branch Lodge, S o .  138, F. & -4. AI., 
of \\-hich he is a past master, and he also be- 
longs ~o the Be~zevolent and Protective Or- 
der of Elks. In  187 j he married Harriet 
Du Puy, of Flemingsburg-, Iientucky, and 
unto theal have bee11 born three children, 
iVilliam D., Estelle SI. and Irene -4. 

J O H S  IVILLI_I1\IS. 

John I\iillian~s, 1101~ deceased, was a 
man respected for his sterling traits of 
charzcter ant1 at his death the conln~unity 
lost a valued citizen. H e  was born in Har- 
rison cotu~ty, Ohio, Septelllber 29, 1832, a 
son of Sathan and Sarah (Hoopes) IVill- 
iams, who in the spring of 1854 came to 
Vermilion county. They belonged to the 
Society of Friends and the father \\-as a 
preacher of that denomination. 

John IVilliams n-as a young man of 
t~l-enty-tu-o years \\-hen he arrived in Ver- 
milion county to face pioneer conditions 
and assist in the development of this region 
fro111 a frontier district to an advanced state 
of cil-ilization. H e  engaged in breaking 
prairie and in farming and during the third 
year after his arrival he entered three hun- 
dred and twenty acres of land on section 12, 

Prairie Green tou-nship, Iroquois county. 

There 11e lived for seventeen years. For 
several years he was engaged in the grocery 
business and then removed to his farm 
south of Hoopeston, carrying on agricult- 
ural pursuits t~ntil, on account of ill health 
he retired from business life and purchased 
a honle in Hoopeston, where he spent his 
re~naining days. 

0 1 2  the 13th of October, 1838, 3Ir. Will- 
iams was uxitetl in marriage to Elnora 
Shankland, \vho was born in 1841 and died 
February 23, 1864. They had three chil- 
dren. but all had passed away before 3Ir. 
\\-illiams ~ v a s  a secorld time married. On 
tlle 13th of --ILI~us~,  1S67, Jennie 11. Har-  
IT-ood became Iiis ~ ~ - i f e .  She I\-as born -April 
7. 1844. They had two children \-rho died 
in infancy ancl there are two \\-I10 110~1- sur- 
vive : Sel!ie, the ~vife of J. E. IVhitconlb, of 
Hoopeston, ant1 Josephine, the ~vi ie  of 
1\Iont Tl'olvertm. Nrs. JYilliams 11-as borr! 
in East Rnpert, Ver~lloi~t, in 1844 and canle 
alone to Illinois, l~eing inarried in IVatseka 
in 1867. 

For many years 3Ir. IYilliams was a 
meml)er of the Christian c h ~ ~ r c h  and tlirougll 
a long per-iocl sen-ed 2s one of its elders. 
H e  took a very active interest in cllurch ancl 
Sundaj--school ~vork and his \vido\v 1101~ 

attends the Christian cl~urch, although slle 
is a lllelllber of the Congregational church. 
For some years prior to his death Mr. IVill- 
ianls \\-as an invalid and at length passed 
away at his home in Hoopeston on the -37th 
of January, 1902, his renlains being inter- 
red in Floral Hill cemetery. His life was 
ever honorable and upright ancl all n-ho knew 
him respected him for his genuine worth. 
H e  served as assessor of Prairie Green 
to:vnship for four or five consecutive years 
and in all life's relations he was found true 
to the trusts reposed in him and to prin- 
ciples of upright manhood. Alh-s. Iliilliams 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



THE BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 87 r 

no\\- 01~11s a farm in Indiana and her pleas- 
ant home in Hoopeston, so that she is com- 
fortably situated in life. An earnest Chris- 
tian v:oman her inHuence is alu-ays on the 
side of irnprol-e~llent, progress, truth ancl 
the right. She belongs to the 11-omen's 
Christian Temperance Union and is 11-ell 
kno\\-11 in temperance ancl church circles. 

IS;?_iC 11. REES. 

Isaac AT. Rees. n-110 is engaged in agri- 
cultui-2.1 pcrsuits 011 sectioil 26. El\\-ood 
to\\-nsl~ip. near liitlgefarin, \!-as born near 
Vern~il ic)~~ GI-o\-e ill this co~ult\-, Sol-eml~ei- 
28. 1840. Ilis pa~-ellts being Jollll ant1 Sus- 
annah ( nilion) Rees. In the year IS jo his 
pase11ts al-r-i~-etl in 1-errnilion count!- and 

7 - n-ere rllarrietl here. 1 hey caille with tn-eat!-- 
tn-o ot11el.s \\-130 11-ere members of clle Society 
of 1;rientls or <_)c:tkers ant1 to tliat faith the>- 
al\\-a>-s adhered. The father \\-as a farmer 
by occupltion a~itl  cai-ried on agricultural 
purs~i ts  neqr Kidgefanl~. thus l,ro~-itling for 
liis i'nl??ii~-. I\-ilich numbered seven children. 
r 7 I l-iese are. l ' l ~ o ~ ~ i n s  C.. non- deceased: Mrs. 
i2etl;any Hiatt. \\-!lo resides in Tei-re Haute. 
Tlitlixtln: Airs. Jane \\-allace, of Cartliage, 
3lissouri: !2ines S.. of 1-en.bul-g. Oregoil: 
Mrs. El!a S. T\-eelis. of Sapulpa. Iiltlian 'Ter- 
ritory : 2nd 111-s. Mary Gulick. of Cushing. 
O l i l a l ~ ( ~ ~ ~ .  'The fatiler cliecl ill the year 
183;. ant1 \:-as sui-1-i\-ed 1))- the mother for 
thirtj--seven years. 

In tal;ing up the personal history of 
Isaac 11. Rees. n-e present to our readers one 
~ 1 1 0  has a n icle acquaii~tance in 1-em~ilion 
count!-. H e  i~ursireci his eclucation in the 
pu1:lic schools anrl was rearecl in the usual 
n~ant:er of farmer Ito~-s, assisting materially 
in the tiel-elopment of his mother's !ant1 after 
liis father's death. On the 10th of Decem- 

ber. 1868, he was united in marriage to Miss 
-1ramiata llills, a daughter of Il'illiam and 
Hannall lIil!s. She was bum about a mile 
and a half west of l'eril~ilioi~ Grove and is a 
representative of the prornineilt and \\-ell 
kilo\\-n liil!s fanlily that \\-as established in 
\ r e r n ~ i l ~ o ~ ~  county a t  a \-ery early day in its 
i~istor!-. \vl:en the Indians ~ e r e  far more 
numerous than tl?e 11-hite settIers in this por- 
tion of the state. Unto the parents of l i r s .  
Rees \\-ere born t\~-el\ e children. nine of 
11-hoin renclleci !-ears of maturitj- and are still 
!iving, I\ei!lg usefui anrl representztive citi- 
zen.; of t!le co:l:~mi~llit>-. Like her husband 
Xrs. Rces I\ as edrrcated i11 :he prrblic scllools 
ant1 I)!- her- marriage she 112s becoine the 
mother of five chilclren. E1:;orj- J. I\ as mar- 
ried I>ece;~~l)er 28, ~ S g l .  to Deborall Gor- 
man, arlcl they \vent ns n~issionar!es to Jo- 
Iiannasi)u~-g. -Africa. I\-illian~ -4.. 11-110 is 
Iii-r~lg- at 1-er-lnilion GI-o\-e. 1na1-1-iecl -idella 
_A. Con-inloi:~. 111-s. Oli\-e ?\-alti~all is the 
I?-ife oi  -\.. J. \\-althall, a fariner of Quaker, 
I~~tl iana.  ant1 they ha\-e tn-n chiltlren. 3IiIo 
E. is n stutlellt il l  Penn College at Oskaloosa, 
lo\\-a : anc1 -1ilna S.. \\ho co~nl>letes the fain- 
il!-. is still at !lome. 

31s. n:ltl 1lrs. Rees ljegan their domestic 
life in the ~,- ici i~i t~-  of lticig-efarn;. I\ here they 
lii-ecl ior 5: e !-ears or mol-e. ant1 tile11 re- 
mo\-eel to Cil:~:x])aig~~ count\-. \\-here they re- 
mai~letl for ninetee!] years. On the ezpira- 
tion ~ 7 f  t!?;~t periotl the!- cnine to their pi-esent 
hor;lc o:! .;ectiorl 26. El\\ ootl to\\-nship. Here 
the>- no\\- lil-e ha!);)ii!- ancl comfortal>l!-. our 
sui~ject c!e:-nting ]?is energies to general ag- 
ricult~iral purs:~its with the result that he is 
antlual!~- addirlg to his capital. He is n pro- 
gressil-c ngr-ici~lturist. a c!niet. unassuming 
?rial?, an(! n citizen of 1-alue. He nlntlifested 
his lo!-alty td his countr!- at the time of the 
Civil n-ar b ~ -  putting aside all business and 
personal considerations and offering his aid 
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to the Union. H e  enlisted on the 22d of 
July, 1862, as a member of Company A, 
Seventy-ninth Illinois Volunteer Infantry, 
and he afterward served with Company H, 
of the First United States Veteran Volun- 
teer Engineers, continuing with that com- 
mand until mustered out, about the close of 
the mar on the 27th of June, 186;. When 
the war was over and the country no longer 
required his services, he received an honor- 
able discharge and returned to his home t o  
again take up the work of the farm which he 
has since followed. He  has taken an active 
interest in education and for many years 
served as a school director. He  belongs to 
the Society of Friends, and in his political 
faith is a Prohibitionist, having long been an 
ardent advocate of the cause of temperance. 
I n  fact his life has ever been one in harmony 

upright principles and he has favored 
every measure and movement calculated to 
uplift his fellow men and advance the cause 
of morality in t!le conlillunity where he 
makes his home and believes that in severing 
his connection ~vi th the Republican party in 
1888 he compron~ised none of the original 
principles of t11;l.t party as a party of prog- 
ress and reform. 

The name of Judge Jacob IV. IVilkin is 
insel~arably associated with the history of 
jurispntdence in Illinois and no man has 
been more respected in the state and none 
more highly deserved the honor that has 
been besto\ved upon him. H e  is now serv- 
ing as one of the supreme judges of the com- 
mon\vealth and his ability makes him one of 
the most capable jurists that ever graced the 
c o u e  of last resort. The Judge was born in 

Licking co~nty ,  Ohio, in June, 1837, and is 
a son of Isaac and Sarah (Burner) 'CV-ilkin, 
natives of Virginia. Soon after their mar- 
riage they removed to Ohio, settling in Lick- 
ing county, and in 1845 they became resi- 
dents of Crawford county, Illinois, where the 
father engaged in farming. Prior to his ar- 
rival in this state, however, he had followed 
contracting ant1 building. His life record 
covered eighty-one years, while his wife 
passed away at the advanced age of eighty- 
five, both dying- in Marshall, Clark county, 
where they were living retired. In their 
family were nine children, six sons and three 
daughters, of whom four are yet living, but 
the Judge is the only one who resides in 
Danville. One brother and a sister are liu- 
ing in Robertson, Crawford county. and 
this brother, H. 0. Wilkin, is filling the posi- 
tion of circuit clerk there. The sister, Mrs. 
Mary M. Coulter, is a ~vido\v. The other 
brother, Rev. M. T. jVilkin, is a minister of 
the Methodist c!lurch, no~v preaching in Ur- 
bana, Illinois. 

Wl~en a lad of eight years Juclge IVilkin 
was brought to Illinois by his pare~lts and at- 
tended school in Crawford county. He aft- 
erward l~ecame a student it1 AfcKenclree 
College in St. Clair county, Illinois, and was 
thus pursuing his literary education 11-hen 
the Civil 11-ar broke out. Deeply interested 
in the questions ~vhich involl-ecl the country 
in the struggle and most loyal to the Union 
cause, he offered his services to the govern- 
ment, enlisting in Marshall, Clark county, as 
a memher of Company R, One Hundred and 
Thirtieth I!linois Volunteer Infantry, under 
Colonel Xathaniel P. Miles, the regiment 
being assiyned to the Thirteenth Army 
Corps. With his command the Judge par- 
ticipated in the battles preceding the siege of 
Vickshurg and in the campaign which was 
followed by the surrender of that southern 
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strong!zold. He was on detached sen-ice at  
General Grant's headquarters for sometime 
dnring t l ~ e  siege and he was also in the Red 
River campaign. during which he partici- 
pated in the battle of Sabine Cross Roads 
and other engage~nents. He also aided in 
the siege of Spanish Fort, in the campaign 
against Fort Elakely and in other move- 
ments of the a r m -  in that district of the 
south. He had en!istecl in the spring o i  
1862. n-as n?usteretl in in --Iusst of the same 
year and in the fall of I 865 he received an 
horlorable rtischharge. having b.een in the 
army for more than three Fears. He joined 
his company as a prirate but n-as soon ait- 
ern-arc1 commissioned its captain and lvhen 
mustered out helcl the rank of major of the 
One Hmidred and Thirtieth Illinois Regi- 
ment. n hich n-as a consolidatio~l of the old 
One Hundrecl and Thirtieth and the Sev- 
ent~--seventh Regiments. JVit11 his com- 
nland Ile was mustered out at Mobile and re- 
ceived Ilis tliscllai-ge at Springfield, Illinois. 

Fol!on-ing his return to civil life Judge 
\.i7ilkin took up the study of law  under the 
direction of Jutlge Scllolfield, a distin- 
guished men~ber of the Illinois bar and a 
jurist of pron:inence. In 1866 he was ad- 
mitted to the bar and he began practice in 
Alarshall. Clark county. -1s a partner of his 
fornler preceptor he practiced from 1867 ml- 
ti1 1873. 311d in the iatter year the dissolution 
of the business relatioilship was brought 
about by the election of Juclge Scholfield to 
the supreme benci~. Jndge \?-ilkin \\-as then 
alone in practice mltil 1879. \\-hen he was 
elected circuit juclge of the fouith circuit. 
comprising the counties of Clark. Edgar. 
Coles. Treriuilion. Douglas. ~loultrie.  SIa- 
con, Piatt ant1 Cl?a~l~pai,al~. He continuecl to 
reside in ?.larsha!l, Illinois, until 188 j, \vhen 
he \\-as re-elected circuit judge and \\-as as- 

signed to the appellate court of the fourth 
district, at \\-hich time he removed to Dan; 
ville. In June. I ~ S ,  he \\-as elected _to the 
supreme bench, succeeding Judge John 11. 
Scott. of lIcLean county, and in 1897 \\-as 
re-elected so that he is nou- a member of the 
court of last resort. When first elected he 
became an associate of his fornler preceptor, 
Judge Scholfield. who was also upon the 
bench and continued a member of the su- 
prenle court vntjl his death. which occurred 
in Febnial-y. 1893. .A nlan of unimpeacha- 
ble cl~arxter.  of unusual intellectual endon-- 
ments. ivith a thorough understanding of 
the !a\\-. patience. urbanity and industry, 
Tudge :\-ilkin took to the bench the very 
higllest qualitications for this most respon- 
sible oflice in the system of the state govern- 
ment; and 11is record as a judge has been in 
harinony ~vitll his record as a man and lan-- 
yer, (listing-uishecl 11~- uns~ven-ing integrity 
and a ~nasterful grasp of every problem that 
has presentecl itself for solution. The Judge 
has great respect ior the dignity oi judiclal 
place ancl pol~er. and no man ever presided 
in a court \I-ith more respect for his environ- 
ments t1:an does Judge \\-ilkin. -As a result 
of that personal c!laracteristic the proceed- 
ings are aln-a!-s orderly upon the part of 
ever\- one-autlience. bar and the officers 
from trie 111ghest to the lo\\ est. His opin- 
ions are fine sl>ecimens of judicial thought, 
alivays clear. logical, and as brief as the 
character of the case \\-ill permit. He ne\-er 
enlarges beyond the necessities of the legal 
thought in order to indulge in the drapery oof 
!iterature. E i s  mintl. during the entire per- 
iod of his course at the bar and on the bench, 
has been directed in the line of his profession 
and his cluty. .hide fro111 the practice of 
la\\- ancl the performance of his judicial ~ L I -  

ties, Judge \\-ilkin has to some extent been 
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interested in other business enterprises, hav- 
ing formerly been the president of the Ori- 
ental Flo~zring Company of Danville. 

In  September, 1865, \\-as celebrated the 
marriage of Judge IVilkin and 111iss Alice 
E. Constable, a daugllter of Judge Charles 
H. Constable, and unto tlleln were born four 
children, of 11-horn one diet1 in infancy. The 
others are: Ilarrj- O., _To1111 Scholfield and 
Jessie E. The solts are both in Oregon. In 
the early sprii~g of 1S8j Mrs. IVilkin died, 
her remains interred in bIarsllall cemetery. 
In the fall of rSSj tlte Jrztlge was again mar- 
ried, his second union being wit11 Sarah E. 
Archer. n dnugltter or' Judge 11-illiam C. 
'LVhitlock, of I\Iarshall, Il!lnois. Bq- her first 
marriage she !tad one son, ?I-illiam -Archer, 
who is IIO\,I- a practicing attorney of Chicago. 

The Jutlge Is at mei~lber of the First 
Methor!ist Episcopal church oi Danr-ille and 
is serving as one of its trustees. In politics 
he is a Democr2t. Formerij- he 1Ias a Ke- 
pub!;cail ant1 serveti as a Graiit elector in 
1872. 2'0 a nlan olc' ljroad mind who has 
made a ciose stutly 01 social 2nd econoillic 
questicrls as \sell as of the political history- 
of his cozmti-!-. the subject of etlucation is 
all\-a!-s a matter o i  ii~terest ancl foi- many 
years Jutlge \lFilliin scrvetl as a trustee of the 
Souther11 Il!inois Sormal School. 171-atcnt- 
ally he is a prominent 3Iasou. belonging to 
the lodge, cllalxer and c01111tta1lde1-y oi  Dan- 
ville and of the co~~sistorv and shrine of Chi- 
cago. H e  is aiso ideiltified \\-it11 tlte Grand 
Armv of the ICepltblic and \sit11 the Loyal 
Legion of Chicago. ,-I getltleilta~ of pleas- 
ing and courteous nlanller he is not less es- 
teemed for llis social n-orth than his profes- 
sional ability and he is to-day numberecl 
among the cl i~t iu~~isheci  residents of the 
state because of his IT-ell rouilcled character, 
his evenly balailced ri~iud and splendid in- 
tellectual attaitlments. 

James Sloan, II-ho is non- so efficiently 
sei-1-ing as sheriff of Vermilion county-, is 
a native of Illinois, his birth lla~-ing occur- 
red in Joliet. I\'ill count;\-, on the j I s t  of 
March, 1851. His p r e i ~ t s .  Saliluel and 
111 ary ( Campbeil ) Sloan. \\-ere botlt born 
in Canada and are non- deceased. During 
his early liie tlte father folio\\-ed farming 
in the Dominion, but his last days n-ere 
spent in Joliet. illitlois. Of his nine cllil- 
clrelt six are still living but our sul~ject is 
the or~ij- meml>ei- of the fami1~- residing in 
this count!-. 

Mr. Sloan is inbehted to the public 
schools of Joliet for his earl!- scl~ool pril-i- 
eges, but at the age oE fifteen years his eclu- 
cation n-as conlpletecl as far as attentling 
school \\-as cmcernecl. allti he then started 
out in liie for himself, at first i\orIiing as a 
iai-111 lta~id in \ \- i l l  countj-. 011 the 3cl of 
>la!*. 1868, 11e accepted a lsosition n-it11 the 
Chicago & -l!ton I-iailroatl as u-ater boy, 
ai~cl re~tlaiiled in the 1-ailroacl sei-\-ice for a 
quarter of a century. 1,eiilg gracluall- 111-0- 
motet',--first to Ia1,orer :.nd later to section 
fol-eman, roatl mc?stel- ai~cl general road inas- 
ter. He onlj- remainec! \\.it11 the Chicago & 
-4lton a short time. ho\\-e\-er. ljeing em- 
l>lo~-ecl on the consti-ucti~~n of their cluuble 
traclis. auc! on the 24th of Sosember. 1868, 
left thcil. cmplo\- ancl \\-as coni~ected u-ith 
the constructioil o i  the Peoria, Pe1;in St 
Jac1tson1--lie RxIlroad until J~ule 33,  18%. 
He  \\-as nest \\-it11 the India~la. Blooiniitg- 
ton & 11-estern roac!. no\\- a part of the Big 
Fo t~ r  ST-ste~n. entering their emplo;\- June 
23, 1869. on construction n-ork. and re- 
~naiitiitg n-it11 tllem until the co~llpletion of 
tlte road Deceittber 19. 1870. n-11en he took 
charge of a sectioit as foreillan and served 
as such until October 3, 1875. H e  II-as tlleil 
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promoted to road rnast,er in charge of the 
Peoria cli\?ision ancl filled that position until 
the I j t ! ~  of Sovember! 1878, when lie was 
given charge of the Chicago & Eastern Illi- 
nois Railroad as general road master, with 
oEce in Dan\-ille. He remained n-ith that 
road until Jlarch 31, 1890, .\\-hen he re- 
sigiled a i d  took cI1arg-e of the Clos-er Leaf 
Railsoad n-ith off~ces in East St. Louis, but 
renlaine!l \\-it11 that coi1lpally OIIIJ- ~ultil  the 
3rd of Ma!-. 1890, when lie resigmetl and 
accep~ec! a similar positioil 11-it11 the Lake 
Erie k !I-estera Xaiiroad bet\\-een La- 
fa>-ette. Intliann, and l'eoria? Illinois, \\-it11 
her~tl-cluarters at Paston. 

On the ;it11 of September, 1873. l l r .  
Sloa~? \:as ~initetl in marriage to Miss Lu- 
citltla Stoile. a !latiye of Pekin, Tazen-el! 
count;- Iil i~~ois, n s t l  to them have been boru 
eight cllilclrei~, as fc?!lo~:-s : Lucinc.la, the oldest 
chiid. \\-I10 clietl in infanc-; llinllie? 11on- the 
n-iie of 0. D. Elllicller, n druggist o i  I'ekin. 
Ill inc~i~ : Jxnes! n-11s 11larried I-rni~ce;j 31c- 

. . 
Reync,lr.ls. of Dan~il le ,  and is no\\- asslstlng 
his hthel- in the duties o i  his ofice; Elle11 ; 
I-1enr)-. \vho lnarried Esther Toljb-, and is 
engaged in the confectionery business in 
Dan~i l le ;  \\'ill. I.,uIu and Florence, all a t  
home. 

'l'he liepublicail pnl-t!- has ?,!I\-ays fduncl 
in 11s. Sloan a stanch supporter oi its priu- 
ciples and he has ta1;en a Yes>- prominent 
ant1 influential part i i l  public affairs. Dur- 
ing his enrly resicle~~ce in Danville. ill 1884. 
he \:-as elected and serveil as aldennan froill 
the secoild \yard for tn-o terins ant1 in IPS,- 
11-2s elected nla!-or of the city, svilile sen-ing 
his secoi~cl tenn as alclerman, and tliat office 
he fillet1 n-it11 credit to himseli and to the 
entire satisfaction of his constituents for two 
years. In -1pril. 1893, n-l~ile living in Pas-  
ton, Illinois. he \\-as again elected 111a!~or oi  
Dan\-ille, ancl retur~lecl to this tit!- to enter 

upon the duties of the office, again serving 
one ternl. On December 5, 1894, lie accept- 
ed the psi t ion ~f deputy sheriff and sen-ed 
in that capacity for four !-ears, continuing 
after his tenn as ~ i l a ~ o r  espired, and 1s-as 
elected sherifi in the fa11 of 1898. H e  
proved a n~ost  capable atid trust- 
s\-ort!l;- officer, serving u:ltil Decem- 
ber I .  IC/O?. 2nd in ail rhe relations 
of liie has been found true and faithful to 
an!- trcst reposed in him. Sociall!- Mr. 
Sloan is a promi~lent llasou. belonging to 
the blue lotlg-e. chapter and commanderj- of 
Dan\-ilie. a i d  tile ctx1sistor~- and 11l;stic 
Shrine of Chicago. I-Ze is also connected 
\\-it11 the :<nights oi  Pytllias irater1lit~-. the 
Belle\-olent and Protective Order of Elks, 
the Indel,endent Order of Odd Fello\\-s. and 
the Roaclmnster's _\ssc>cintion o i  .\nierica. 
.in I\-hich !le sel-\-etl as 1-ice-prcsitlent ior three 
or four teriii.. I!e is !lo\;- a tlii-ector of the 
1-errl;ilion !:uiitling _\ssocip.tin:~. and as a 
l~~l)lic-sl)i~-i~etl citizen he takes a comnlencl- 
able interest i l l  ail II~O\-en:el;ts calculatetl to 
IN-( )I-e o t p ~ ~ i ~ l i c  I~enelit. 

Tc,ii~l Sprcmls. n pron;inent 2nd enter- 
. . 

! , i - i<l i lg fc~si2!cr. ; S  tile o\T-lier of i\\-o h~mclt-ed 
?,ntl <e\-elity-five acres c)t rich land in 
(;eorgcin\% r? tcx\nship ant1 the neat appear- 
xnce of !li< place 11-it11 its excellent inlprove- 
inents nlitl inotlern ecluiplnents is an intlica- 
tioil oi il?e careful super\-ision 11-hich he 
gives to his property and to his farm work 
. . 
111 IS various depai-tmer~t;. His birth oc- 
cur!-ec! npon this farm. February 26. 184.3. 
a~;ci he l,elongs to one o i  the old and honored 
piolleer fan~ilies of the count!-. His father, 
Janies Sprou!s. .\-as born in Perms>-11-ania 

ant1 in erlrly liie \vent iron1 that state to 
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Ohio, where he became acquainted with 
Miss Mary Hathaway. He  sought and \lion 
her hand in marriage and they began their 
domestic life in Ohio, which was her native 
state, there living until 1837, when they 
started 1%-est~vard, taking up their abode ir, 
Vemiilion county, Illinois. Here Mr. 
Sprouls entered one hundred and sixty acres 
of lancl from the government, becom- 
ing the owner of a quarter section, a part 
of the farm upon which his son John no~v  
resides. \tiith characteristic energy he be- 
gan improving the land, turned the first fur- 
ran-s in the fields and carried on the task of 
plowing and planting until his fields were 
under a high state of cultivation, in fact, he 
continued farm work there throughout his 
remaining days. On the 11th of March, 
1845, 11-hile riding a horse, he was thrown 
and killed. In her later years the mother 
lived among her children in this county and 
reached the very advanceel age of ninety- 
three. Cnto Mr. and Mrs. Sprouls had been 
born thirteen children, five of whom no~v  
survive, while most of the others died in 
early childhootl. -Andrew married America 
Pribble ant1 is engaged in farming in Ver- 
milion co~znty. Tndiana. George wedded 
Hannah J. Davis and follo~vs agricultural 
pursuits on a part of the old homestead. 
Elizabeth is the wife of IVilliam Ruby and 
resides in Sewport, Indiana. Hannah is the 
widow of Sansbury Holdan-ay and resides 
in Eugene. Tndiana. 

John Sprouls. of this review, the young- 
est member of the family. was but an in- 
fant at  the time of his father's death. His 
educational pril-ileges 11-ere obtained in the 
common schools. Throughout his youth l ~ e  
remained at  home assisting his mother in the 
work of the home farm and assuini11g its 
management as he attained an age that qual- 
ified him for sucl~ a task. He  soright as a 

companion and helpmate for life's journey 
Miss Sarah Ann Hearst, their marriage be- 
ing celebrated here. The lady was born in 
Vermilion county, Indiana, where her fa- 
ther carried on farming, but aftenvard he 
removed to  Missouri and there died. The 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Sprouls has been 
blessed with nine children: Etta, the wife 
of John Brown, a resident farmer of George- 
town township; ,Amos B., who married Bes- 
sie Sollars and is a farmer of Georgetown 
to~vnship; -Alice, the wife of Hanson Xut- 
cher, 11-ho is living in lTermilion county, 
Indiana; and Leonard, Clara, Laura, Grover 
and Gertie, all at home; and Dolla, who died 
in infancy. 

After his marriage Mr. Sprouls and his 
brother George took charge of the home 
place, equally dividing the property, our sub- 
ject becoming the 011-ner of the south half 
and there he has since resided. He  has, 
l~o~vever, esteilded the boundaries of his 
place by additional purchases until he now 
obvns two hundred and seventy-five acres of 
rich ancl arable land, on \vhicl~ 11e has made 
many nice improvements, n-here he carries 
on general farming. His attention is chiefly 
given to stock-raising and he makes a spe- 
cialty of fine cattle. H e  llas fouild this a 
good source of inconle and has become well 
kno\vi.n as a stock-dealer throughout this 
part of the state. ,As the years have passed 
by his success has increased and yet he owes 
his financial aclvancement not to any outside 
aid or influence hnt to earnest work, sup- 
pleinented by souilcl business jud,sment. He  
has always voted with the Democracy and 
Leiieves firmly in the principles of the party. 
,?or12 he and his wife are members of the 
Methodist Episcopal church of Georgetown 
township and are earnest Christian people, 
whose lives are in harimony with their faith 
and professions. 
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C. D. HENTON, M. D. 

The fitting reward of a well spent life is 
an I~onorable retirement in which to enjoy 
the fruits of former toil and a period of rest 
from labor. This has been vouchsafed to 
Dr. Henton as the reward of his energy and 
perseverance in former years. He  was one 
of the first practicing physicians of Ver- 
milion county, having located here in 1853. 
His death occurred in Hillsboro, Ohio, ,iu- 
gust 3, 1831, his parents being Evan and 
Maria (Inskeep) Henton. both of \\-horn 
were natives of Ohio and during the greater 
part of their lives they were residents of the 
xicinity of Hillsboro. T11e father \\-as a 
farmer by occupation and always carried on 
that pursuit in order to provide for the sup- 
port of his family. 

The Doctor obtained his early education 
in his native state, supplenlenti~lg his coin- 
mon-scl~ool privileges by study in the acad- 
emy at Hillsboro, Ohio. He was the only 
n~en~ber  of the fa~nily that ever came to 
Vernlilion county, the year 1853 witness- 
ing his arrival here and he took up his 
abode near 3lyersville, where he began prac- 
ticing. lJT,'hile living there he \\-as married to 
Miss Susan Gundy. thus securing a faithful 
colnpal~ion and helpmate for life's journey. 
She \\-ps l~orn near ?\Iyers~-ille. June 6. 1833, 
a daughter of Joseph and Sarah (Davidson) 
Gundy. both of Colun~bus. Ohio, \\-hence 
they came to Vermilion county at a very 
early epoch in the history of this portion of 
the state. Her father purchased a tract of 
lancl near 31~ers\-ille and was there engaged 
ir, ge~icl-a1 farming and stock-raising. suc- 
cessfully carrying on business until his 
death. The Doctor and his wife have one 
daughter. IIattie 3tay. 

In 1860 Dr. Henton entered Rush lledi- 
cal College of Chicago, in which he was 

cradu;rted with the class of 1561 and given 
C 

a certificate to practice. H e  then returned 
to Rlyersville, 11-here he soon secured a 
liberal patronage and gained thorough =- 
perience as a medical practitioner. He  con- 
tinued a t  that place until ~ S j z ,  \\-hen desir- 
ing a 11-jder field of labor he came to Danville 
and opened an office on Vermilion street. 
I le  \\-as not long in winning the public con- 
fidence by reason of his skill and ability and 
he co~ltinuecl in active practice until 1897, 
u-l-hen on acco~nlt of failing health he laid 
aside his professional duties and has since 
lived retired. He \\-as very successful in his 
chosen field of labor and his career \\-as one 
of progression for his was a nature that 
coulcl not be content \\-it11 mediocrity and he 
steatlih- advanced until he won a foremost 
place among the capable physicians of l'er- 
milion county. 

J l r .  Henton has never held nor sought 
office. yet he lzas ever been a stanch advocate 
of Republican principles and has kept n-ell 
informed on the issues and questions of the 
day. He is ,211 exemplary representative of 
the 1\Iasonic fraternity of Danr-ille and both 
he ancl his wife are ~ne~nbers of the Kinher 
Jlethodist Episcopal church of this city. He 
ox\-ns a beautiful home at So .  319 11-est 
~Iaclison street, \\-here he is no\\- lil-ing \\-ith 
his wife and daughter. Hospitalit\- reigns 
supreme there ancl unto the Doctor and his 
family is freely accorded in turn the hospi- 
tality of n1any of the best homes of the city. 

JESSE L-AXE. 

For sisty-seven years Jesse Lane has re- 
sided in Illinois. He  is now living retired in 
Poton:ac, but \\-as for many years one of the 
active business men of the town and a thrifty 
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farmer of the county. H e  was born near 
Lafayette, Indiana, January 27, 183 I, and is 
a son of JVilliam Lane, whose birth occurred 
in il'orth Carolina about I 796. -About 181 j 
he removed with his parents to Ohio, the 
family becoming early settlers of that state. 
IVilIiam Lane was three times married, llis 
third union being with Kancy Lacy, who 
was a native of Georgia but \\-as reared in 
Ohio. It was she \I-110 became the mother 
of the subject of this review. Mr. Lane re- 
moved froin Ol~io  to Iildiana and lived in 
different counties of that state until 1855, 
lvhen he came to 1-ernlilion county, Illinois, 
settling in E!ount to\vnship. There he en- 
tered land and opened up a far111 \\-hich con- 
tinued to be his place of residence until his 
death, 1\-\-hic11 occurreti in I 881, 11 he11 he I~atl 
reached the atlva~lcecl age ot' eighty-eight 
years. 

I t  was upon this iarm that Jesse spent 
the days of his l>oyi~ootl and youth. \vork- 
ing in the fields and meadou s tlil-ougll tlie 
sunimer while in the I?-i1:tei- season Ile at- 
tended school to a liiiiited extent, but his 
knon-ledge I ~ s s  been largely accjuiretl in the 
school of expel-ie~lce. ancl through obsei-\-a- 
tion aiitl reatling he 112s gained.mucli practi- 
cal knoivle,lge. In early liie he l~egan fnnn 

I 
11-01-k on his own account. His father gal-e 

i him ninety-five acres of ra\v lnutl 111 \\-hat 
I 

is no\\- Xidtllefork to;vnship. L'pon this 
11e turned the first furl-&vs ant1 also 1n:ltle 
the rails to fence llis tract. \\;it11 tlie \\-ol-l< 
of plo~viiig, planting and harresting Ile \\as 

actively engaged and in later !-ears as 111s 
financial resources increased he acldetl to his 
property iro1-n time to tinie until lie had tilrec 
hunclrerl a!:d seventy-iive acres. H e  erectec! 
a good residence, substantial barns ant1 out- 
b~~ildings and planter1 three orcl~ards. H e  
also adorued his place by shade trees, tiled 
his lantl and matle substantial improven~ents 

\\-hich transformed his farm into a valuable 
place. In the barnyard were found good 
grades of stock and he both raised ancl fed 
stock for the market. Xbout 1875 l ~ e  rented 
his farm alld rernol-ed to Potomac, 11-here 
he purchased I-esidence property. H e  also 
bought a 1un;ber yard and became connected 
with the comn~ercinl interests of the place. 
For ten !-eats he engaged in dealing in lum- 
ber anti coal. He has a!so iliade inr-estments 
in more latic! and is to-day the on-ner of t\vo 
valuable iarllis in :l:e count!-, the rental fro111 
\vliicll I-etar::s to !?im ail escellent income. 
He ]?as pul-chased t!ie old La11e homestead 
c;f t\?-c: h~~ncirecl and sevent! -hi-e rrcres on 
the Ik,n~-ille road, eight illiles 1101-tli~vest of 
the clty. 

Air. Lane \ \as  111ai-ried in this count>- 
,'\\l<lrcl~ 3. r853, to 1)elilah Smit11. a ilative of 
Ohio. a!tho:igh reared in '\-ennilion count>- 
\\-here her fatiler, Jehn Smith, Iocatecl nt nn 
eni-I? clny. Mr. I ,me \\-as calletl upun to 
mounl the loss of liis ::-ife a l ~ o ~ t  1864. Slle 
ieft tour cliil:lre!:: Clara C. is the \\-ife of 
John I>n\ i s ,  of _\rizona : Efie is the 11-ife of 
! ,I -.  11li;li;i \\'arren. of 'L'erre I-iaute. Indiana, 

anti 112s tn-o c!iiltlren, i\~i!lii1nl and Daisy: 
l\i~.rj- E!izal~etii ant1 _liiiantla. the t!~ircl and 
iourth cliildreii, 1 i vet! to be marrietl ant1 110th 
:!re IIOII- tlecenser?. 111 1867 Mr. Lane \\-as 
iii:irrie:l to  13l:iaiinc 1;'oucii. I\ I10 \:-a.s 1)orn 
ant1 renrctl i:l Ohio. There she mai-ried 
Sin~!~son 1;oucIl al~cl later came to Illiiiois 
Mrs. I-ane !]as a son by her first marriage, 
' \ \ - i l l i ; i~~~ 0. 1;ouchs. of Oreg-on. \\-I10 is mar- 
ried and has n famil!-. Mr. Lane has another 
granclci~il(?, ilita I-Ioltli. the 11-i fe of John 
I-Io!tll, atlcl a son of _\mancla Lane. n-110 
nlai-rietl Francis SIiain. 

Politiczlly Mr. J'ane is a Jeffersonian 
Democrat, having alxays supported the party 
since casting his first presidential ballot for 
Tames Er~clianan in 1856. The 0111~- escep- 
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tion ~\-hicli he has nlacle u-as in 1872. He 
has servecl as one of the t o ~ ~ n  board, aided 
in organizing the town and has frequent1~- 
heen a member of the school board. He  
has also served as a delegate to the c o ~ ~ n t y  
con\-entioils of his party and has ever been 
deeply i~lterested in its growth and success. 
He  ancl his 11-ire are ixenibers of the L-nited 
Bretl~ren church of Yotomac and l ~ e  is one of 
its trustees. Tilrough alnlost seven decades 
Mr. Lane has resided in \-errnilion county 
ancl is tii.ereiore to-day one of its honored 
pioileers and has n-imessed almost its entire 
gro\\-th alicl de\-elopment as it has emerged 
fron: pi-inlitii-e conditions to take its place 
anlolig the best courlties of this great state. 
The deer and 11-011-es which lived in the forest 
and roamed over the prairies have all dis- 
appeared and in their place are seen fine 
grades of stock. The primiti\-e frontier 
lloilles ha\-e been re~laced by subsfailtial far117 
residences and attractive city homes. Roads 
have been constructed, fa1-121s iil1pro~-ecl and 
industrial and commercial activity has 
transiorme~l the cities. Eveq-thing indi- 
cates in:;>?-o\-ement and progress. in all of 
\vl~icil 1Ir. Lane has talien a keen ancl active 
interest, ?>caring llis part in the ~vork of de- 
I-elopment ns he has found opportunit~-. He 
is to-day an honored resident of the corn- 
munity a ~ l d  it is \\-it11 pleasure that 11-e ])re- 
sent the record oi  his Iiie to our readers. 

S o  state in the U~lion can boast of a more 
heroic bai~ci of pioneers than Illinois in their 
intelligence, capability and genius. They 
ranfced IT-it11 the pioneers of the east, and 
their hardships, pril-2tions and earnest labors 
have resulted in establishing one of the fore- 

nlost comnlon\~ealtEs of -Americat the possi- 
bilities of u-hicli are greater t l~an  any of those 
possessed by !ler sister states. -inlong the 
early settlers of \-errxilion county u-as Enos 
Cook. who for thirty-five years maintained 
his residecce here. dying September I I? I 877. 
I-Ie n-as Lor11 in C~lion county, Indiana, So-  
vernber I;. ISIT, and came of Quaker all- 
cestrj-. 

T!ie ancestral line can be traced back to 
Peter Cook. a native of Chestershire, Eng- 
land, \I-110 started for -Imerica in 1713 but 
died on the 1-oj-age. The nest in direct line 
\\-as Peter Cook, Jr.. n-ho n-as the father of 
T- 
1 homas Cook. The latter n-as h m  in Ches- 
tershire. Engiand, in 1704. a soil o i  Peter 
311ti Elinor (Sor~nan)  Cook. \vho settled in 
13enns~-lvania in 1713, and in Chester county, 
that state, Thomas Cook 11-edded Sla~? Un- 
cler\~;ootl. In I 743 the>- i-e~llo\-ed to \\-ar- 
rington. I-ork count\-, Yetlnsy11-ania. where 
7Tl~olnas Cook died bet\\-een 1749 and 1732. 
His son Tsaac ivas the great-grandfather of 
our suhiect. He was probab1:- l~orn in 1713. 
as the records s11011- that he died at Caesar's 
Creel;, Ohic,, in 1820. at  the age of se\-eilty- 
sel-en years. His 11-iie n-as Charitj- Cook. a 
yiltetl n-on-ran alnong the Quakers, 11-11o took 
a I-ery acti1.e and promillent part in the work 
of t!:e ociet!-. She was a daughter oi  John 
and Rachel e l l s )  \\-right. Her son, 
'Tl~oil~as Cool<. n-as born in South Carolina, 
Tanuxrj- 3. 1770. and was married Septem- 
ber . I 792. to IGeziah Hentlerson. a daugh- 
ter of Sathaniel allti Rebecca Heilderson 
Fmjgr, ting- 11-estu-art1 in I 82.4. Tlloinas 
Cook took up his a b d e  in 1-ern~ilion county, 
Illinois. where he resided until his death. 
Throughout the greater part of his life he 
\\-as a leading 11lenlber of the Society of 
Frietlds alld was noted for his many social 
and Christian I-irtues. His son, Zimri Cook, 
the father of our subject, \\-as also a native 
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of South Carolina and in youth became a 
resident of Ohio, settling near Dayton. He 
afterward removed to Enion county, In- 
diana, and from there came to  Vermilion 
county, Illinois. While in Ohio he married 
Elizabeth Thornton, by whom he had six 
children, five sons and one daughter. They 
all died in this county. They were Enos, 
Xenderson, Evarts, Thomas, Joshua ancl 
Ellen, the wife of Arthur Jackson, a noted 
Methodist minister, n-ho resided here for 
many years. 

Enos Cook was reared in the place of his 
nativitv until about nineteen years of age. 
From 1836 until 1838 he lived in the coun- 
ties of Fayette, Henry and Wayne, Indiana, 
and then went to Iowa, spending several 
months in traveling over that state. Later 
he returned to Wayne county, Indiana, 
where he followed the saddler's trade and af- 
terward carried on a similar business in 
Henry county. The fall of 1841 witnessed 
his arrival in Vernlilion county, Illinois, 
where he resided continuously until his 
death. He turned his attention to farming, 
which he followed in connection with work 
at  his trade for several years. In 1858, l~o\v- 
ever, he took up his abode in Georgetown 
and there engaged in the saddlery business 
throughout the period of the Civil war. In 
1868 he established a hotel in Georgetown, 
which he conducted until his death. I t  is 
the only hotel in the place and was well 
patronized, because of the earnest effort 
which he made to provide for the comfort 
of his guests. 

Mr. Cook was married in Louisville, 
Henry co~lnty, Indiana, on the 3d of July, 
1839, to Melinda, daughter of Robert Har- 
ris. Knto them were born three children: 
Benjamin F., whose sketch follows this: 
Sylvester J., who is living retired in George- 
town; and Emma, who died at an early age, 

her death being deeply deplored by all who 
knelt- her, because of her beautiful character. 
Both sons served as soldiers in the Union 
army, enlisting at the same time in Com- 
pany A, Twenty-fifth Illinois Infantry, in 
11-hich the younger senled o t ~ t  his time, while 
the elder brother was in active field service 
until wounded at the battle of Kashville, 
on the I ~ t h  of December, 1864, after which 
he was detached and appointed judge 
advocate of court martial at Nashville, 
filling that position until 1866. The fa- 
ther was a strong supporter of the Union 
cause ancl the government policy throughout 
the period of the Civil u-ar and cheerfully 
gave his only sons to the Enion cause. He 
led a life of industry and of honor and, al- 
though he did not acquire 11-ealth, he gained 
a conlfortable competeilce and maintained a 
reputation for straightforward dealing and 
for upright manhood, 11-hich is above I$-ealth. 

EENJ,4RIIX F. COOK. 

For more than a quarter of a century Ben- 
jamin F. Cook has been a representatii-e of 
the legal profession at the Danville bar and 
has long inaintained a place in the foremost 
ranks of this calling. \Vith a nature that 
could never content itself with mediocrity 
and with a realization of the fact that at the 
bar advaneenlent is had only through in- 
dividual merit, he has xorked his way up- 
ward. having long since passed the many 
to stand among the st~ccessful fen-. 

Mr. Cook was born on the 3d of Febru- 
ary, 1842, in Greensboro. Indiana. and in 
his first year was brought by his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Enos Cook, to Vermilion 
cot~nty. the family settling in Georgetown. 
The father's sketch is given abol-e. At the 
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usual age Mr. Cook began his education, 
attending the public schools and in early life 
he also :earned the harness maker's trade 
with his father, but after the country had 
become involved in Civil war, arising 
through the differences of opinion brought 
on by the slavery q~~estion and the attempt 
of the south at secession, he put aside his 
business cares and personal interests that 
he n1ig17t perform his duty as a loyal son of 
the cnion. Enlisting, he k a m e  a mem- 
ber of Corilpany -A, Tli-enty-fifth Illinois In- 
fantq-, in 1863 and he participated in a 
number of important engagements, includ- 
ing the battle of Pea Ridge, Perryville. Stone 
River and Corinth. He \\-as also in the bat- 
tle of Xashville, on the I ~ t h  of September, 
1864, at which time he \\-as 11-ounded in the 
shoulder. In the meantime he had been ap- 
pointecl by President Lincoln to the positioll 
of first liet~tenant in the T\selfth United 
States Colored troops and it was with that 
comniancl that he went forth to take part in 
the engagement at Nashville. His illjuries 
disabled him from further field service and 
he was thereupon detailed for court martial 
duty, being appointed the judge advocate, 
and until the close of the \Tar he prosecuted 
claims and cases for the government hefore 
the several militaq- courts in the city of 
3ashville and that vicinity, being thus en- 
gaged until honorably discharged on the 
16th of Januaq-. 1866. hlr. Cook remained 
in Nashville until the fall of 1869 and in 
the meantime he was there admitted to the 
bar. successfullq. passing an examination be- 
fore the judge of the circuit. the chancery 
and the criminal courts. In 1867 he \\-as 
elected prosecuting attorney of Nash\-ille 
and discharged his duties with such ability 
that he was re-elected, serving for two terms. 
H e  then determined to return to the north 
and in 1869 left Nashville. On the 17th of 

March, 1875, he came to Dan\-ille and has 
since been an active representative of the 
legal proiession in this place. The clientage 
accorded to him has been of an important 
and representative character. H e  has made 
a specialty of acting as pension attorney and 
has presented many clai~lls a,aainst the go\-- 
ernment for his clients from Maine to Cali- 
fornia, being successfui in a large number of 
these. Mr. Cook has also been connected 
~vith real estate dealing, buying and selling 
property. ancl has handled considerable 1-alu- 
able realty here, \sherel>:- he has materially 
increased his income. 

On the 2d of September. I 872. was per- 
formed the marriage ceremony of Benjamin 
F. Cook and Laura 11. Lawrence. a daugh- 
ter of John and Eliza La\\-rence. of George- 
to~vn. Illinois. The l~ospitalit>- of many of 
the best homes of this city is estended to 
them and they haye a large circle of friends 
here. They belong to the llethodist Epis- 
copal cl~urch and l l r .  Cook is identified with 
the Grand r l r~ny  Fost. In politics he is 
a Republican, but he has preferred to ab- 
stain fro111 acti\-e part in political work in 
order to devote his entire attention to his 
l~rofessiona! duties. 

AIRS. I,ISE-\ E. GOODSER. 

Mrs. 1,inea Elizabeth Goodner is \\-ell 
1;non-n in Ridgefarm. having for a consider- 
able period been a resident of this portion 
of \*ermilion co~znt?. She \\-as born Octo- 
ber I .  1866. in Jasper. Illinois. a daughter 
o i  Cmrge 11'. and Sancy (Gregson ) Sand- 
ers. both of \\-horn lvere natil-es of Kentucky, 
whence they removed to Jasper county, Illi- 
nois. soon after their marirage. There they 
remained' for a number of years and then 
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came to l'ernlilion county, settling on a 
faml near Georgetown. Here the father 
died in 1873 and the mother aftenyard took 

. up her abode in Ridgefarm, where her death 
occ~~rred in 188;. blrs. Goodner had four 
sisters : l'anetta 3lcCorkle, who died leav- 
ing tu-o children; blrs. Rebecca Foster, of 
Danville, \vho has t ~ v o  children ; Mrs. Mary 
Goodner, of Ridgeefarm, who has two chil- 
dren: and Mrs. 3laggie Carson, of Ridge- 
farm, who has four children. 

Mrs. Goodner, ~vhose name introduces 
this record. spent her girlhood days under 
the parental roof and ohtailled her education 
in the pul~lic schools. She lived with her 
parents until she gave her hand in marriage 
to Jchn Goodner on the 13th of December, 
1887, when about tn-enty-one years of age. 
He  ~vas  born near Georgeto~vn in this county 
and his parents were natives of Gernlany, 
11-hence they came to America, settling in 
Vermilioil county at an early day. His 
family became prominent in the coinillunity 
and Mr. Goodner n-as ever respected for 
his genuine ;vorth. For a year after their 
marriage the young couple resided on the 
honie farm and then removed to the village 
of Kiclgeiarnl, where they lived happily until 
the ~ 1 s t  of Alay, 1891, u-llen Mr. Goodner 
mas called to his final rest, passing away 
from heart trouble. His remains \\-ere in- 
terrecl in Pieasant &Iound cemetery at 
Georgeto~~n, and his death was the occasion 
of deep regret throughout the community. 
Mrs. Gooclner was thus left alone with the 
care of her two children. Charles Wesley 
and Cassius, aged respectively twelve and 
seven years. They are still 11-it11 their 
mother. w l~o  is devoted to their welfare and 
happicess. Mrs. Goodner is an active and 
earnest rne~nber of the Christian church, 
takes a leading part in the Christian En- 
deavor Society and in Sunday-school work. 

Her influence is ever on the side of moral 
progress and throughout the corninunity 
where she has nun: resided for some years 
she is held in the highest esteem. 

-1. L. Johnson is one of the progressive 
and wide-ail-ake fariners and stock-raisers 
of Ross to~vnship. living on section 4, where 
he o\vns and operates t ~ v o  hundred and sis- 
ty acres of valuable Iand, \\-el1 iinproved \\-it11 
nloderii equipments. He 11-as born iil Vin- 
ton county, Ohio. Jailuary 21, 184% and his 
father, -Y,raham Johnson, was also a native 
of that locality, born in 1816. He  came of 
German ancestry and wedded Matilda Pew- 
thers, a lady of Scotcll descent, who was also 
a native of Ohio. To provide for his fall2ily 
he followed farn~ing in Vinton county and 
there spent his entire life, his death result- 
ing froill an accident in 1876. His wife had 
prel-iously passed away, having been called 
to her filial rest in 1873. In their family 
of five sons anci tiyo daughters A. L. John- 
son n-as the second in order of birth. The 
sons and one of the daughters are yet living 
in Ohio \\-it11 the esception of him ~vhose 
nanle introrluces this revie\\.. 

--I. L. Johnson was reared in the usual 
illantler of farmer lads of the period. 111 
the suminer months he worked in field and 
rneadon~ and during the \vinter seasons pur- 
suecl his education in the common schools. 
After he \\-as grown he began buying and 
shipping stock and follo~ved that pursrrit for 
fifteen years. Later he engaged in the culti- 
vation of the old home farm and ultimately 
he determined to establish his residence in 
Illinois, coming to Vermilion county in 1879. 
He then purchased the farm upon which he 
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now resides, took up his abode there and 
began to improve the place in 1883. He has 
since erected a large and substantial farm 
residence, good barns and other necessaq- 
outbuildings: has planted an orchard, has set 
out shade and ornamental trees, has tiled 
and fenced his fields and has added all mod- 
ern machinery and equipments. He  has a 
11-indmill and watenl-orks upon his place 
and the substantial improvements 11-11ich are 
ever found upon a model iarm. He  has 
been engaged in raising and feecling stock 
TI-hich he fattens for the market, shipping 
about three car-loads of cattle and two of 
hogs each year. 

On the 31st of May, 1866, in Vinton 
county, Ohio, Mr. Johnson wedded Mary 
Craig, a native of that county, and a daugh- 
ter of 11-illiarn Craig. They had three chil- 
dren, but -4ddie C., the first born, died in 
her ninth year and Sophia died in 1894, at 
the age of t\\-enty-txo years. Clara hl. is 
therefore the only survi~ing member of the 
family and lives 11-it11 her parents on the 
home place in Ross township. The mother 
of these children died in 1893, and on the 
14th of l lay.  1893. Mr. Joht~son nlarriecl 
Phebe Craig. 

Mr. Johnson cast his first presitlerltial 
vote for General Hallcock in 1865 and has 
since supported each candidate of the De- 
nlocracp for the office of chief esecutil-e of 
the nation. At  'local elections he votes in- 
dependently. regarding only the capability 
o i  the nominees. He  has riel-er been an 
office seeker himself, but was elected com- 
missioner of highu-a~-s. by his fellow to\\-ns- 
men, who recognized his worth and loyalty. 
Ever a warm friend of education, he be- 
lieves in securing good schools and com- 
petent teachers, and for tu-elve years he did 
effective service in this direction. While 
acting as a member of the school board he 

35 

sen-ed as its secretary. H e  has sen-ed as 
a delegate to the numerous county and state 
conventions of his party. He  and his wife 
and daughter are members of the Christian 
church of Pleasantl-iew. H e  served for five 
years on the O h i ~  Christian conference as 
president, and after coming to Illinois he 
\\-as elected without his knoll-ledge as presi- 
dent of the Central Illinois Christian confer- 
ence, having served for nine -ears in that 
capacity. His life has been .upright, his act- 
ions manly, sincere and unaffected, and his 
salient characteristics have been such as to 
win for him the collfidence and good \\-ill of 
those with \\-ho~n he has been associated. 

A A - +- 

0. C. BESSOS. 

0. C. Eenson is the 011-ner oi a mill ant1 
elevator in Fairlllount and is no\\- conduct- 
ing an estensi1-e and profitable business. He  
is one of the citizerls of foreign birth ~vl-ho, 
believing that the nen- t-vorld offered superior 
advantages, calzle to -America and utilizing 
the opportunities \\-hich ha\-e come to then?. 
no\\- occnpy creclita1,ie and honorable posi- 
tions as leading representati\-es of the coln- 
lnunities with \\-hic!l they haye 1)ecome iden- 
tified. Mr. Bellsoil TI-as born in Su-eden. 
October 23. 1848. His father. Belljamin 
Olson, \\-as like~vise a native of that counts!-. 
as was the mother of our subject who bore 
the nlaitlen nanle of Karna Selson. The!- 
were married in Sn-eden and the father 1 ~ 2 3  

11-ell known there because of his musical 
skill. k i n g  a good performer on man!- iil- 

struments and a leader of one of the nationnl 
bands. H e  died in 1851 and his ~vife. long 
sun-iving him, passed away in 1901. In 
their family \\-ere five children, of \\-horn four 
are yet living, but Eleanor died in Sweden. 
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The others are : Johanna, the wife of Nelse 
Hanson, of Sweden; Bengta, the wife of 
John Christianson, of Fairmount; 0. C., of 
this review; and Mary, who is married and 
resides in Sweden. 

0. C. Benson attended school to a limited 
extent in his native country, but at  the age 
of fourteen he put aside his test books and 
began earning his own living. He lost his 
father when only three years of age, and it 
was therefore necessary that he provide for 
his support in early youth. He first secured 
employment in a mill at Xolrner, Sweden, 
.where he remained until he was twenty-five 
years of age, in the meantinle winning pro- 
motion until lie had become bead miller and 
manager. In the pear 1573 he crossed the 
Atlantic to America, landing in New york, 
but he did not tarry long in the eastern 
metropolis, making his way at once to Dan- 
d l e ,  Illinois, in conlpany wit11 a cotnpanion, 
Andrew Anderson, w11o had been visiting 
in Sweden and had induced our subject to 
seek a home in the United States. He be- 
gan \\-orking for hf. 31. IVright, and his 
close application and his capability caused 
him to be retained in RIr. Iiright's service 
for five years. In I S S ~  he came to Fair- 
mount where he purcl~ased the Johil Dough- 
erty flour mill. This he conducted until 
I 896 when it was destroyed by fire, but \\-it11 
characteristic energ)- he erected his present 
mill. His elevator XI-as not burned, and he has 
both the inill and elevator at this place, also 
a mill and elevator in Catlin, Illinois. Both 
are large plants and his business is fast 
reaching rnarnntoth proportions. He han- 
dles a large anlount of g-rain annually and 
also conducts an =tensive milling business, 
his products finding a ready sale upon the 
market because of the excellence of the 
quality. 

In the city of Danville hfr. Benson J\-as 

4 

united in marnage to Miss Matilda Ellison, 
who was born in Sweden, October IS, 1846. 
Her parents lived and died in that country 
and she has one sister who is yet living in 
Sweden. Mr. and hIrs. Benson have 
three children still living: All-ina, born 
June 23, 1879; Emily, February 3, 1882; 
and Lilly, September 23, I 55 j. Clarence, 
born ,August 10, 1887, died ~vhen four- 
teen months old. Mr. Benson 011-ns a 
good home and other city property in Fair- 
mount. Jn politics he is independent, with- 
out partisan bias, his support being given to 
the measures which he believes are best cal- 
culated to pronlote the public welfare and 
to advance local progress. He holds mem- 
bership relations with the Modern TVood- 
men of Ainerica and he is a nlember of the 
Baptist chi~rch. Mr. Benson has never had 
occasion to regret his deternlination to come 
to America, for, utilizing the opportunities 
of the neu7 xvorld he has progressed in busi- 
ness until he is now the possessor of a very 
handson~e competence, and he has, moreover, 
gained a good home and the regard of many 
friends. 

- 

The history of Vermilion county u-ould 
not be conlplete without mention of h u p s -  
tine Clapp, Sr., one of its few remaining early 
pioneer settlers, now residing on the old 
homestead on section 9, Ken-ell toil-nship. 
Mr. CIapp \\-as born in Guilford county, 
North Carolina, September 38, 1814, in the 
Clapp neighborhood, close to Greensboro and 
about one mile from the old Clapp church, 
which is a brick structure. He is a son-of 
Isaac and Catherine Clapp, the latter in her 
maidenhood having also borne the name of 
Clapp. They were both of German estrac- 
tion and natives of North Carolina. A u p s -  
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tine Clapp is the eldest of a family of nine 
children, the others living being: Manuel, a 
resident of Korth-Carolina; Isaac. n-110 re- 
sides in Cl~erryvale, Kansas; and George -A, 
Clapp, of Kebraska, and Catherine in North 
Carolina. 

Xug~st ine CIapp with his wife and 
tn-o children came from North Carolina to 
Illinois in a covered wagon drawn by a 
span of g-raj- horses which he prized very 
nluch. He started on his journey April 13, 
1841, and was on the road until hlay 10, 

arriving and settling in Sewell to~vnship, 
where Sewell station now stands. He  set- 
tled i~pon the south forty acres of that loca- 
tion. On arriving there he purchased seven- 
ty  acres of land, that \\-as partly broken, from 
the heirs of an estate, paying then1 forty clol- 
lars each for their interests. H e  later pur- 
cl~asecl his present place, a farm of eighty 
acres which he bought at  six dollars per 
acre, and imnlecliately began the work of 
improvement, placing the tract under a high 
state of cultivation. Like many of the early 
settlers he found the country new and 'ivild. 
Prairie wolves were numerous and XI-ild 
game of all kinds was plentiful. Hunting 
in those days was, to use his o~vn  expression, 
"a treat." The deer ran through the corn- 
fields of the place and geese, brant, ducks, 
prairie chickens and plover were within easy 
reach of the marksman. Danville was the 
nearest trading point. Besides being en- 
gaged in farming Mr. Clapp learned the car- 
penter's trade which he followed for years. 
H e  has seen the wonderful transformation 
~vhich has taken place in Vermilion county 
and has helped to build the churches and 
$chools of his district. He was united in 
marriage to  Elizabeth Clapp, 1~110 in mar- 
riage did not change her name. She was 
born in Orange county, North Carolina, KO- 
\.ember 24, ~Sog, and is now deceased. She 

was a daughter of John and Catherine 
(Starr) Clapp, of North Carolina. She died 
leaving a family of nine children and a hus- 
band to mourn her loss. The familJ- record 
is as follo\vs : John Clapp, a minister of the 
gospel, resides in Sen-ell toll-nship. For his 
first wife he chose Emily Knos, and after 
her death he \vas married to 3Irs. Cox, a 
xvido\\-, and a daughter of Joseph Blair, of 
1-ermilion county. The second member of 
the family, Catherine E., died April j. IS@. 
-Alfred died - \ug~~st  8. 1848. George A. 
resides in Crawford county, Illinois. H e  
married 3Cattie Cos and they have lour chil- 
dren. Isaac S. married Mary Knott and re- 
sides in Sen-ell to~vnsl~ip. They are the 
parents of ten children. five of \\-horn are 
yet living. _lugustine R. is the sixth mem- 
ber of the family. Barbara Jane married 
C. E. 11-illiamson and departed this life leav- 
ing one ch~ld, IIinta, who lives with her 
father, in Ohio. She had one sister, Bertha, 
who died previous to the death of her 
mother. l I r .  and Mrs. Clapp were mern- 
bers of the Christian church of which he 
has been a trustee. He helped build the 
church kno~vn as Pleasantview. In his 
political I-ieu-s he \\-as first a Ivhi,a and after 
the organization of the Republican party he 
became a stanch advocate of its principles 
and is very proud to be numbered as a 
member of the party \vhich he thinks 
embraces the best form of government. 
I le  has been a voter for many years, be- 
ing now eighty-eight years of age. He 
has taken an active part in public affairs, 
having filled the offices of school and dis- 
trict treasurer. township trustee and town- 
ship supen~isor. H e  also served as town 
clerk for a number of years and one year as 
assessor. His life has ever been worthy of 
the respect and confidence of his fellow citi- 
zens, which he has enjoyed in a high degree- 
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Augustine R. Clapp is the sixth in order 
of birth in his father's family. He was born 
on the old home place in Newell township, 
December 23, 1849. He received his early 
education in the district schools, working on 
the home farm in the suillmer seasons and 
attending school during tlle winter. He, 
too, has been an active factor in the growth 
and development of this county, and to his 
efforts is largely due the present high state 
of cultivation of the farm which he occupies. 
He  and his father have labored together to 
make their farrr. productive and attractive, 
and from all care and labor 011 the place. 
He now relieves his n-orthy and honored 
father TY~IO retains his faculties in a remark- 
able degree. 

b n  the 2 d  of October, 1874, Augustine 
R. Clapp was united in marriage to 3liss 
Phoebe Seymour, who was born in Vermil- 
ion county, November 2 ,  183 j. S11e is a 
daughter of Hutton and Eveline (Allal) 
Seymour. This marriage has been blessed 
with two children, Edward and Elizabeth 
Eveline, both living at  home. Edward as- 
sists his father in the work of the farill, 
which is very valuable and yields about 
thirty-fire bushels of corn and thirty bushels 
of oats to the acre. Augustine R. Clapp is, 
like his father. a stanch Republican and has 
long been recognized as one of the standarc! 
bearers of the party. He has long been as- 
sociatecl with the progress and improvement 
made in the county, and is very p r o ~ ~ d  of its 
material. 111oral and intellectual advancement 
toward which he has ably contributed. 

JOHN IV. O'HAVER, M. D. 

For twenty years Dr. O'Haver has prac- 
ticed his profession in Danville with marked 
st~ccess and to-day h,e has a very large pat- 
ronage, which indicates his high standing in 

the ranks of the medical profession. He  was 
born near Pleasantville, Indiana, February 
11, 1859, and comes of a family of German 
lineage, the ancestry being traced back to a 
very early date. Xbout 1728 Christopher 
Joseph Hifer was born in Prussia. He  was 
of the great industrial and professional class 
of the fatherland and he and his brother 
Cornelius pursued a seven years' course in 
medicine and surgery, after \\-hich they went 
to Ireland, where they won such success and 
distinction that the prefix "0" was placed 
before their names and they were then called 
O'Hifer. When the Catholic persecution 
began they tvelt to England, but not liking 
that country returned to Germany, where 
both pursued another seven years' course in 
medicine and surgery. They then emigrat- 
ed to the new world, settling in Virginia, 
where they were married. Dr. Christopher 
J. O'Hifer became a resiclent of Tennessee 
in 1760, and there Joseph O'Haver, the 
grandfather of our subject, was born in 
1766. Ey a happy turn of aft'airs Joseph 
O'Hai-er married the daughter of a sister of 
Frederick the Great. She was a wonderful 
singer, possessing inusical talent of the high- 
est orcler. 

'CL-hen the brothers calne to _-\merica the 
family name of O'Hifer \vas changed to 
O'Haver, and that spelling has since been 
retained. The great-grandfather was very 
celebrated in his profession and cured every 
case of cancer and other tumoro~ls disease 
that was brought to llim. His patients came 
froni many states, over a radius of hundreds 
of miles. Among his descendents are many 
who have gained distinction in professional 
lilies, including physicians, teachers and min- 
isters of the gospel. 

Pkasant Miller O'Haver, the father of 
Dr. O'Haver, of Danville, became a resi- 
dent of Sullivan county, Indiana, in 1819, 
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and there as the result of his industq and 
enterprise k a m e  the owner of fifteen hun- 
dred acres of land. H e  also built the best 
flouring mill I\-hich had been erected in the 
county up to that date. In pttblic affairs 
he was very prominent and influential. He  
served as justice of the peace. was a leader 
in church and Sunday-school work, served 
as a trustee in the church and as a leader 
in the Sunday-school. By his first 
marriage he had tu-elve children, of \\-horn 
ten are living. His eldest son. Rer. I\-. P. 
O'Hai-er, is an elder in the 3Iethodist Epis- 
copal cl~urch. For his second wife P. 11. 
O'Haver mai-ried Cynthia -Ann Hinkle, and 
of this marriage the Doctor and seven other 
children were born. Her father \\-as Philip 
Hinkle and her grandfather \Vondall Hin- 
kle, one of the pioneers of Indiana. In the 
Hinkle fanlily were also many 11-orthy- 
preachers and teachers. P. ill. O'Haver fol- 
lowed fanl~ing in Indiana until called to his 
final rest. He is survived by two children 
of the first marriage, Rev. I\'. P. O'Haver, 
of Bloon~field, Indiana; ancl Mrs. Harriet 
S. Edwards, a resident of Freelandsville, In- 
diana. The chilclrei~ born of the second mar- 
riage are : Thomas B., of Pleasantville; 
Martha 11.. the wife of Jesse H. Flen~ing. 
of AIarco. Indiana ; Charles J., a resident of 
Keuka. Florida: R. S., of Lyons. Indiana: 
and Grace, the \vidon- of Shannon Ogg. and 
a resident of Bloon~ington, Indiana. 

Dr. O'Hax-er pursued his early educa- 
tion in Greene and Sullivan counties of In- 
diana. lea\-ing the district schools at  an early 
age. He then began work with his father 
. . m the mill and gained n l ~ ~ c h  practical kno~vl- 
edge of both engineering and agricultural 
pursuits. For a few years he had full charge 
of the machinery of the mill, sen-ing as en- 
gineer for four or five years. This occupa- 
tion continued to claim his attention until 

1879, when, desiring to become a member 
of the medical profession, he devoted three 
Fears to the mastery of the principles of the 
science and was ,(graduated with high honors 
in the Cincinnati College of Medicine and 
Surgeq- in the spring of 1882. H e  also re- 
ceived a fine set of instruments as the first 
prize for \\-inning the highest scholarship in 
the college on the diseases of women and 
children. ancl his great skill along those lines 
and in other branches of his prof&sion has 
al~vays enabled him to maintain a foremost 
place in the ranks of the medical fraternity 
in Danville. Opening an office in Danville 
his practice has steadily grou-n until it has 
reached extensive proportions. covering a 
large part of the county. He belongs to the 
Tri-County Medical Societj- and the Vermil- 
ion Countj- 3Ietlical Society, the State Med- 
ical Society, and the Sational Lledical So- 
ciety, and has been on the staff of both of 
the hospitais of Dan~ille for a number of 
years. He \\-as also one of the founders of 
the training school for nurses and served on 
its staff' for five years. 1IThile he engages in 
general practice he makes a specialty of the 
diseases of \\-onlet1 and children and in this 
branch has been estrenlely successful. 

Dr. O'IIa\-er first \\-edded Mary 11. 1Ic- 
Connell. a native of Indiana. and a daughter 
of 1Irilliam 3lcCo1mell. who \\-as of Irish de- 
scent. and of Sarah (Dyer) 3IcConnell. a 
native of On-en county, Indiana. Mrs. 
O'Hal-er tliecl :lu,aust 3. 1899. She was a 
del-out Christian woman. holding mem- 
bership in the Icimber JIethodist Epis- 
copal churcl~, and she belonged to the 
Court of Honor and the Home Forum. On 
the 12th of KO\-ember. IF. the Doctor 
married Miss Peninah --inn Jones, a native of 
this county. and a daughter of C. E. Jones, 
who was a pioneer of the county and now a 
farmer of Vance to\\-nship, living near Fair- 
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mount. Mrs. O'Haver is a member of the 
Baptist church of Fairmount. 

The Doctor is medical examiner for a 
number of insurance societies and for a num- 
ber of fraternal organizations, including the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the 
Modern \Voodmen of America, the Royal 
Circle and the Court of Honor. In  all of 
these he holds membership and is likewise 
a member of the Kiinber Methodist Episco- 
pal church, with which he has been identi- 
fied since 1882, while his r;2lembership rela- 
tion with the denomination dates from the 
time when he \\-as fourteen years of age. He 
views political questions from a Republican 
standpoint, having always given his support 
t o  that party, and in 1900 he was elected in 
the fourth \\lard to the city council and re- 
elected in 1902 for another term of two 
years. H e  has served on some of the most 
important committees, is chairman of the 
committee on health, and a member of the 
ordinance and sewer conlmittees. The 
council is now preparing to build the Car- 
negie library, \!-hich will be a handso~ne 
structure, erected at a cost of forty thou- ' 
sand dollars, the city furnisl~iilg the site. 
The Doctor is a man whose prominence is 
not the less the result of an irreproachable 
private life than of professional skill and 
ability. The world instinctively pays defer- 
ence to the man \\-hose success has been 
worthily achieved and because of this Dr. 
O'Haver is occupying an enviable position 
in the regard of those by whom he is kno~vn. 

- - A  - - 7  

GEORGE F. hIEKIG. 

Prominent as a representative of in- 
dustrial interests of Danville stands George 
F. hlenig. the superintendent and secretary 
of the D a n d l e  Woolen Mills. This is an 

enterprise of importance, contributing in no 
small degree to the comnlercial prosperity 
of the city. It has been said that the man 
who each week pays a large force of work- 
men over his counter is more deserving of 
the gratitude of liis race than is the general 
who leads his hosts forth tb battle, for he 
supplies his fello~v men. with the means of 
preserving life instead of destroying it and 
enables them to become self-supporting, 
self-reliant and self-respecting citizens. Mr. 
Menig may thereiore be classed among the 
inlportant factors in business life in D a n d l e  
where from his hoj-l~ood days he has lived a 
life of industry and enterprise that has found 
its culmiilation in the successful control of 
an important industry. 

X native of Edgerton, Ohio, he was born 
A u p ~ s t  6, ISTO. and is a son of Ferdinand 
Menig, a native of Germany. His paternal 
grandfather, George F. Menig, spent his en- 
tire life in Germany, but the father of our 
subject came to ,211lerica in 1852, crossing 
the Atlantic to S e w  York city, n-here he 
first located. There he learned the baker's 
trade and followed that pursuit for several 
years or until the Civil war broke out, \I-hen, 
loyal to his adopted land, he joined the Union 
army and served throughout the period of 
l~ostilities. -\fter the war was over he 11-ent 
to Edgerton. Ohio. where he engaged in the 
manufacture of barrel staves. shipping his 
product to Cleveland. Subsequentl: he 
turned his attention to general merchandis- 
ing. which he follo~\-ed in Edgerton for a 
few years. He  aftern-ard entered into part- 
nership \\-it11 George Kerr, in the establish- 
ment of a woolen mill and continued in that 
business for five years or until February, 
I 878. whet1 he came to Danville and founded 
the Pal~~- i l le  l ~ ~ o o l e n  Mills, which ha1-e since 
been conducted lvitl~ success, the scope of 
their business being continually increased, 
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while the output of the factory grows from 
year to year. 

Mr. Menig \\-as united in marriage to 
Miss Afary Shean, of Worcester, Massachu- 
setts, and unto them have been born eleven 
children, as follo\vs : Margaret, ~vho  is now 
in the convent in Notre Dame, Indiana; 
Alary, the s i fe  of Thomas Brown, who is 
employed as a bookkeeper in the Second Na- 
tional Bank, of Danville; George F., of this 
review ; Gertrude, the wife of William Hoot- 
en, of Danville; Ursula, xvho is a bookkeeper 
in the Danville Woolen Mills and in the 
merchandise stores on -~ed  by her father and 
brother; Frank, 11-ho is employed as a clerk 
in a grocery store owned by the firm ; Nellie, 
who is clerking in the dry-goods depart- 
ment; Gustavus, who is also acting as a 
clerk; Bertha, at home; and two who died 
in childhood. 

The children were provided with good 
edtlcational privileges in the schools of Dan- 
ville and of Loretta, Ohio. Mr. Alenig of 
this review \\-as but eight years of age when 
brought by his parents to Danville. Here 
he studied in the p~~bl ic  schools for a time 
and aftern-arc1 entered a college of Notre 
Dame, Indiana. On completing his educa- 
tion he joined his father in business and is 
to-day the superintende~lt and secretary of 
the Danville \Voolen &Mills. incorporated. 
The plant is located at So .  zao Logan 
avenue and is one of the largest manufactur- 
ing plants of the city. They make all kinds 
of \voolen goods. The mill \\-as erected 
about 1850 and was concluctecl by the firm 
of Hobson S7: Ellsn-orth. I t  was then an 
old frame structure, operated by water 
power. That firm continued as 011-ners for 
several years and then sold out to Ferdinand 
Hanke, I\-ho also conducted the business for 
several years. The nest ox-iner was S. H. 
Riggs, who continued in charge for some 

time, when Ferdinand Aienig purchased a 
half interest in the business, entering into 
partnership with hfr. Riggs, in a business 
connection that maintained for about eight 
or ten years, m-hen Mr. Menig purchased 
his partner's interest and became the sole 
011-ner. In 1890 the business was incor- 
porated \\-it11 Ferdinand llenig as the presi- 
dent of the company and George F. Alenig 
as the superintendent and secretary. They 
now employ about one hundred hands and 
~nanufacture all kinds of woolen goods 
inostly for the eastern trade. They also do 
a great deal of n-ork for the government, 
making \\-oolen cloths of different kinds. In 
connection n-ith the woolen mills tlle firm 
also owns and conducts a grocery store and 
dry-goods store, located on Logan a\-enue 
near the mills, handling everything in this 
line and enjoying a large trade, lvhich has 
now assumecl profitable proportions. Both 
father and son devoted their entire time to  
the business, which makes heavy demands 
upon their attention. owing to the ~ o l u m e  
of their trade in both the manufacturing and 
lnercantile departments. Seither have held 
offices-in the city or county. nor have they 
desired political preferlnent of any kind. 
'They are recognized as reliable and enter- 
prising business men. accurate in trade trans- 
actions and with business sagacity which 
enables them to recognize possibilities. The 
father owns a beautiful residence at So.  222 

Logan avenue located near tlie stores and 
mill. 

George F. 3Ienig was united in marriage 
to Xiss Lucj- J. 1Iathias. of Chicago, and 
the:- now have an interesting little dau~ghter, 
Lucile. Their home is at So.  423 Oak 
street. n-here they have a nice residence. Mr. 
hlenig 1-otes with the Republican party and 
socially is identified \\-it11 the Elks Lodge at 
Danville. He  and his family are all con- 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



e 6  THE BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD . 
nected with St. Patrick's Catholic church of 
this city. Rfr. Menig is a man of enterprise, 
positive character, indomitable ener,gy, strict 
integrity and liberal views and has been fully 
identified with the growth and prosperity 
of the city of his adoption, while at  the same 
time he has controlled important business 
interests. In the world of trade the name 
of Menig is n-ell kno~x-n and through the 
marked industry and enterprise of the own- 
ers of the Danrille Woolen Mills they have 
become nen  of affluence in this city. 

J. L. FINLEY, 

A~nong the young men of Vermilion 
county 11-ho have attained distinction in busi- 
ness and professional ranks is Dr. J. L. Fin- 
ley, who, althoug-h not yet thirty years of 
age, has gained success as a member of the 
medical fraternity that illany an older physi- 
cian might n-ell envy. He was the second 
and only son in a family of three chilclren. 
His parents were natives of New England 
and from Vernlont renloved to southern In- 
diana, where they are still living, the father 
devoting his attention to the practice of 
medicine. He is a capable and successful 
physician ant1 is I\-idely and favorably kno\vn 
in the locality ~vllere he resides. 

The Doctor lvas born i!l 1574 and early 
in life enjoyed good educational privileges 
which he impro\-ed until he had completed 
the high school course by graduation when 
seventeen years of age. Then thinking to 
follow in the professional footsteps of his 
father, he read medicine with him and later 
became a student of the University of Ken- 
tucky, at I,ouisville, completing the course 
in the medical department with the class of 
1896 and ranking high among his ninety- 
six classmates. 

In the previous year the Doctor was 
united in marriage to Miss Nannie Richards, 
of Fredericksb~~rg, Indiana, and after his 
graduation he renlo-ired to Collington, Illi- 
nois, where he be,- practice, quickly gain- 
ing a fair patronage. He has the confidence 
of the public by reason of his thorough and 
accurate i~nderstanding of the principles of 
medical science and his correct application 
thereof to the needs of suffering humanity. 
He  reads broadly, thinks deeply, n-orks 
earnestly, m d  thus is meeting wit11 success. 

L7nto Dr. and Mrs. Finley has been lorn 
one son, J. Keith, three years of age. So- 
cially the Doctor is connected through mem- 
bership relations with the Odd Fellon-s, the 
I<nights of Pythias and the Modem TVood- 
men of i2n1erica and in these he has held 
r ~ ~ a n y  offices. I l e  belongs to the Ilethodist 
church and in his political vien-s is a strong 
Republican, but has never sought or desired 
office, preferring to give his entire time and 
attention to his professional duties. He be- 
longs to the County and State hIedical So- 
cieties and is also a member of the American 
Medical i2sso~iati011. 

PROSPER LESEURE. 

Few men were as xidely known or as sin- 
cerely nlourned as Prosper Leseure, \\-ho 
passed away November 23,  1897, while vis- 
iting his children in Danville. He was born 
on the 26th of May, 1820, in Nancy, France, 
a son of Pierre and Anne Leseure, also na- 
tives of the same place. When Prosper Le- 
seure had reached the age of ten years his 
father. accompanied by- the family, emi- 
grated to America, locating in Philadelphia, 
11-here he remained for a short time. Later 
t ~ e  removed to Cincinnati, Ohio, and subse- 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



THE BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 897 

quently to  an estate in southern Indiana, 
where he lived the life of a country gentle- 
man. It was on this estate that the children 
grew to mai~hood or womanhood and ac- 
quired their English education. W11en yet 
a young man Prosper Lese~~re  came to Dan- 
ville. soon to be joined by his brother, and 
together, under the firm name of 1-. 8r: P. 
Leseure. they established a large general 
t_l~ercantile store, wl~ ic l~  they carried on for 
many Fears n-it11 marked success, theirs be- 
coming one of tile leading enterprises of the 
kind ill the city. In 1867, hou-ever, this 
partners!lip n-as clisso11-ed, and for a time 
Prosper Leseui-e was not engjaged in any 
business. Later, in co~lnection ~ i t l i  George 
Yeomans. he operated a large lumber busi- 
ness bnt eventually disposed of his interests 
to his son-in-law-, J. ti. Shedd. In 1883 
Mr. Leseure, together 11-ith several others, 
organized the State Bank, of u-l~icli he was 
vice presitleilt for a nunlber of years. retir- 
ing fro111 active business in 1889. In the 
spring of r8ga he renloved to California. 
living retired in Los Xngeles. 

E'rosper Leseure was twice married. To  
. the first union three children were born. of 

whom two are yet 1i1-ing : Helen L., the 
wido11- o i  J. G. Shedd, v-110 was the superin- 
tendel?t o i  scl~ools in Danville for many 
years: ant1 Oscar, \vho is a pronlinent sur- 
geon of Detroit, Rlichigan. His wife ha\-- 
ing died in 1858, Nr .  Leseure was again 
married. in 1863, to Miss Harriet Crane, of 
Danr-ille. One child n-as born to  then^, 
Ernest S. Leseure. the president of the Dan- 
ville Sational Bank. 

-4s a politician Prosper Leseure was little 
kcno\\ n. but in charitable and philanthropic 
work many have cause to remember him. 
He n-as unostentatious in his giving and it 
could 1x truthfully said of him that his right 
hand knew not XI-hat his left hand did. -An 

earnest Christian worker, he \\-as for a long 
period a moving spirit in the Presbyterian 
church. He  died leaving to his children a 
p r e c i ~ ~ ~ s  lepcq--the heritage of a ,pod 
name. 

A - -- 

Dr. It-aiter R. \\Tilson, of Hoopeston, is 
a native of Oneida coilnty, Sew  1-ork, born 
on the 20th of February. 1852. and comes 
of an old Sen- England family. His father, 
Otis E. lI'i'ilson. \\-as a native of 31assachu- 
setts, while the mother, who bore the maiden 
name of Mary 1Iattheu-s. was born in S e w  
1-ork and in the Empire state they \\-ere 
married. The father was a farmer in earli 
life :nc! later devoted his attention to gen- 
eral merc!landising in East Lynn, Illinois. 
There he died in 1894. but his ivife still sur- 
vives ancl is 11011- a resident of Hoopeston. 
:1i 111+1r famili\- \\-ere the follo\~ing children : 
Mrs. Hattie Elliott, of Hoopeston; l l rs .  Dr. 
Fallis, of Danville: Mrs. Frank Hall, of 
Hoopeston : and tile Doctor. 

\'\-hen only tn-o years of age Dr. \\jil- 
soil was taken by his parents to Kendall 
county. Il!inois. and thence the family 
remo\-ed to Kankakee county about IS 38. 
F-Ie \\-as reared upon the home farm 
until  linet teen years of age. making his 
home in Kankakee county until his re- 
mol-al vi th his parents to Hoopeston. in 
1877. 13s  earl!- etlncation was acquired in 
the public sch~ols  and for six months he was 
a sttrdcnt in Kankakee Seminan. Later he 
went to Chicago. Illitlois. and entered upon 
; course of study that could prepare him- for 
the practice of medicine and after the com- 
pletion of tlie re'q~lar course he \\-as p d u -  
atecl in Hahnemann Medical College with 
the class of 1877. H e  had previously studied 
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with Dr. Campbell, of TVilmington, Illinois. 
]:el! equipped for his chosen work, he 
located in Hoopeston, in February, 1877, on 
leaving Hahnemann College, and has since 
made his home here. H e  received an hon- 
Grary degree from the Chicago Homeopathic 
College in 1878. As a general practitioner 
of medicine ancl surgery he has displayed 
marked ability, showing that he 'is well 
equipped to successfully cope with the in- 
tricate problems which continually face the 
physician. H e  has a thorough knowledge of 
anatomy and keen insight into the ravages 
made by disease or cast upon people as a 
legacy by progenitors. In the administra- 
tion of remedial agencies he has been most 
successful and to-day he stands among the 
leading representatives of a profession which 
by maEy is given the highest rank among 
all the lines of activity to which man can 
devote his energies. The Doctor has recent- 
ly added an X-ray machine to his office. He  
has all of the modern appliances for the suc- 
cessful treatment of disease and for surgical 
work. His practice extends over a wide 
territory and comes from many of the best 
r'arnilies in this portion of the state, but al- 
though it makes heavy cleinands upon his 
time he is also controlling and superintend- 
ing his valuable farm of two hundred acres 
in Iroc~uois county. This farm is well 
stocked and is now the home of his son. In 
addition to his labor the Doctor hires farm 
hacds to assist in the work of the place. 
For about twelve years he was in the drug 
business which he carried on in connection 
with his przctice. In this enterprise he was 
associated with S. A. Kennedy and W. H. 
Elliott. but about 1896 he disposed of his 
drug interests. 

In Hoopeston, in October, 1877, was cel- 
ebrated the marriage of Dr. Wilson and Miss 
,\ma C. iVXuirheac1, a daughter of Rev. 

James M. Muirhead, xvho was a minister 
of the Methodist Episcopal church, largely 
preaching in central Illinois. He  died in the 
year 18gz, but the influence of his noble 
life remain as a blessed benediction to those 
who knew him. His wife, who in her mai- 
denhood n-as Mary Blackstock, is non- liv- 
ing in Champaign county, Illinois. Unto 
the Doctor and his wife have been born two 
sons and a daughter, the latter being -$!ice 
May, the wife of Ernest Bishop, of Hoopes- 
ton, Illinois. Robert E. is a graduate of the 
Chicago Homeopathic College, of the class 
of 1902, while Clarence J. is an enterprising 
farmer. The elder son was a member of 
Battery A, of Danville, during the Spanish- 
American war and served at  Porto Rico. 
Clarence resides in Iroquois county, Illinois, 
operating his father's farm of two hundred 
acres. The Doctor is quite prominent in 
Masonry, belonging to the blue lodge and 
chapter, ancl in the latter he has served as 
a high priest for several years. He  belongs 
to the Knights of Pythias fraternity, to the 
iModern \Jroodmen of America ancl the 
Royal Circle, and in the last two he is the 
inedical examiner. He  was reared in the 
faith of the Methodist church and has long 
been one of its earnest members. Formerly 
he served as its Sunday-school superintend- 
ent. He has taken quite an active interest in 
its work, contributing most liberally to its 
support. In his political affiliations the 
Doctor is a Republican and for two years he 
served as inayor of Hoopeston, while for 
six years he \%-as one of the aldermen of the 
city. He owns a two-story brick building in 
this town, the lower floor being occupied by 
Elliott's drug store, while the upper story 
is occ~~pied as a residence by the Doctor and 
his family. H e  is a member of the State 
Homeopathic Association and reading, 
study and investigation are continually 
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broadening his knowledge to an extent that 
makes him one of the best informed mem- 
bers of the medical fraternity in this part 
of the state. His practice has assumed ex- 
tensive and profitable proportions and this 
success is merited because of his close appli- 
cation and his deep interest in the work. 

THEODORE B. REDbI-OND, 31. D. 

On the roll of physicians in Vermilion 
county appears the name of Dr. Tl~eodore 
B. Redmond, who has attained considerable 
disti~lction in his chosen field of labor. H e  
resides in Verillilion Heights, a suburb of 
Danville, -ivhere he has a large practice, and 
lnoreover he is not only entitled to distinc- 
lion of mention in this volurne as a repre- 
sentatil-e of professional life but also as a 
representative of a prominent pioneer family 
of the county. 

H e  was born in Salem, Lirashington 
county, Indiana, November I, 1546, and is 
a sou of William H. and Elizabeth (Boul- 
ton) Redmond. The father was born in 
Floyd county, Incliana, about 1820, and his 
wife was born near Louisville, Kentucky, 
about ~ 5 ~ s .  She was there reared and edu- 
cated, hcC+ug good school privileges, and in 
TVashington county, Indiana, she gave her 
hand in marriage to Mr. Redmoixl. During 
the early part of his life the father resided 
near S e ~ v  -Albany, Indiana, where he learned 
anct folio\\-ed the tailor's trade, carrying on 
business there until 1848, 1v11en 11e came to 
Vermilion county, Illinois. settling at  
Georgeton-11. At an early day he served as 
postmaster there and was a \\-ell knoxvn and 
i~fluential citizen. H e  worked at the tailor's 
trade until his death, 11-hich occurred in 
1877, and his wife passed away upon a farm 

in Danville ton-nship, in 1885. She was a 
lady of superior culture and of literary taste 
and ability. She read broadly, became ex- 
tremely well informed and was justly re- 
garded as the most literary woman of 
Georgeto~vn. Writing was to her a pleasure 
and in an early day she was the correspond- 
ent from Georgeion-n to all the leading 
papers of this part of the state. She also 
possessed considerable poetical talent and 
contributed a number of poems as well as 
prose productions to periodicals, including 
both newspapers and magazines. She \\-rote 
for the papers under the non de plume of 
Lizzie and her productions were eagerly. 
read. She had a very wide acquaintance not 
only In this county but also in eastern Illi- 
nois and Indiarla and the public passed 
favorable judgment upon her literary and 
poetical poll-ers. She is survived by t ~ ~ o  
sons, the Doctor and John G., who resides 
upon a farm near Catlin. 

In the public schools near his home Dr. 
Iiedtnond obtained his preliminary educa- 
tion, ~-11ich \\-as supplenlented by study in 
the Georgeto\.;n Seminary, at  Georgetown, 
this county. after \vhich he spent one term 
as a st~zclent in the State University at Kor- 
mal, Illinois. Rettlrning to Vermilion coun- 
ty he then began teaching in the country 
schools near Georgeto~vil. 111 1868 he \vent 
to that place and took up the study of medi- 
cine in the office and under the direction of 
Ilr. Kimbrough, \\-it11 11-hom he studied for 
two years. He then began practice in Paler- 
1110. Illinois. \\-here he continued for a year, 
going tlience to Parlie county, Indiana, 
\\-here he practiced for three years. Feeling 
that his medical education was not complete, 
l?ol.~e\.er. he next went to Indianapolis and 
rnatricrllated in the Indiana Medical College 
in 11-hich he ~vas  graduated with the class of 
1875. receii-ing his diploma. -It  the ,g-adua- 
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tion exercises he delivered an essay upon 
zyrnosis and was accorded the first prize. 
He  returned then to Parke county, where he 
remained in practice until 1882, covering a 
period of ten years altogether in that county. 

On the 26th of December, 1872, the 
Doctor was united in marriage to  Miss Mary 
Ellen Rich~nond, a native of Parke county, 
and a daughter of Return J. and Mary (Mil- 
!erj Richmond, but the latter is no\v de- 
ceased. Wer father, hou~ever, is still living. 
H e  was an extensive farmer of Parke coun- 
ty, Sut has now- retired from business cares 
and for the past eighteen years has resided 
nrith his daughter and the Doctor. Mrs. 
Redmond is one of a large family and has 
three brothers and one sister yet living. All 
have married and have families of their OWE 

and are now residents of Indiana. Mrs. 
Redmond was educated in her native county 
and is a most estimable lady. She belongs 
to the IVonlan's Christian Temperance 
Union of Danville and her influence is ever 
given in behalf of measures intended for the 
uplifting of humanity. By her marriage she 
became the mother of one child : Idelle, who 
is the wife of Harry Gilliland, a contractor 
and builder, who resides at  Vermilion 
Heights and is actively connected with the 
improx-ement of that portion of Danville. 
They have two children, Rosalie and a baby 

b y .  
In the year 1882 Dr. Redmond returned 

\+-it11 his family from Indiana to Vermilion 
county and purchased a small farm in Dan- 
ville township, whereon he took up his resi- 
dence, and while superirising its improve- 
ment he also continued in the practice of 
medicine. There he remained until Decem- 
ber, IF, when he removed to the city, es- 
tablishing his home at Vermilion Heights, 
where he erected a nice residence and office 
at the corner of Second street and Warring- 

ton avenue. H e  has been very successful, 
in fact his professional duties make sucll 
heavy demands upon his time that it leaves 
him little opportunity for social enjoyment. 
H e  is, however, a zealous student who has 
a deep interest in his profession from t l ~ e  
scientific and from the humanitarian stand- 
point. His capability in coping ~vith disease 
in its many intricate forms has been the 
means of gaining- for him a very large pat- 
ronage and in consequence a good annual in- 
come. In early life the Doctor was an advo- 
cate of the Democracy but is now a stanch 
Republican, believing firmly in the principles 
of the latter party-. He belongs to the Odd 
Fell& Lodge at  Danville and both he and 
liis wife are nle~nbers of the Christian 
church. 

- - 

CHARLES E. ELLSWORTH. 

-\ltliough comparatively a young man 
at  the time of his death Charles E. Ells- 
worth had already attained a prominent pos- 
ition in public affairs and mas a recognized 
leader in political and social circles of Ver- 
milion county. His btlsi~less relations 
brought him in connection with many of 
the citizens of Danville and the wrrounding 
districts, all of XI-horn respected him for his 
genuine worth, for 11is loyalty in citizenship 
and his fidelity to  every trust reposed in 
him. 

Mr. Ellsworth \\;as born near Spring- 
field, in Clark county, Ohio, June I I,  I 868, 
and 11-as a son of Jacob and Sarah J. (Bire- 
ley) Ells\~~orth, who were also natives of the 
Buckeye state. On  the paternal side he was 
descended from an  old New England fam- 
ily, his great-grandfather, Jacob Ellsworth, 
having been born in New England. His 
grandfather was IVilliam Ellsworth, who 
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resided in Ohio for many years. The ma- 
ternal grandfather of our subject was Lewis 
Eire!ey, who lived and died in Ohio, passing 
away at the advanced age of eighty-five 
years. His n-ife bore the maiden name of 
Sarah Shank. The Shanks \\-ere originally 
from Pennsylvania but the branch of the 
family to which she belonged lived in Mary- 
land. Jacob Ells\~-orth, the father of our 
subject, spent his entire life in Ohio and fol- 
lo\\-ed the profession of teaching, thus aid- 
ing largely in the intellectual developinent 
of the various coinmunities tvith ~vhich he 
n-as connected. At the time of the Civil 
war he joined the Union army, becoming a 
inenlber of Co~npany G, Sinety-fourth Ohio 
Infantry. His n-idow still survives him. 

111 the conimou schools near his boy- 
hood home Cllarles E. Ellsn-orth obtained 
his eariy educatio~~ and at the age of sisteen 
was granted a teacher's certificate. ,%fter 
teacing for tn-o tenns in Ohio, he came to 
Danrille, Illinois, and attended the high 
school here for a time. Later he resumed 
teaching. ~vhich he followed until twenty- 
two years of age, ant1 in ~ S g o  turned his at- 
tention to the work of surveying, entering 
the service of -Alesander Boll-inan, then 
county surx:eyor of Vermilion county. Tn-o 
years later hlr. El!s~.vorth \\-as elected to that 
office on the Republican ticket ancl discharged 
the duties of the position so acceptably ant1 
creditably that he was re-elected in rSg6 and 
]\-as chosen for a third term in 1900. being 
the incumbent at the time of his 
death. \~-hich occurred 1Iarcl1 19, 190;. 
Xany of the new additions to the tit>- oof 
Danville were sur~eyed by him. He n-as 
also civil engineer in connection with the 
construction of a large portion of the streets 
of Hoopeston and made the sun-eq-s for the 
interurban lines of railroad connecting 
Danville with outside places. He  made and 

published a map of Hoopeston in 1890 and 
of Danville in 1@2. He laid out the toivns 
kno11-n as Vernlilion Heights and Oak Lawn 
and in 1897 he made the topographical out- 
line which was used in making all the ar- 
rangements by the United States govern- 
ment for the National Soldiers' Home in 
Dam-ille. In the follou-ing winter he as- 
sisted the United States geological engineers 
in making the topographical surrey of the 
country around Dans-ille, covering fifteen 
miles square. Xr .  Ellsn-orth thoroughly 
mastered his profession, u-hicl~ he under- 
stood in principle and detail and his accurate 
11-orkmanship, his systematic labors and his 
fidelity to trusts reposed in him made him 
a most co~n~nendable and acceptable officer. 

On the 29th of December, 1892, Mr. 
EIIs~vorth was united in marriage to Miss 
Julia Madden, an adopted daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Michael Madden, of Catlin, and to 
theim were born three children : Helen Eliz- 
abeth, Esther Mary and Grace Jane. 

Mr. Ells~vorth was a member of the Tn- 
dependent Order of Odd Fellon-s, the Tribe 
of Een I-Iur, and the Court of Honor. He 
took an active part in the work of organiz- 
ing lnany of the societies of the Sons of 
Veterans of Illiilois and was captain of 
Icearney Camp at Danville for four years. 
He  \\.as also in charge of the mustering of- 
fice of the Illinois di\,ision for four years 
and tluri~lg that time he instituted one hun- 
dred and t\\-enty-five camps. In 1899 11e 
became junior \-ice commander of the Illi- 
nois Division and perhaps to no other resi- 
dent of this part of the state did the or- 
ganization on-e so much of its advancement 
and substantial progress. H e  was president 
of the Danville Poultry Xssociation and one 
of the promoters of the Vermilion County 
Poultry -Association. With the second meet- 
ing of the State Poultry Association under 
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the new appropriation by the legislature he 
was placed on the executive board. Five 
years ago when the joint meeting of the 
state and county associations was held, he 
was secretary of the latter association and 
assisted the state secretary. His work for 
the official was so thorough that he was 
chosen to that office, and in January, 1903, 
he was elected state president. In politics 
Mr. Ellsworth was a prominent and active 
Republican and was one of the promoters of 
the Joseph Cannon campaign club. He was 
a typical American citizen, wide-awake and 
progressive, who entered heartily and en- 
thusiastically into any movement which re- 
ceived his indorsement. 

WILLIAM BEVER, SR. 

William Beaver, Sr., who is now enjoy- 
ing the fruits of his former toil, living a 
retired life in Potomac, was born in Foun- 
tain county, Indiana, October 23, 1831. 
His father, John Rever, was a native of Ken- 
tucky, in which state the grandfather, Mich- 
ael Bever, had located at a very early day. 
Later the family removed to Ohio and about 
r 8 2 j  Michael Bet-er became a resident of 
Fountain county, Indiana, establishing a 
home there in pioneer times. He  had a 
family of nine sons and two daughters, 
among whom was John Bever. The father 
of our subject spent thk .days of his child- 
hood and youth iii Adams county, Ohio, and 
was married there to Jane Pemberton. He 
and his wife then established their home 
upon a farm in Ohio, where they lived for a 
number of years. When his father removed 
to Indiana he also took his family to that 
state, traveling with a six horse team. He  
settled in Fountain county in 1825, among 
the early residents who had established 

homes the& The grandfather and his sons 
each entered land from .the government, 
cleared their respective tracts and developed 
good farms. John Bever owned two hun- 
dred acres of good land which he trans- 
formed into a nice farm and upon which he 
spent his remaining days, there rearing his 
family. 

In taking up the personal history of \;Vill- 
iam Bever, Sr., we present to our readers the 
life record of one who is widely and favor- 
ably known in Potomac and throughout the 
silrrounding district. In retrospect 11-e can 
see him as a young boy, assisting in clearing 
his father's farm. in planting the fields and 
cultivating the crops until after the harvests 
were garnered in the autumn. To some ex- 
tent he attended the public schools, but his 
educational privileges were limited to some 
degree. In early life he engaged in teaching 
for one term. I-ie was married in Fountain 
county, Indiana, January 18, 1852, to 
Lydia Jane Keller, a native of Tennessee, 
born in Greene county. His attention 
was then given to agricultural pur- 
suits in Fountain county until 1880, the year 
of his arrival in Vermilion county, Illinois. 
13ere he located on a farm a half mile east 
of Potomac, becoming the owner of two 
hundred acres of land which he continued to 
cultivate successfully for nine years, when 
he removed to I-'otomac, although he carried 
on farm work for a year thereafter. In con- 
nection with his son, William A., he pur- 
chased a steam thresher-the Huber ma- 
chine,- which they have together operated . 

during the harvesting season for a number 
of years and the son is still successfully en- 
gaged in threshing grain in the county. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Bever have been born 
four children who are yet living : Rebecca, 
the wife of William Blackford, a farmer of 
Middlefork township ; Sarah, at home; Will- 
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iam A., who is married and resides in P+ 
tomac; and Ella, the wife of Xsa Felmley, 
of Potomac. They also lost three children. 
The eldest daughter, Niinerva, grew to 
womanhood and married Charles Davis, of 
Fountain county, Indiana. She died in that 
count? about 1878. Mary became the wife 
of J. Blackford, of Fountain county, after- 
ward came to Vermilion county and died in 
?diddlefork toninship. Franklin died at the 
age of eighteen months. 

Xr .  Bever's study of the political ques- 
tions of the day has led him to give an earn- 
est support to the Republican party, with 
which lie has been allied from the time of its 
organization, casting his first ballot for its 
first presidential candidate, John C. Frernont, 
and for each presidential nominee of the Re- 
public~-n party since that time with the ex- 
ception of the year 1880, when he lost his 
vote by reason of his renloval from Indiana 
to Illinois. He  has been elected assessor 
and re-elected until he has now served for 
five consecutive terms and has been elected 
for the sixth term, having made five assess- 
ments of the town and township. He  has 
like~vise been a member of the town board 
and has ever been found loyal and efficient 
in eyery position of public trust to which he 
has been appointed. All who know him es- 
teem him for his genuine worth and for his 
fidelity to duty in both public and private 
life. 

A - 

Mr. 117. DYE. 

Progression might well be termed the 
1vatc1n1-ord of the newly organized firm of 
Miller & Dye, dealers in marble in Danville. 
There is nothing of fearful conservatism to 
be seen in their business methods, but on the 
other hand advancement and on-going are 

the elements which have already placed this 
firm in the vanguard of the business enter- 
prises of the city, \\-here but a comparatively 
fen- months ago it \\;as entirely unknou-n- 
the business having not then been estab- 
lished. 

IT. '\Ti. Dye is a western man by- birth, 
training and preference and possesses the 
enterprising spirit of this section of the 
country. He was born near Riola, Illi- 
nois, August 20, 1871, and is a son of C. 
T. and Elizabeth (Shaver) Dye. On the 
paternal side the ancestry can be traced back 
to William Dye, who \\-as a soldier under the 
command of George IVashington in the Rev- 
olutionary war and participated in the cam- 
paign of New Jersey and the memorable 
winter at Valley Forge. He  died in New 
Jersey in 1784. His son, Kenneth Dye, of 
hiason county, Kentucky, died in 1817 and 
he was the father of Peter Dye, the great- 
grandfather of our subject. Peter Dye, also 
lived in hlason county, Kentucky, and died 
in 1822. John Dye, the grandfather, became 
a private of Company C, Seventy-third Illi- 
nois Volu~lteer Infantry, during the Civil 
war and was killed at the battle of Stone 
River. I t  was his son, C. T. Dye, who mar- 
ried Elizabeth Shaver and became the fa- 
ther of our snbject. Mrs. Dye was the eld- 
est da~1g11ter of Captain David Shaver, of 
Dan\-ille. ancl a descendant of Zachary 
Taylor, president of the United States. Still 
further back can the ancestry be traced. 
His great-grandfather, John Allen Taylor, 
\\-as a son of Harrison Taylor, a cousin of 
the president of the United States. Peter 
Shaver. also a great-grandfather of our sub- 
ject. was born in Botetourt county, Virginia, 
in  IT^, ancl sen-ed in the war of 1812. Af- 
ter his marriage C. T. Dye began farming 
and throughout his entire life followed agri- 
cultural pursuits. 
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W. W. Dye, whose name introduces this 
record, was reared by his parents, who gave 
him a sure foundation upon which to build 
character as well as business success, for 
he was trained to habits of industry and 
economy. After attending the common 
schools he pursued a normal course in the 
Kansas Kormal College a t  Fort Scott, Kan- 
sas, but did not graduate. For ten years he 
engaged in teaching school and was a suc- 
cessful educator. H e  afterward went upon 
the road as a traveling salesman, represent- 
ing a n~onumental business and was extreme- 
ly successful in that line. For three years 
he was upon the road and then embarked 
in business on his 01%-n account. I t  was early 
in his business career that he entered the en?- 
ploy of the firm of C. N. Clark &Company, 
of Urbana, Illinois, dealers in cemetery work 
of all kinds. Having mastered the business 
in all its departillents he became their lead- 
ing man and then ambitious to engage in .  
business on his own account l ~ e  entered into 
partnership \yitli J. W. Miller, \vho was the 
chief designer for the firm oi Knos, Miller 
Sr Company, of Danville, o'f which he was 
also a partner. On the I 5th of July, 1902, 
the firm of 3,Iiller & Dye opened an office at 
No. 22, South Vermilion street and have 
since conductecl business with constantly 
growing success. They make a specialty of 
work in -\merican and iinported marbles 
or granites, and from their establisllment 
are sent out some of the finest spceiinens 
of the sculptor's art to be found anywhere. 
They carry a large stock-of granite and mar- 
ble and are prepared to do work of all 
classes from the smallest headstone to the 
most elaborate mausoleum. Both men are 
iully qualified to superintend the business 
in any department and splendid success has 
attended their efforts, in fact, their business 
has far exceeded their expectations, many 

very large and important contracts being 
awarded them until the output brings to 
them a very gratifying financial return. En- 
terprise and energy, a knowledge of the 
trade and the desires of the public, and busi- 
ness methods, which neither seek nor re- 
quire disguise-in these are found the secret 
of their succe'ss. 

On the 24th of X u p s t ,  1893, l l r .  Dye 
was united in marriage to Miss Emily -\lice 
Church, of Catlin, Illinois. Her parents 
\\-ere born and reared in the city of London 
and after attaining mature years canle to 
_\merica. Mr. and h4rs. Dye 11011- have 
four children : Gladys, Francis, 11-alter C. 
and Vida. Socially Mr. Dye is co~lnected 
with the Masonic fraternity, the Odd Fel- 
IOU-s Society, the Modern IVoodmeil of 
inen of America and the Court of Honor. 

Dorillan B. Douglass is the owner cf one 
of the finest farms of Catlin toivnship, hav- 
ing three hundred and sisty acres of valu- 
able land on sections I and 2 ,  his broad acres 
being ~ n d e r  a high state of cultiration, 
~\-l~ile substantial buildings have been erect- 
ed and the place is rendered still illore at- 
tractive by numerous shade and frnit trees 
with which he has adorned the grounds. 
Concrete w l k s  ha\-e been laid and all mod- 
ern equipments, improvements and conr-en- 
iences have been added until the Douglass 
farm is now one of the finest and most val- 
uable in this section of the county. 

Its well known and progressive owner 
11-as born October I I, 1827, in Danville 
tom-nship, Vermilion county, and is there- 
fore one of its oldest native sons. Its his- 
tory from pioneer times down to the present 
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is familiar to him, his menlory forming a 
coilnecting link betn-een the days when this 
section of the country \\-as a frontier dis- 
trict to the present period of progressive- 
ness and prosperity. Mr. Douglass comes 
of New England ancestry and is the second 
in order of birth of the children of Cj-rus 
and Ruby (Bloss) Douglass. The father 
was born in Vermont and the mother's birth 
occurred in Tioga county, Pennsj-lvania, she 
being a representative of one of the worthy 
families of the Keystone state. They were 
married about three miles north of Danville 
at a place called Denmark, and soon after- 
ward they took up their abode about three 
miles south of Danville. The father was a 
hatter by trade, having learned the business 
in New 'Trork, and on emigrating ~vestnrard 
he brought with him considerable material 
with which to engage in business in St. 
Louis, Missouri. There he remained for a 
time, afterward removing to Brown COLIII~~,  
Indiana, but in that locality he remained for. 
but a short period. It was in the year 1824 
that he arrived i a  Vermilion county, first 
settling east of Georgeto\\-n near Eugene, 
where he entered some land froin the gov- 
ernment, the grant being made by- President 
Janles R4onroe. He afterward livecl at But- 
ler's Point and it \\-as while residing in that 
locality that he was married. Subsequently 
he entered other tracts of land and became 
the owner of a ~aluable farm. He \\;as 
numbered among the founders of the coun- 
ty, aiding in laying broad and deep the foun- 
dation upon 11-l~iclz has been builded the 
present improvement and prosperity of this 
portion of the state. Indians were very 
numerous during the early days of his resi- 
dence here. The forests stood in their 
primeval strength and were not only the 
haunt of the red men but also were tlie lair 
of many wild animals. From the time of his 

36 

marriage until his retirement to private life 
Cyrus Douglass carried on agricultural pur- 
suits and his labors resulted in making his 
farm very productive. In 186 j, however, 
he reinoved to Fairmount and there his wife 
died on the I jth of December, 1866. Mr. 
Douglass survi\-'ed her for fourteen years, 
passing away December 20, 1880, and thus 
the county lost one m-ho had been very active 
in advancing its interests from an early 
epoch in its history. Rlr. Douglass served 
under Captain llorgan L. Paq-ne in the 
Black Ha\\-k war of 1831-2.. and was most 
helpful in reclaiming this portion of the 
state for the uses of the white man. In his 
family were thirteen children, nine sons and 
four daughters, all of whom reached years 
of maturity with the exception of one son, 
who died at the age of nine years. 

Those things which are to most of the 
residents of Vermilion county matters of 
history are to Mr. Douglass things of ex- 
perience. I t  is hardly possible for the vis- 
itor of to-day to realize that a half century 
ago all this rich region \\-as wild and un- 
improved, and yet Mr. Douglass can well 
remember the stretches of forest and of un- 
broken prairie, the log cabin homes, the lit- 
tle villages which stood upon the site of now 
flourishing to\vns and cities. He c,m re- 
member Danville when it contained but 
three stores, ancl during the period of his 
boyhood many of the towns of the county 
\\-ere not founded. He pursued his educa- 
tion in a log schoolhuse, which was heated 
\\-it11 an immense fireplace that extended 
across one entire end of the room. Like the 
other schoIars he sat upon the slab benches 
and he conned his lessons from schoolb~oks 
of a primitive character in institutions of 
learning were the motto of "spare the rod 
and spoil the child" was one that was closely 
follo~ved. I t  was only through the winter 
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season that he had the privilege of attending 
school, for during the summer months his 
services were needed upon the home farm, 
-4s soon as old enough to handle the plo-n- 
he took his place in the fields and was there- 
after al~vays busily engaged in the work of 
cultivating the crops until after the harvests 
of late fall. The first plow which he used 
was a wooden mold board and he drove with 
a single line harness made of rope. He did 
his harvesting with a reap hook, which later 
was superceded by a cradle. After turning 
the furrows the girls of the family would 
drop corn by hand. At leng-th, however, 
Mr. Douglass left home and spent three 
years in the gold regions of southern Ore- 
gon and also of California, being located 
principally upon the little fork of the Feath- 
er river. I-Ie resided in California from 
1851 until 1853, during which time he was 
engaged in mining, and then returning home 
by way of the ocean and Nicara~qpa route 
to New York, crossing the country then to 
Vermilion county, Illinois. Again in 1864 
Mr. Douglass made that long trip to the 
Pacific coast, crossing the plains to Idaho 
and Montana, \~rhere he remained for about 
two and one-half years. In that period lie 
engaged in minig and different occupations. 
After his trip to California he returned to 
his farm of two hundred acres, which was 
partially improved, and at  once began its 
further development and cultivation. In his 
agricultural pursuits he has ever displayed 
industry and enterprise, combined with es- - 
cellent busitless j~id~gment, and thus through 

- his o~vn labors he has steadily advanced to 
a position of affluence, being now the pos- 
sessor of a very valuable farm proprety. 
LVhen he was a boy Chicago was the trad- 
ing point for the family and long trips were 
made by wagon to that city. Mr. Douglass 
can also reinember when the people largely 

attended church by walking the entire dis- 
tance, seeing I\-l-hole families go tn-o or three 
miles in this way. Frequently they made 
the journey on horseback, the wife sitting 
behind her husband on the same horse. Camp 
meetings were held out of doors and candles 
11-ere fastened to the bushes in order to af- 
ford light. Mr. Douglass remembers quite 
well the first matches which he ever sari-, 

and previoris to that time fires were built 
by using flint and ton-, also punk, which was 
picked up in the timber. The clothing was 
largely made from flax spun in the house- 
hold. the women doing the carding and 
spinning, the cleaning and 11-ea~ing, utiliz- 
ing indigo for coloring. Even the congress- 
men \vent to IVashington in the home made 
clothing. and few indeed were the tailor- 
made suits seen in Vermilion county during 
that epoch. It was quite dificult to obtain 
leather for shoes, and the individual had 
only abotit one pair a year. On Sundays 
the girls \vould carry their shoes until they 
were near the church. when they n-oulcl put 
them on. removing them after the senrice 
was over and returning home barefootd. 

In  185 j Mr. Douglass was united in mar- 
riage to Miss Anna Do~vning. in Dandle  
toivnship, the lady being a daughter of Ellis 
and Louise ( Hathau-ay) Don-ning, \~-llo 
were nat i~es  of Virginia and Kentucky, re- 
spectively. Her parents began their domes- 
tic life in the latter state. and aftern-arc1 be- 
came pioneer settlers of Logansport, Indi- 
ana, where the father died. Subsequently the 
mother came to Catlin ton-nship. Vermilion 
coui~ty. \\-here she remained until her death. 
Four children were born of their union. of 
vihom Mrs. Douglass is the eldest. She was 
born near l~ashington.'~in Mason county, 
Kentucky, December z j . I 82 j . accompanied 
her parents to Indiana and with her mother 
came to Illinois. By her marriage she had 
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five children: Samuel, who is now living tended county and congressional con- 
at home; Eliza, the wife of G. W. Cook: ventions and has put forth very earnest 
Allen, \1-11o married Afaggie Byerly; Belle effort in behalf of the party and its successceSS 
B.. the wife of Charles Lucas; and George He owns three hundred and sixty- acres of 
\V., who married Miss Cord, and lives on the best farnl land in the county and h is  
the old homestead. Mr. Douglass also has home farm, all of which is well tiled and 
twell-e grandchildren. In 1902 he was called fenced and under a very high state of cul- 
upon to mourn the loss of his wife, who tivation, is the visible evidence of his life 
died on the 16th of June of that year. They of industry and toil. He also has other 
had traveled life's journey together for more farm property which he leases. Coal under- 
than forty-six years, sharing with each lies his home place and at any time he could 
other its joys and sorrotvs, its adversity and command one hundred and fifty dollars per 
prosperiq. They had been most happy in acre for his land. His property is the re- 
their home life and the loss of the wife ward of his labor and well does he merit 
comes as a very great blow to the husband. the comfortable competence which notv pro- 

. She had been an invalid for about fifteen vides him with all of the necessities and 
or sixteen years, but bore her illness uncom- many of the luxuries of life. 
plainingly, without a murmur. 

11Ir. Douglass has indeed seen many ++= 
changes in Verlnilion county. He himself 
has made trips down the Mississippi river XTJSTIS 11. SOSGER. 
to New Orleans, going upon a flatboat made 
at Olmsted Mill. Twice he has crossed the Austin Ill. Songer, \vI-ho is one of the 
plains to the Pacific ocean, making the trips prosperous business men of Vermilion coun- 
with OX teams. To-day when he travels he ty. having been actively and I~onorabIy 
finds it possible to speed over the country in engaged in merchandising in -Alvin, has 
a palace car in ivhich one can enjoy almost been a resident of this portion of the 
all the comforts and conveniences of a mod- state since -2ug~1st. 1868. He was born 
ern home. He takes a deep interest in what in \\-arren county. Indiana. August 17, 
has been accomplished in Vermilion county 18j0. and his father. Leu-is Songer. was 
and he has ever borne his part in the work a native of I'irginia. I\-hen a young man 
of de\~elopment and improvement. For over he came to Illinois. settling in 1-errnilion 
thirty years he has been an honored mem- count?, and later removed to 1Jrarren coum- 
ber of Cztlin Lodge, No. 285, F. & -4. XI., tj-. Indiana. He married Catherine Daniels, 
has passed throu~gh all of the chairs and that also a native of the Old Dominion and both 
he is one of the valued representatives of were of Germail ancestry. I t  was during 
the craft is shown by the fact that his pic- the pioneer epoch of \Varren county that 
ture hangs upon the  all of the lodge room. Mr. Songer located there and he often took 
Fifty-four times has he exercised his right a flatboat d o ~ ~ n  the \\-abash and Alississippi 
of franchise, being a Democrat of the Jack- rivers to S e w  Orleans. thus transporting his 
sonian type and one of the standard bearers products to the southern market. In 1868 
of the party. A number of times has he at- he came to Vermilion county, settling in 
tended congressional and county coilrention Ross ton-nship. 
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Austin M. Songer, who accompanied his 
parents, was then a young man of eighteen 
years. He had acquired good school privi- 
leges in Indiana and had assi~ted his father 
in the more arduous task of developing and 
clearing the home farm. Here he also bore 
his part in the farm work until after he had 
attained his majority, when he started out 
in life on his own account, working by the - 

month as a farm hand for a few years. He 
also chopped wood and made railroad ties 
during the winter, while during the sum- 
mer months he del-oted his energies to 
cultural pursuits. His labor and economy 
a t  length brought to him capital sufficient 
to enable him to make a purchase of land 
and he became the owner of forty acres of 
timber land near Alvin. From this he 
cleared the trees and in course of time trans- 
formed the tract into a richly cultivated 
field. He successfully carried on farming 
until 1584, when he came to Alvin and pur- 
chased an interest in a merca~tile enterprise 
here. Later the stock was divided and Mr. 
Songer has since carried on the business 
alone, increasing his stock to meet the grow- 
ing demands of his trade. He now carries 
a large line of general merchandise and has 
a very liberal patronage, owing to the repu- 
tation \vhich he has gained for handling a 
high grade of goods and fair dealing. He 
has qualities fi-hich make him a popular mer- 
chant, being genial, approachable and oblig- 
ing, and through his trade transactions he 
has gained many warm friends. He pur- 
chased a lot in the town and has erected 
thereon a large brick residence, which is one 
of the attractive homes here. He also owns 
other town propel-ty and a good farm near 
Alvin and has a business block in Alvin 
aside from the one which is occupied by his 
own store. 

While his agricultural and comillercial 

interests have made heavy demands upon his 
time Mr. Songer has yet found time to take 
an active interest in political affairs, as 
every true -4merican citizen should do 
who has the welfare of his country at  
heart. He has long been a Democrat, 
supporting the men and measures of 
the party and he was appointed by Presi- 
dent Clevelancl to the office of postmaster 
of Alvin, serving for four years. He has 
also been president of the town board for 
a number of terms, has been president of the 
school board for two terms and has fre- 
quently been a delegate to the county con- 
ventions of his party, his opinions carrying 
11-eight and influence in its councils. He 
1m.s been elected a member of the county 
6aard of supervisors from Ross township. 
althougl~ he is living in a strong Republican 
district and on the board is serving as a 
members of a number of inlportant commit- 
tees, including those on public buildings and 
g r ~ ~ ~ ~ l d s .  He ancl his wife are members of ' 

the Methodist Episcopal church, in which 
he is serving as trustee. 

Mr. Songer was married in Ross town- 
ship, September 26, 1871, to Amanda E. 
Biteler, a native of Indiana and a daughter 
of William and Mary Biteler, who were 
pioneer settlers of Vermilion county, coming 
to this state from Indiana. They are still 
living here numbered among the honored 
early settlers of the community. 1'Ir.s. Son- 
ger has spent the greater part of her life in 
Vermilion county and by her marriage has 
become the mother of three children : Will- 
iam L.. who assists his father in the store; 
Effie %ray, the wife of Fred Pasmas, of Al- 
vin; and Auclubon Cleveland. The family 
have a very attractive an> pleasant home in 
Alvin, noted for its gracious hospitality, and 
the members of the l~ousehold occupy an en- 
viable position in social circles where true 
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worth and intelligence are received as pass- 
ports illto good society. The record of Mr. 
Songer is one which the American citizens 
hold in highest regard for it proves the pos- 
sibilities that this country affords to her 
residents. He has by strong purpose, sup- 
pleinented by industry and clear business 
jud,gment ah-anced to a very creditable posi- 
tion in commercial circles and now possesses 
a handsome competence 11-hich is the direct 
relvard of his own labors. 

Centuries ago the sage Epicharmus gal-e 
expression to the adage "Earn thy reward; 
the gods give naught to sloth," and through- 
out the ages which have run their course 
since that time the t r ~ ~ t h  of this admonition 
has been verified. I t  is as manifest in pro- 
fessional life as in industrial work and the 
illen who gain advancement and success are 
those 11-11o apply themselves earnestly to 
their chosen calling, making it always the 
first consideration. Because of close applj- 
cation, broad learning and capability Dr. 
Abraha~ll L. Fox has become well known as 
a successful physician of Danville. He m-as 
born at Oal<\\-ood. Verinilion county, Octo- 
ber 30, 1858. ancl is a son of George -4. ancl 
Margaret Oakwood Fox, the former a na- 
tive of Greene county. Pennsylvania. and the 
latter of Kentucky. His parents were mar- 
ried in this county, the mother beloi~ging to 
the old and prominent Oak]\-ood family 
which is represeiltecl elsew-here in this work. 
George -A. Fox came to Vermilion county 
\\-hen a young man of tlventj--three years, 
driving one thousand head of sheep across 
the country from Peni~sylx-ania. He settled 
in Oakwood toll-nship, where he purchased 

came the possessor of extensive property in- 
terests. Unto him and his wife were born 
six children, all of whom are yet living, the 
daughter being the fourtl~ in order of birth. 
The father died October 14, 1900, and his 
wife passed away in July, 1895, their re- 
mains being interred in the Oak\\-ood cem- 
eteq-. 

Dr. Fox of this review began his educa- 
tion in the district schools of Oak\\-ood 
ton-nship and afterward entered the semin- 
an- at Dan\-ille, pursuing a course in ad- 
\-anced studies. Subsequentlj- he engaged in 
teaching for three years in Catlin, Oak\\-od 
and Pilot toivnships oi Vermilion county, 
but he regarded this as a preliminary step 
to other professional labor. -It the end of 
that time he entered Rush Medical College 
in 1879 and was graduated with the class of 
1882 upon the completion of a thorough 
course. He then returned to Oak\\-ood and 
entered upon practice, remaining there for  
fotlr ;\-ears, since which time he has lived in 
Danville. He  has never had a partner, but 
has lnade his way unaided and has gained a 
creditable standing in professional circles 
as one \\-hose kno~vledge and ability en- 
titles him to the patronage of the 
public. In 1893 he \\-as elected health 
commiss;oner of Danville and served for 
two years. Jn 1899 he \\-as again chosen 
for that oflice and in 1901 he \\-as re-elected, 
his second term expiring on the 30th of 
-April. 1903. From 1890 until 1894 Dr. 
F o s  sened as local surgeon of this division 
of the Chicago & Eastern Illi~lois Railroad. 
He is esamining physician for several insur- 
ance companies, including the 3Ietropolitan 
of Xe\v York, the Pacific Ilutual of Califor- 
nia. the Ilrestern Ifutual Life -Association of 
Chicago. the Security Trust 8r Life Insur- 
ance Company of Philadelphia and the Chi- 
cago Guarantee Life Fund of Chicago. He 
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belongs to the Vermilion County Medicai 
Society, the Tri-County Medical Society, the 
Ulinois State Medical Society and the -tuner- 
i c u ~  Medical Association, thus keeping in 
tuuch with the advanced thought of the pro- 
fession as it is continually broadening its 
field of use f~ulness. 

In March, 1882, the Doctor was united 
in marriage to Miss Lida Shean, of Danville, 
and to them were born ttvo children, Ma- 
belle Clare and Gertrude G. On the 6th of 
August, 1889, the  Doctor was again mar- 
ried, his second union being with Miss Eva 
G. Gibbs, of Danville. Politically he is a 
Republican with firm faith in the principles 
of the party, yet without desire for official 
honors as a reward for party fealty. Fra- 
ternally he is connected with Damascus 
Lodge, No. 84, K. P., the Benevolent Pro- 
tective Order of Elks of Danville and the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows in which 
he is a past grand. He is also connected 
with a number of insurance orders. His 
genial nature makes him a favorite in social 
as well as professional life yet his first con- 
sideration is always his professional duty 
to which he is ever faithful. 

NO-AH D. SOWERS. 

Noah D. Sowers was for many years a 
progressive farmer of Vermilion county, 
Illinois, and. recognized as a valued citizen, 
his loss \\;as deeply deplored by many friends. 
H e  was born in Fountain county, Indiana, 
February 5, 1843, a son of Michael and 
Sarah (Rachard) Sowers, who were natives 
of Davidson county, North Carolina, where 
they were married in 1835. Four years 
later they removed to Fountain county, In- 

diana, where the father engaged in farming 
until his death, which occurred August I j, 

1845, _when he tvas fifty-two years of age. 
The mother afterward married a Mr. Mor- 
gan, whet has since died, and she passed 
away on the a I st of November, I 881, a t  the 
age of seventy-one years. Our subject's fa- 
ther was a Democrat in his political views 
and was identified with the Lutheran church. 
In his family were three children: Louis, 
who resides in Fairmount, IIlinois; Phebe, 
the wife of Thomas Gooding, a resident of 
Fo~~nta in  county, Indiana; and Koah D. 

In the district schools of his native state 
the subject of this revie\\- pursued his educa- 
tion until sixteen years of age. His advant- 
ages in that direction, however, were some- 
what limited because during the months of 
summer his services were needed upoil the 
home farm. He remained upon the farm, 
assisting his stepfather in its cultivation until 
he tvas twenty-one years of age. In 1867 he 
arrived in I!linois, taking up his abode in 
Vermilion county, where he engaged in 
farming with his brother for ten years. Dur- 
ing that time he saved his earnings and wit11 
the capital tlius acquired he purchased eigh- 
ty acres of land in Vance toivnship. Upon 
this he erected a good house and substantial 
barns a ~ l d  contint~ed the cultivation of his 
fields with good sllccess for a number of 
vears. 

On the 17th of February, 1881, Mr. 
Sowers \\-as united in marriage in IVashing- 
ton county, Pennsylvania, to  Miss Cinder- 
ella Conklin. who was born in that county, 
March 21, 1847. Her parents, William and 
Catherine (Ross) Conklin, were both na- 
tives of the Keystone state and were mar- 
ried in Greene ~ounty, '~~ennsylvania, after 
which they located on the farm near Pros- 
perity, Washington county. They lived 

t 
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there until the father died on the 1st of June, 
1879, and the mother still makes her home 
on the old farm. H e  was a Democrat and 
held a number of township offices, including 
that of justice of the peace. H e  belonged 
to the Methodist Episcopal church, and his 
life was in consistent harmony with h: 1s re- 
ligious faith. Mrs. Sowers was one of a 
iamily of nine children, six of whom are 
o i n :  i l i a  A,, ~l-l-ho resides 
upon the old homestead: Cinderella. the 
wido~v of our subject: P h e k  Jane, the 
wife of Cepllus lleeks. who is living 
near I\'aynesburg, Greene county, Pennsyl- 
vania; Ophelia. the wife of Ross JIcLain, 
of Greene county. Pennsylvania; 11-a G., the 
\\-idon- of George l lann,  and a resident of 
\Vaskington county. Pennsylvania; and 
Ross M., ~vho  nlakes his home in Portland. 
Oregon. 

-At the time of their marriage Mr. Sow- 
ers took his bride to his home farm and there 
they resided continuously until 1899, 11-hen 
they removed to Fairmount. He  was quite 
successful in his agricultural work and was 
the o~vner of one hundred ancl tn-enty acres 
of valuable !and. His death occurred June 
27, 1900. and he \\-as laid to rest in the 
F a i r i ~ ~ o ~ ~ n t  cenletery. -1 stanch Democrat 
in his political views he ah-ays reiusecl to 
11olcl office. but in other ways rendered his 
partv what services he could. He belonged 
to the C~~i~~berlancl  Preslq-terian church aild 
his life was a busy. useful ancl upright one 
characterized by qualities which in even- 
land ancl ever\- clin1e command estee~n and 
gooci will. In 1901 Mrs. So\vers built a 
commodious hoille in Fairnlount and she 
also on-ns an acre of ground here on ~vhich 
are some good residences. ~vhich she rents. 
She is an estimable lady and is 11-iclely ancl 
fa~orably lalo\vn in this portion of 1-ermil- 
ion county. 

ERNEST X. LESEU-RE. 

E. X. Leseure, the president of the Dan- 
~ i l l e  National Bank, was born in Dan~ille, 
March 24, 1564, a son of Prosper and Har- 
riet T. Leseure. In the common and high 
schools of this city he obtained his English 
education and in 1882 he went to Europe, 
spending tn-o years in travel and study in 
France and Germany. Cpon returning to 
Danville he a t  once entered upon his busi- 
ness career, in the State Bank. He entered 
the bank as bookkeeper in order to become 
familiar with a41 the details of the business, 
and a little later became its assistant cashier. 
In due course he became the cashier of the 
institution, with which he remained until the 
1st of Jaunary, 1891, when he entered the 
Seconcl Sational Bank of this city as assist- 
ant cashier. He acted in that capacity until 
iSg4, when he left the bank and became 
general manager of the Danville Street Rail- 
:\,y & Light Company, with which he was 
connectecl until the fall of 1900, when the 
plant \vas sold to eastern parties. Mr. Le- 
seure then purchased the interest of R. D. 
SlcDonald and J. S. JIcFerren, in the State 
Rank of Dan~ille. ancl on the 1st of Decern- 
ber. 19oo. assuniecl the presidency of the 
bank. Six nlontlts later the State Bank 
\\-as con\-erted into the present Danville 
Sational Bank. of \\-l~ich J l r .  Leseure is the 
l~resicle~lt ant1 the principal stockholder. 

In 189 I l l r .  Leseure was united in mar- 
riage to JIiss IIable F. Cannon. a daughter 
of Hon. Joseph G. Cannon. a sketch of 
I\-llom appears else\\-here in this work. They 
~ ~ o \ t -  ha\-e two daughters. 1-irginia and 
Iielen. In his political 1-ie~vs l I r .  Leseure 
is a Republican. He is thoroughly convers- 
ant \\-it11 the banking business in all its de- 
partments and to it gives the major part of 
his attention I\-ith the result that the Danville 
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Naional Bank has become one of the strong- 
est financial institutions in this part of the 
-state. - A - - 

IVILLIAM H. PRICE. 

Nature seems to haye intended that man 
shall spend the latter years of life in retire- 
ment from labor. In youth he is ambitious, 
-energetic anfl resoltrte and the future lures 
him on with bright hopes. As inanhood ad- 
vances matme judgment is added to the 
qualities of younger years and results in the 
.careful conduct of- business affairs. Later, 
one's physical powers are not so great and it 
'is thus evident that man was intended to 
labor less strenuously in his declining years. 
-To Mr. Price has been vouchsafecl a well- 
earned retirement from work. H e  was long 
associated with agricultural interests and at  
one time he owned and operated twelve h ~ m -  
dred acres of land, thus carrying on farming 
on an extensive scale. Now he is living 
quietly at  his pleasant home a t  No. 408 
Robinson street, Danville, leaving the more 
active duties of a business life to others. H e  
-was born in Pike county, Clhio, July 4, 1827, 
and since December, 1830, has been a resi- 
dent of Vernlilion county, Illinois. His 
father, Robert G. Price, born July 27, 1788, 
was a native .of Kentucky and was there 
reared. During. the war of I 8 I 2 he loyally 
served his country as a soldier under Gen- 
eral IYilliam Henry Harrison. When a 
young man he went to Pike county, Ohio, 
where he was married to Nancy Howard, 
born February 27, 1793, a native of the 
Buckeye state. H e  took his bride tophis farm 
home and in Pike county carried on agri- 
cultural pursuits until 1830, when he 
brought his family to Vermilion county, Illi- 
'nois. Here he entered from the government 

eighty acres of land, u-hich was located near 
the city of L)anr-ille. He  cleared this, as it 
was timber, turning the first furrow on many 
a field. There he carried on farm work for 
some time and later sold that place and set- 
tled near the state line, where he mas living 
at the time of his death, which occurred in 
January, 18 j6. His wife 'had passed away 
a b u t  I 8 ~ .  

Mr. Price is the youngest of five chil- 
dren, and the only survivor. He  was only 
a b o ~ ~ t  three years of age ~-11en brought by his 
parents to Ver?llilion cotlnty, and he lived 
near Dam-ille until sisteen years of age. His 
educational privileges were very liinited and 
the knowledge that he has gained has been 
largely won in the hard school of experi- 
ence. EIe remained ~vith his father until 
he hacl reached the age of sixteen, when 
he started out in life for himself, working 
as a farin hand 13~- the day and  non nth for 
two or three years. The first land which he 
ever owned he entered from the govenl- 
ment, securing tn-o huildred and forty acres 
in Pilot to~vnship. about 1845. This he 
broke and improved, transforming it into a 
good farm, the well tilled fields returning 
to hiin rich harvests. There he remained 
until 1891. The property has never been 
transferred and has never had a mortgage 
upon it. Though he left that farin it has 
still continued in his possession. He  bougllt 
inore land, hen-ever, from time to time, until 
his possessions aggregated twelve hundred 
acres, n-it11 two hundred and forty acres in 
the home farin and the remainder near by. 
51r. Price erected a good residence, two 
large barns, and made other improvements. 
He planted a large orchard and set out 

<+ 

shade and omameiltal trees, 11-11ich 
added rn11c11 to the attractive appearance 
and value or his property. As the 
years passed he added all modern equip- 
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ments, including the latest improved ma- 
chinery, tvhich aided him in carrying on the 
work of the farm. 

On the 30th of January, ISSO, in this 
county, Mr. Price mas united in marriage 
to Mary J. Cazott, who was born July 4, 
1833. in Verniilion county, a (laughter of 
Henry Cazott, who was one of the first set- 
tlers here, con~ing from Kentucky. Mrs. 
Price spent her girlhood days here and at  
length gave her hand in marriage to the 
subject of this revien-. with whom she trar-- 
eled life's journey for about forty-one years. 
She 11-3s then called to her final rest in r 891. 
her remains being interred in the Embey 
Chapel cemetery. After the death of his 
wife Mr. Price retired froin the farm and 
came to Dan\-ille, residing 11-it11 a daughter 
for a year or two. He was t11en married 
in this city September j, 1892. to IIrs. 
Sarah J. Ells\vorth, a \vidon-. \ ~ h o  was born 
in Clark count~r, Ohio. May 23, 1841. There 
she spent her early life and gave her hand in 
marriage to Jacob H. Ells\\-ortlt, who died 
in the Buckeye state. Mrs. Ellsworth af- 
terward came to Illinois, joining her son, 
Charles E., the late county surl-eyor of 
Vernlilioc county. Mr. Price had five chil- 
dren by his first marriage: Jerusha J. is 
the widou- of Henry Helmick, and resides in 
Pilot to~~~nsh ip .  She has two s&s. Charles 
and IVilliam Helmick. The former is inar- 
ried and has one daughter. Lloycl H.. born 
December 2. IS 52. married Mary Snider. 
and folio\\-s fartning in TTernon count>-, Mis- 
souri. Emilv 31.. born Slarclt a ,  IS 55. is the 
wife of Guy C. Holvard. of Arntstrong. Illi- 
nois. Charles R.. born January 30. 1857, 
married Della Hatfield. and is a farmer of 
Pilot township. and has tn-o children. Ev- 
erett L. and Elsie ;\I. Alice N.. born hilay 
2. 1859, is the wife of _Asbury Duncan. of 
Potornac, Illinois. and has one child. Lola. 

Since retiring from farm life bIr. Price has 
given to his children over eight hundred 
acres of land. After removing to this city 
he purchased eighty acres near the to11-n and 
this is \\-ell improl-ed, constituting a valua- 
ble tract. He  also owns ti\-o hundred and 
eighty acres, which includes the old home 
place of two hundred and forty acres thst 
he entered from the government. In Dan- 
d l e  he purchased a lot and built thereon 
a neat residence, which is yet his home. 

In earl>- life Mr. Price 11-as an old line 
11-ltig and later he assisted in the organiza- 
tion of the Republican party and has sup- 
ported each of its presidential nominees 
since he voted for its first candidate, John 
C. E'reinont. He has never inissed a town- 
ship or a presidential election. 11-hile on 
the farm he served as a coinmissioner for 
t~velve years, although he has never been 
a politician in the sense of office seeking, 
preferring to gi\-e his tinte and attention to 
his business interests. He holds member- 
ship in tlte Ilethodist Episcopal church of 
Danville and belongs to the Masonic fra- 
ternity. During seventy-t\\-~ years he has 
lived in \-ermilion  count^-. Fen- indeed of 
its residents have so long been identified 
~vith its grou-th or have been eye I\-itnesses 
of its progress and developntent. He has 
seen the county enterge from the wilderness 
to take its place antong the leading counties 
of the great common\\-ealth. He has \\-atched 
it as it has kept abreast of tlte progress and 
improvement of other co~mties. for its citi- 
zens have been of a progressive class who 
are ever read- to adopt any metl~ocls for 
impi-01-entent. H e  can remember Dam-i!le 
\\-hen it \vas a mere village. giving little 
promise of its future metropolitan gron-th. 
In the early days he suffered many hard- 
ships and pri~ations incident to pioneer 
times. but he persevered in his work of 
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farming until his labors brought to him very 
gratifying success. He  is truly a self-made 
man, for at the early age of sixteen he 
started out to make his own way in the 
world. He had no money, but he possessed 
determination and force of character and 
gradually he acquired not only a good liv- 

i ing but extensive landed possessions that 
' 

enabled him to provide handsomely for his 
children and at the same time retain a very 
gratifying competence for his later years. 
His life has been quietly passed and his his- 
tory is commendable because he has always 
been true to his duties of citizenship, honor- 
able in his relations with his fellow men and 
true to every duty that has devolved upon 
him. - 

- 
-. 

NATHAN 31. ARNOLD. 

Nathan &I. Arnold is the efficient post- 
master of East Lynn, which position he has 
occupied for a number of years. Almost 
five decades have passed since his arrival in 
Illinois and for more than a third of a cen- 
tury he has lived in Vermilion county. 
Thoro~~ghly imbued u-ith the spirit of enter- 
prise and progress which has ever dominated 
the \vest he has steadily worked his way up- 
w-arcl. win~?ing not only financial success but 
also the good \\.ill and confidence of those 
with whom he has been associated. 

A native of Livingston county, New 
York, he was born on the 12th of May, 
1831. His fatl-zer, IVilliam Arnold, was 
born in Cayuga county, New york, and was 
a son of Elijah _\rnolcl. likewise a native of 
the Empire state. The family is of English 
origin and was fo~ulded in America at the 
time when the early Pilgrims sought refuge 
in the new world. The father of our sub- 
ject was reared to manhood in the county of 

his nativity and 11-as there married to Laura 
Merritt, a native of Connecticut, who was 
reared in Cayuga county and was a daughter 
of Nathan Xerritt. In order to provide for 
his family Mr. Arnold followed his trade of 
wagonmaking. Removing from Cayuga 
county to Livingston county, he established 
a shop at Mount Morris, which he conduct- 
ed successfully for some time. There he 
reared his family and spent his last days, 
passing away when only thirty-one years of 
age, his death resulting from an accident. 
His wife survived him and cared for their . 
children. Later she removed to Spring 
Water in Livingston county, taking up her 
abode upon a farm. 

It was upon his father's farm that Nath- 
an -An~old was reared and entering the com- 
mon schools near his home he pursued his 
education. 'IVhen he had arrived at years 
of maturity he began farming on his own 
account in .Livingston county, representing 
agricultural interests there for some time. 
-4s a con~panion and helpmate for life's 
journey he chose Miss Maria Redmond, 
their wedding being celebrated October 23: 
1850. The lady was born and reared in 
Livingston county and was a daughter of 
Richmond Redmond, one of the early set- 
tlers of that part of the state. 

In 1864 the subject of this review left 
the Empire state and took advantage of the 
business opportunity of the growing west. 
I3e located in Greene corinty, Illinois, upon a 
farm of three tho~~sand acres, belonging to 
the firm of Gregory Brothers, bankers of 
ivhitehall. He was made their foreman 
and occupied that position for eleven years, 
successfully con troll in^ their extensive agri- 
cultural interests. In 1872 he came to Ver- 
milion county and purchased a tract of raw 
land in Butler township. Soon the' plow 
had turned the furrows in the hitherto un- 
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cultivated fields and, breaking- and fencing 
his land, he soon placed it under a high state 
of cultivation, thus developing an excellent 
property of two hundred and forty acres. 
He carried on his farm work there with ex- 
cellent success until about 1889, when under 
President Benjamin Harrison he was ap- 
pointed postmaster of East Lynn, acting in 
that capacity for about five years. Again 
he was appointed by President hlcKinley in 
1896 and 1900, and is now serving in his 
sixth year, his incumbency in this office al- 
togetha covering eleven years. I ie  was 
aftenvards elected justice of the peace of his 
ton-nship, in \vhich capacity he has served 
for sixteen years, and for about ten or 
tu-elve years he has been a township trustee, 
and to n-hatever positions of honor and trust 
he has been called he has ever been found 
loyal. He has been a resident of East Lynn 
since first appointed postmaster here and 
the interests of the village have been largely 
advanced through his efforts. 

Mr. and Mrs. -imold have a family of 
four children : IVilliam. of East Lynn ; 
Eclella. the wife of IVheeler Insley, a resi- 
dent farmer of Iroquois county: Frank, who 
is engaged in the livery business in East 
Lynn: and Myrtle, the wife of W. S. 
Flick, ~ v l ~ o  is the station agent and tele- 
graph operator at East Lynn. In 1900 
the goltten ~veclcling of Mr. and Mrs. Arnold 
112s celebrated and over a hundred guests 
ivere present, f riencls attending from Dan- 
~ i l le .  Indianapolis. Indiana, and various 
other places. 

Political1~- 3lr. -1nlold \vas in early life 
an old line IVhig and in 1856 he voted for 
John C. Fren~ont, the first presidential candi- 
date of the Republican party. Since that 
time he has never failed to support the men 
xvhose names have headed the ticket and in 
a11 matters of citizenship he is equally loyal 

and faithful. For thirty-eight years he has 
been 'a resident of Illinois and for thirty 
years has lived in Vermilion county. He 
has seen the swamps and sloughs drained, 
the prairies broken and farnls developed 
until this is one. of the richest 
sections of this great state. He has aided 
materially i n  opening up and improving Ver- 
milion count? and has been identified largely 
with its development and prosperity. He is 
well known in Hoopeston and in the northern 
part of the county- and is a man of tried in- 
tegrity and worth. Both he and his estim- 
able wife are held in high regard and are 
well deserving of .mention in the history of 
the Past and Present of Vermilion county. 

G. &I. SCOTT. 

G. 31. Scott on-11s and operates one 11~11- 

dred and eleven acres of land on section 19, 
Pilot to\\-nship. H e  \\-as born a mile and a 
half sout1111-est of his present home on the 
30th of September, 1854, and is a son of 
George C. and Margaret (Hubbard) Scott, 
the former a native of Maryland and the 
latter of Ohio. They \\-ere married, how- 
ever, in Oakwood ton-nship, Vennilion coun- 
ty-. having emigrated \vest\\-ard when the 
lndians still roamed over the plains and 
pitched their tents in the forests. The father 
died in the year 1847 and the mother, long 
survil-ing him. passed away in 1892. There 
were ten children in this family of \\-l~om the 
subject of this review is the ninth in order 
of birth. The family record is as follo~vs: 
\V-illis, a resident of De it-itt county, Illinois ; 
Elizabeth. the wife of Hedge Thompson, of 
Pilot ton-nship: Jane. the deceased \\-ife of 
John Stump, of Pilot ton-nship: 17ictoria, 
the wife of Lau-rence Jones, of Ross town- 
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ship; Louisa, at home; Caroline, the wife 
of James Creamer, of Oakwood township; 

_ George W., of White county, Indiana ; Mar- 
cus LV., who is living in BIount towr~ship; 
G. M., of this review; and John T., who is 
a resident of Pulaski county, Indiana. 

The educational privileges which G. M. 
Scott enjoyed were those afforded by the 
district schools of his locality. Througho~~t  
his entire life he has followed farming, and 
in boyhood days he became familiar with 
the duties and labors which fall to the lot 
-of the agriculturist in connection with the 
raising of grain and stock. At the time of 
his marriage he started out upon an indepen- 
dent business career with about two hundred 
dollars in money. He  has always lived up- 
on the farm which is yet his home and which 
he purchased about fifteen years ago, becoin- 
ing the owner of one hundred and eleven 
acres. Here he carries on general farming 
and stockraising and the well tilled fields 
return to him a golden tribute for the care 
and labor he bestows upon them. Every- 
thing about his place is neat and attractive 
in appearance and the presistent efforts of 
Mr. Scott have formed the foundation upon 
which he has builded his success. 

In 1875 occurred the marriage of our 
subject and Miss Sarah Jane Trimrnell, who 
was born in Pilot to~vnship in 1855, and is 
a daughter of Jan~es and Hepzibah (Davis) 
Trimmell. Her parents were natives of 
Ohio. but were married in Illinois, March 
25, 1832, and from that time until called to 
their final rest they resided in Pilot township. 
The father died in 1875. He  was a veteran 
of the Civil war, having served for four 
years as a loyal defender of the Union, dur- 
ing which time his meritorious conduct on 
the field of battle won him promotion from 
the position of private to the rank of captain. 
In  his familv were five children, but only 

two are now living, Mrs. Scott and James 
Trimmell. The marriage of our subject and 
his wife has been blessed with four children : 
Nora, the wife of George Lee, of Blount 
township, by whom she has one child, Janet ; 
Otie, the wife of Ernest Seymour Moore, 
of Pilot ton-nship, by whom she has a daugh- 
ter, Lillian; and Etta and Edward, who are 
still under the paternal roof. 

Mr. Scott belongs to the Modem Wood- 
men Camp at Collison, and he exercises his 
right of franchise in support of the Inen and 
measures of the Republican party. He  is 
now sen-ing as road co~nmissioner and for 
twelve years he has filled the office of school 
director the cause of education finding in 
him a warm friend who does all in his power 
to advance its interests. By perseverance, 
determination and honorable effort he has 
overthrown all obstacles ~vhich have barrecl 
his path to success, and his genuine \vorth 
and public spirit have i~lade him a 1-alued 
representative of Pilot to\.i.nship. 

JYhen ambition is satisfied and every ul- 
timate aim accoinplished. then effort ceases 
and energy gives way to inactivity. 'The mo- 
tive power of the ~vorld is ambition, and to 
this every community owes its npbuilding. 
Eugene H. Whitham, who stands to-day as 
one of the leading men of his portion of Ver- 
milion county, has been actuated by a spirit 
of ambition for personal success, for public 
progress and for an advanced citizenship 
and to this end h s  has directed his labors 
11-ith the result that he has become a pros- 
perous resident of Rankin and has contrib- 
uted in an appreciable manner to the uybuild- 
ing and substantial improvement of this 

- 
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locality. H e  has long been identified 11-ith the 
banking and grain interests of Rankin, and 
the latter branch of his business furnishes an 
excellent market for grain producers and 
the former provides a necessary medium of 
financial exchange, at  the same time bring- 
ing to 3lr. \\-hitham a very desirable return 
for his labor and investment. 

Mr. \\-hitham \\-as born in Canal Fulton, 
Fulton county, Ohio, Sovember 8, 1847, a 
son of John De Merit and Caroline (Far- 
\\-ell) 11-hi than^. The father was born in 
Ohio count>-, \Vest Virginia, March 22, 
1815, and died in Olyn~pia, Washington, 
Januarj- 14, 1897. His parents were Jos- 
eph Rider and Sarah (De &!tent) Whitham, 
and he \\-as of English, Irish, Holland ancl 
French extraction. His parents were mem- 
bers of the Presbyterian church and he unit- 
ed with that denomination before he was 
twenty years of age. Under the direction 
of his pastor. Rev. John 3IcCloskey, he pre- 
pared for college and was graduated in 
1~'ashington College, of Pennsylvania, with 
the class of 1835. For two years he en- 
gaged in teaching in the academy at llTest 
Sottingham. Naryland, after which he en- 
tered Princeton College and was graduatecl 
in 1840. On the 23th of hfay, of that year, 
he was licensed to preach, and was ordained 
October 12, 1841. He  had three pastorates 
in the Presbyterian church-unity and 
It-olf Run, Pennsylvania, and at Keene and 
Canal Fulton, Ohio: tu-o pastorates in the 
Free Presbyterian church-Mount Jackson, 
Pennsylvania. and Lo\\-ell, Ohio, together, 
and Paint 1-alley. Ohio; and two pastorates 
in the United Presbyterian church-Sugar 
Branch. Illinois. and Fairfas and Florence, 
Ion-a. He  continued to preach occasionally 
until he had passed the eightieth mile-stone 
on life's journey. and he accomplished much 
good for the cause of humanity and the 

church. He was a very ardent Abolitionist 
and assisted many a slave on his may to 
freedom, his home being one of the stations 
on the "underground railroad." 

Rev. Iihitham mas married twice. On 
the 2d of Sovemkr,  I S ~ I  , he wedded Chris- 
tina B. Gray, who died A u p s t  2, 1543, 
leaving a daughter, who ,ore\%- to maturity 
and married. On the 25th of September, 
1844. Rev. 11-hitham wedded Caroline Far- 
11-ell, a natise of Sen- Hampshire. and unto 
them 11-ere born four children : Eugene 
H . ;  Robert Fanvell, a government survey- 
or and civil engineer, residing in Seattle, 
iiashington: George Louis, an attorney of 
Seattle: and Charles Sumner, a real-estate 
agent of Randolph, Nebraska. The mother 
survived her husband about two years. pass- 
ing av-ay 1Iarch 18, 1899, \\-hen she was 
laid b~ his side in the cemetery of Rankin. 
Rev. 1\'hitham was a most liberal man, both 
with his time and inoney and never hesi- 
tated ill the performance of any duty. He 
\\-as l>ractically the builder of the Olympia 
United Presbyterian church and he labored 
untiringly for the advancement of the cause 
of Christianity ancl for the uplifting of his 
fello~v men. There were, moreover. as 
dolniilatlt traits in his character. an abiding 
sympathy and charity \vl~ich ~von  him the 
confidence and love of his fello~v men. 

Eugene H. 1Yhitham received his pri- 
mary education near Millersburg, in Holmes 
county. Ohio. and afterward attended the 
State Kormal, at Sormal, Illinois. He had 
coille to Illinois at the age of eighteen years. 
settling in Kankin, of which he is one of 
the founders and pronloters. He  first lvorked 
upon his father's farm near the town but in 
1872 entered the g a i n  business in the ern- 
ploy of Mr. Rankin. for whom the town was 
named. With him he retnained until 1875, 
when the private bank of Rankin. Whit- 
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ham & Company was formed, and Mr. 
Whitham became the owner of a half in- 
terest and has since been its cashier and 
manager. His partners are W. A. Rankin 
and R. H. Durham, both prominent and re- 
liable business men, but the success of the 
institution is practically due to the enter- 
prise and business ability of Mr. Whitham, 
who from the first has controlled its affairs 
and placed it n p n  a paying basis. In addi- 
tion to their bank the company owns 
ten hundred and forty acres in Iroquois 
county, just across the Vermilion county 
line; and four thousand acres of grain 
land in Chariton county, Missouri. Mr. 
Whitham has also been identified I\-i t l ~  
the grain business since coming to Ran- 
kin, being a partner in the Rankin Grain 
Company, which is incorporated, and in 
addition to his business interests here, he 
has three hundred acres of valuable land ad- 
joining the town, and an interest in five hun- 
dred and forty acres of good farm land in 
Indiana. 

On the 1st of January, 1579, Mr. Whit- 
ham was married to Elizabeth George, a 
daughter of Robert George, one of the early 
settlers of Ford co~~nty,  Illinois, who is now 
deceased. Mrs. George, however, is living 
with hgr. and bfrs. Whitham, at the age of 
ninety-three years. She was the mother of 
six children, four of whom are living. Unto 
Mr. and Mrs. Whitham have been born two 
children : Glenn Howard, born October I I, 

1882, and now in the bank with his father; 
and Gladys Eugenia, born October 8, 1885. 
The parents are prominent members and act- 
ive workers in the Presbyterian church at 
Rankin and Mr. Whitham is serving as one 
of its elders. 

He has always t a k h  an active inter- 
est in politics as a supporter of the Re- 
publican parky, has been a member of the 

county central committee, and yet has never 
consented to become a candidate for office. 
His best service to the public has been given 
as a pr i~~ate  citizen and his work in behaIf 
of his locality has been far-reaching and 
beneficial. He is a leader in many inove- 
ments for the benefit of the to\\-n, and his 
active co-operztion is given to all measures 
tending toward public progress and im- 
provement. There has been nothing sensa- 
tional in his business career, for his advance- 
ment has not been secured through specula- 
tion but through earnest labor, careful in- 
vestment and sound practical jud,ment in 
the guidance of his affairs. His prosperity has 
fo!lo~ved his efforts as a logical sequence and 
there has come with it the good name that 
is ever enjoyed by those who do not take 
advantage of the necessities of their fellow 
men in business transactions. 

GEORGE TV. MILLER. 

Living on section I 6, Ross toll-tlship, 
George FV. Miller owns and operates a farm 
of four hundred acres. ,Almost sis  decades 
have passed since he came to this county 
x11d the changes which have occurred during 
this period are well known to him for he 
has been a witness of the growth and im- 
provanent of this section of the state. He 
claims Indiana as the state of his nativity, 
his birth having occurred in Vermilion coun- 
ty, there, November 26, -1841. H e  repre- 
sents.an old family that has been prominent 
in the development of districts in Ohio and 
Mississippi river valleys through many 
pears. His great-grandfather became an 
early settler of Ohio and was captured and 
lcilled by the Indians during the warfare 
with the red men. Cornelius Miller, the 
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grandfather of our subject, was said to be 
the first male child born in Hamilton county, 
Ohio, where the city of Cincinnati now 
stands. He  became one of the pioneer set- 
tlers of Kentucky and afteni-ard removed to 
Indiana, casting in his lot with the early 
settlers of Vermilion county, that state. 
Andren- J. Miller was born in Kentucky in 
1814 am! by his parents mas taken to Incli- 
ana. where he was reared. He 11-eddetl 
Catherine bfoyer, a ~ a t i v e  of Ohio, and 
aftertvarcl engaged in agricultural pursuits 
in Indiana for a number of years. Three of 
his children were horn there and about 184.4 
he came ~ v i t l ~  his family to Illinois, settling 
in Ross toll-nship, Vermilion county, among 
the first settlers to reclaim the wild land for 
purposes of civilization. From the govem- 
nlent he entered a tract of land ancl after- 
11-ard bought other property until he was the 
owner of sixteen hundred acres. H e  de- 
veloped the farm adjoining that on \\-hich 
his son George W., now resides and became 
a prominent agriculturist of his locality, 
carrying on his work in such a nlaniler that 
his progressive ideas and unfaltering clili- 
gence made him a progressive farnler. He 
died in 1873, at the age of fifty-eight years 
and his wife, still survi~-ing him, no\\- resides 
on the old home place \vith one of her sons. 

George 11'. Miller of this revieti- be- 
longed to a family of five sons and seven 
daugl~ters, and of this ilurnber four sons and 
four daughters reached years of maturity, 
while three sons and two daughters are yet 
l i n g .  Xo event of special importance oc- 
curred to vary the routine of farm life for 
our subject in his youth. H e  was only three 
years of age when brought to Vermilion 
county. Illinois. Here he attended the com- 
mon school during a few months each year. 
but from the time of early spring planting 
until the harvests were gathered in the au- 

tumn he worked in the fields. H e  is almost 
\\-holly a self-educated as well as a self-made 
man. He  remained with his father until 
thirty years of age and in the meantime 
took charge of and carried on the home 
farm. During this time he had purchased 
one hundred and sixty acres of his present 
farm and in 1872 he took up his abode there- 
on, since \\-hich time he has placed the land 
under a high state of cultivation. He has re- 
modeled the buildings. built others and now 
has a substantial residence and commodious 
barns and sheds for the shelter of grain and 
stock. :in orchard \vhich he planted now 
bears its fruit in season and forest trees 
throw their shade over the la\~-n and protect 
the home from the hot rays of the summer 
sun. X valuable and \\-ell improved farm is 
that not- owned by George I\'. lliiler. \I-ho 
from time to time has added to his property 
until his landed possessioils non- aggregate 
four hundred and fifteen acres. all of ~i-hich 
is under a high state of cultivation. In ad- 
dition to the raising of grain he makes a 
busiiless of feeding and shipping cattle and 
hogs for the market. 

The home life of Xr .  Miller has been 
very pleasant. He was happilv married in 
Ross to~vnship. Februaq- 13. 1872. to Miss 
Vienna C. Hass. a native of Pennsyll-ania 
and a daughter of Daniel Hass, \\-ho was 
born in the Keystone state and calne to T-er- 
milion countj- in 1865. Mr. ancl Mrs. Miller 
\\-ere parents of nine children: -Indrew 
D.. ~vho  is married and follo~vs farming in 
this county: Sanluel I.. \vho is married and 
also carries on agricultural purstlits in this 
c o ~ ~ n t y :  George and Garver C.. \vho assist 
in the culti\-ation of the home farm : Louisa, 
the wife of Jesse Lanclo~vn. a farmer of Ver- 
milion county: Mary Ellen, Elsie Maude 
and Pearl, all yet under the paternal roof. 
They also lost an infant son, John. 
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The political work of Mr. Miller has been kiln where the lumber was dried for many 
directed in behalf of Democracy when state of the houses then being built in Danville. 
and national issues are involved, but at  local This kiln was at the comer of Vermilion 
elections votes independently of party ties. and North streets, where the Illinois Print- 
He served for three consecutive years as ing Company building now stands. Of the 
commissioner of highways and for a number lumber there dried some was used for the 
of years as a member of the school board, new residence on Hazel and North streets 
but has never been active in seeking public erected by William Larnm, which was then 
office, as his attention has been largely the pride of the town, and some for the 
claimed by his b~tsiness affairs. His wife Methodist Seminary. Across the street 
is a member of the Christian church. south from the lumber kiln was the little 
Throughout the greater part of his life frame Methodist church in xvhich preaching 
George IV. Miller has resided in Vermilion was held on Sundays, and on week days a 
county 2nd those who have known him from school, that developed into Danville Sem- 
boyhood as well as his acquaintances of later inary, was kept by the Rev. 0. S. Mun- 
years give to him their friendship, a fact sell and his wife. At a recess some of the 
which indicates that his has been an honor- attendants of the school came to where Nr. 
able and upright career. Webster was at work and spoke of their 

studies in a way that excited his interest. He 
- . determined that he, too, w ~ u l d  know some- 

thing of those wonderful studies. So the 
REV. IY. H. WEBSTER. next fall he was enrolled as a scholar. He 

worked nights and mornings and Saturdays 
Anlong the Inen who are well known to pay expenses. Some times he was out 

not only in Vermilion county but in central of school several weeks while he earned 
Illinois because of their various activities is money to pay his bills. In this way xvork- 
Rev. LVilliam H. Webster, D. D., of Dan- ing, going to school and teaching he at- 
ville. Dr. Webster was born in Schoharie tended the sen~inary in Danville, then As- 
county, New York, in 1835. Before he was bury University of Indiana, and finally the 
ten years old both of his parents died. He Ohio Wesleyan University, where he grad- 
came to Danville in 1848 with his sister, uated in the classical course in 18jg. He 
who was the .wife of a Methodist minister. began teaching school before he was eigh- 
-4s the sister died a few months after corn- teen pears of age. His first school was at  
ing here aild her husband moved away in llrhat was called the Rickart schoolhouse, 
a short time, he was left when about fourteen about eight miles northwest of Danville. 
years old to make his own way in the world He afterward taught where Potomac is 
as best he could. This he did by working 1101~ located and at Kygers Mill, now Grape 
at  whatever came at hand. He szwed wood, Creek, Mann's Chapel and other places and 
worked in a livery barn, painted wagons, in Shelbyville Seminary. He joined the 
plows, buggies and houses, besides other Methodist church at a camp meeting held 
work. For a time he made all of the putty near Danville. He was licensed as a local 

- sold in the stores in Danville. He relates preacher while teaching at Shelbyville. Af- 
that he took care of the fires for a lumber ter teaching during the week he often rode 
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miles into the country to fill his Sunday ap- 
pointments. In the winter of 1858-9 he 
was appointed as assistant preacher on the 
circuit that embraced the north half of Ver- 
milion county. He traveled over this cir- 
cuit on horseback, preaching an average of 
once a day. He  preached in private houses, 
schoolhouses, barns, groves and in the few 
churches, and wherever a small congrega- 
tion could be gathered. Besides preaching 
he furnishecl Bibles and religious books to 
the people and kept up his college studies. 
Some times in crossing the sloughs and 
streams his jaded horse n-ould refuse to pro- 
ceed and he was compelled to alight and- 
lead the horse and wade through the mud 
and water. 

Becoming a member of the Illinois con- 
ference at its session in DanvilIe in 1859 his 
work since that time has been connected with 
that body. For his first year's work in the 
conference he was paid ninety dollars and 
he paid his Imard in part out of that sum. 
For a time he taught school to pay expenses 
while he served as pastor of a church. His 
salary, ho~verer, increased until it reached 
turo thousand dollars per year. Mr. Web- 
ster has served as pastor of churches at Ur- 
bana, Champaign, Bloomington, Quincy, 
Jackson\-ille, Springfield and Decatur, and 
as presiding elder of Jacksonville, Spring- 
field and Danville districts. He  has been 
a member of four general conferences of his 
denomination and has taken an active part 
in sl~aping its polity. In the long struggle 
which ended in the admission of women to 
the law making body of the church lie was 
from the first actively in favor of their ad- 
mission. He was in favor of layinen being 
represented with ministers in the councils of 
the church and has seen this measure also 
succeed. He was f o r  years a trustee of Illi- 
nois Women's College at Jacksonville and 

37 

of Illinois Wesleyan University at  Bloom- 
ington. He  was a member of the committee 
to oversee the great publishing interest of 
his church when the new publishing house 
in New York, costing a million dollars, was 
built, and when the Epworth Herald, the 
paper having the largest circulation of any 
paper of the denomination, was published. 

At the close of his term as presiding 
elder of the Danville district Mr. Webster 
took the work of superintendent of the Do- 
mestic Missionary Society, which he had 
helped to organize. In its interests he trav- 
eled over a large part of central Illinois, 
raising funds, establishing missions and aid- 
ing weak churches. For this service, con- 
tinued during ten years, he refused to ac- 
cept compensation above his actual travel- 
ing expenses. He  is now acting as financial 
secretary for the superannuated relief fund, 
a fund intended to aid those veterans in the 
ministry who, having devoted their lives to 
the work. are now in need. For many years 
he has been the treasurer of the board of 
trustees of his conference. In that capac- 
ity he has annually had charge of thousands 
of dollars of church funds, of which he 
gives a strict account at each session of the 
conference. 

Early in the ministry Mr. Webster 
formed the opirljon that for a minister to at- 
tempt to make no financial provision for 
himself \\-as wrong and often injurious to 
his usefulness. He believes that while a 
minister should not tturn aside to make 
money yet that for him to give some thought 
to business and thus provide for himself in 
age will render him a better preacher as 
well as enable him to be useful where other- 
wise he could not be. So in early life he in- 
vested his small savings with the result that 
now he is in comfortable circumstances. He  
believes that churches ought not only to 
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give their pastors a support but should en- ings \\it11 tallow ciips or candles, frorn 
courage and assist them in making provision \vhich the tallou- often dropped down on the 
for themselves in old age. \\-orshippers who sat near thenl. The church 

Before his majority Mr. Webster be- was seated with \\-ooden benches and the \YO- 

came active in behalf of the then newly men sat on one side oi  the church and the 
formed Republican party. He  made politi- men on the other. Men and XI-omen were 
cal speeches in the e;iting campaign be- not allo~ved to sit tog-ether. 111 the county 
tween Fremont and Buchanan in 1856. H e  the feu- settlers lived mostly either in the 
advocated the election of Lincoln in 1860. timber or along the edge of the prairie and 
During the war of the rebellion he assisted usually in log cabins. The prkiries \\-ere 
in raising a company but failed to get into covered to a large extent by sloughs and tall 
the service. He  let it be known that his grasses and \\-ere inhabited by rattle snakes, 
church stood for the Union and that dis- deer and wolves and cranes. The ~voods 
loyal persons were not wanted as members. abounded with wild turkeys and game. Land 
While he still counts himself a Republican, that no\\; is worth more than one hundred 
he claims the right and duty to vote for dollars per acre could then be bought at  
any men or measures that will promote the less than a dollar an acre, and was thought 
best interest of the people. While not allied bj- many to be u-orthless. IVhen Mr. l i eb-  
with the Prohibition party he has often aided ster looks back to his youth and notes the 
in securing anti-license laws in the cities vast strides made since tllen to the present 
where he has been pastor. For several years time he feels that he has lived in the lnost 
Mr. Webster was president of the Danville n-ontlerfu! period of the svorld's history. 
school board and gave much time to ad- Fror11 the Danville as he first sari- it to the 
vancing the interests of the scl~eols. Dur- Dan\-ille of to-day with its splendid churches 
ing his ministry he has seen many hundreds ancl public huilditlgs, mag~ificent streets, its 
converted and brought into the church. He  business houses, parks and public utilities, 
has been successful in building churches, in any other age would represent the prog- 
paying church debts, aiding missions and ress of a thousand years. Xr.  Jlrebster feels 
while loyal to his own church he has stood that he has been favored by living and try- 
for brotherhood anlong all Christians. ing to do his part in such an age. 

The history of the changes in Danville Mr. \\'ebster was united in the holy 
and Vermilion county since Mr. 'IVebster boncls of matrimony to Miss -4uptsta Rob- 
came here, if written. mould read like a ro- inson. a daughter of IVilliam Robinso~l. and 
mance. Then Dan\-ille was a frontier vil- one of a family of five children. She was 
lage of a few hundred people with many log born October 3. 1867. and by her marriage 
houses and few conveniences. The wildest has become the mother of several children, 
fancy could not then predict the splendid of I\-horn onl5- one son. John Wesley lITeb- 
city it is to-day. Communication with the ster, is living. He is now an attorney of 
outside world then was had only by stage Danrille. He \\-as graduated at DePauw 
coach. The streets mere often impassable University of Indiana, became a law stu- 
with mud and were dark at night. The dent in the State University of Illinois. and 
Methodist church which Mr. Webster at- then entered the Harvard Vniversity at  
tended was lighted like most of the dwell- Cambridge, R4assachusetts. While he was 
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at  DePauu-, the paper of that school, the 
DePau~v Palladium, \\-as running behind and 
Mr. lTebster assumed its management, 
made it an enterprising school journal and 
placed it upon a paying basis. He  married 
Miss Esther J. Baum, a daughter of John 
11-. Baum, and they now have a daughter, 
Elizabeth. 

In a summary of the career of Rev. 
lvebster it would be impossible to give the 
result of his life work for influence is irn- 
measureable and the force of character can 
not be determined by any known standard. 
There is, however, much tangible proof that 
his labors have been of practical value. The 
churches of Vermilion county have felt the 
impetns of his zeal and energy, Methodist 
congregations in various parts of the state 
also o\;-e their growth in no small degree 
to his teachings and his example, and in the 
history of the Christian development of the 
state the name of Rev. William H. LVeb- 
ster should be enrolled as one whose dili- 
gence and zeal have been important elements 
in Christian advancement. 

+++ 

JAMES GILMORE. 
\ 

There is no rule for achiel-ing success 
and yet there are certain elements I\-hich are 
indispensil~le in a prosperous career. These 
are strong determination. sound practicd 
judgnent and a recognition of possibilities. 
-111 of these have been manifest in the a r e r  
of Mr. Gillnore who. though he started out 
at the early age of twelve years to fight life's 
battle unaided, has come off conqueror in the 
strife. To-day he is numbered among the 
capitalists of Dan\-ille holding important 
realty interests and at the same time controll- 
ing extensive mercantile affairs. The per- 
severance, energy, and strong determination 

which ha\-e been concomitants in his success, 
furnish an =ample that is well 11-orthy- of 
emulation. 

Mr. Gilmore is a native of Canada, his 
birth having occurred in Dundass, on the 
r ~ t h  of Xu,oust, 18 53. His parents, Ed- 
ward and Bridget (Stanton) Gilmore, were 
both natives of County Ma]-o, Ireland, and 
were married in Canada, both having located 
in that countq- in the year 1846. The father 
engaged in farming, f ~~~~~~~ing a,.ricultural 
pursuits in the Dominion until 1856, when 
he came to the United States, locating first 
at  South Bend, Indiana. There he followed 
railroading until 1859.. in 11-hich year he re- 
moved to Kokomo, where he continued in 
the railroad employ and there he lived until 
1868. In the nieantime-in the year 1866 
-his wife had passed away. Coming to 
Danville, Illinois, he continued to make his 
ho~ne \\-it11 the subject of this review until 
called to his final rest in IS&. H e  was a 
Democrat in his political a51iations and in 
his religious faith was a Catholic. In the 
family- were three children : James ; Mary, 
the I\-ife of C. F. Springer. of i<okomo, 
Indiana: and John. who resides at  Cates, 
Fountain county, Indiana. 

James Gilmore \\-as only about three 
years of age \\-hen his parents came to the 
United States and in Hen-ard county. Indi- 
ana. he acquired his education. His school 
life was conlpleted \\-hen he \\-as but tn-elve 
years of age and he then began work on the 
\Vabash & Erie canal as a driver, being em- 
ployed in that capacity for two summers. 
He then made his \\-a>- t o  Covington. Indi- 
ana. ivhere he worked on the Big Four Rail- 
road for a year. after which he turned his 
attention to the retail liquor business with 
~vhich he was connected in the Hoosier state 
until 1871. 

In that year Mr. Gilmore came to Dan- 
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- 
ville and entered the employ of 'Mattis Mil- 
ler, who owned a retail liquor house on 
South street and who died the following year. 
Mr. Gilmore then embarked in business for 
himself in the same locality, conducting his 
new enterprise wltil 1874 when he left the 
city and went to Coal Creek, Fountain cous- 
ty, Indiana, where the coal veins were being 
developed. For a few months he engaged 
in digging coal and in the same year he came 
once more to Danville. In October of the 
same year he was united in marriage to Miss 
Mary McLean, who was born in Danville 
in 1857, a daughter of Patrick and R!lary 
(Sculen) McLean, both of whom were na- 
tives of the Emerald isle and came to Ameri- 
ca at an early day, locating in Lafayette, 
Indiana. I n  the early fifties they became re- 
sidents of Danville and the father carried on 
agricultural pursuits. His wife died in 
1860, but he long survived her, passing away 
in 1884. In his political views he was a 
Democrat and was a life comm~~nicant of 
the Catholic church. In his family were six 
children : Ellen, wife of Frank Cavanallgh, 
deceased ; Anna, the wife of Charles Davis, . 
of the state of Washington ; Ruth, the wife 
of Michael O'Bern of Champaign, Illinois; 
Bridget, the wife of M. J. Wiseman, of Dan- 
ville, Illinois; George, who resides in Dan- 
d l e ;  and Mrs. Gilmore. Ento the mar- 
riage of our subject and his wife have been 
born seven children: Ellen, now the wife 
of William JtcDonald, of this city ; Edward, 
who is acting as his father's bookkeeper; 
'CVilliam, who is pursuing a law course in 
Georgeton-n University, of Washington D. 
C. ; John, a pharnlacist of Danville, Illinois ; 
Grover, Emmet and Cecil, all of whom are 
with their parents. 

At the time of their marriage Mr. and 
Mrs. Gilmore began their domestic life in 
Coal Creek, Indiana, where he was engaged 

in mining coal. In 1575, however, he once 
more took up his abode in this city and was 
engaged in the retail liquor business in con- 
nection with his brother-in-law, Frank Cav- 
anaugh, a relation that existed for nine 
months. In 1877 Mr. Gilrnore established 
a retail liquor house in Germantown but once 
more took up his abode in this city in 1879 
and carried on business in the same line in 
the old St. James block. In 1885 he erected 
the first business block on Jackson street and 
removed his store to that building. In  1888 
he sold out to Neil Olson and opened a 
wholesale and retail liquor house next door to 
the courthouse on East Main street. There 
he continued until 1892, when he again built 
on Jackson street and engaged in the whole- 
sale liquor business until 1901, when he sold 
out to E. J. Epstein. On the 1st of Septenl- 
ber, I go I ,  he embarked in his present b~~siness 
under the firm name of the Merchandise 
Company, at No. 425 East Main street. 
Here he handles billiard tables, office and bar 
furniture, safes,. cash registers and desks, 
and has already secured a good patronage, 
receiving the support of many who had pre- 
viously known him in btlsiness relations and 
who recognized his right to a liberal share 
of the public support. Mr. Gilmore also 
owns a farm of one hundred and sixty acres 
in Fountain county, Indiana, and one hun- 
dred and sixty acres in Parke county, Indi- 
ana. This is underlaid by rich deposits of 
coal and is therefore very valuable. He also 
owns lead and zinc mining interests in Pitts- 
burg, Hickory county, Missouri, and his 
real estate holdings in Danville are valuable. 
-4 local paper said : "James Gilrnore, \?rho 
recently purchased the ground at the comer 
of Van Buren street and Washington avenue 
upon which at no. distant date he intends 
erecting a hotel, has a marked preference for 
comer lots. In fact, all of the property he 
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011-ns in the city is of that character. H e  
owns sisty-six feet at the corngr of Main and 
Jackson streets, eighty-six feet at the cor- 
ner of V m  Buren and Washington avenue, 
one hundred and twenty feet at the comer of 
Scott and College streets, eighty-eight feet 
at the comer of Main and McDonald, and 
residence property at the comer of Vernlil- 
ion and Davis streets. He  has more corner 
lot property in the business section of this 
city than any other individual." I t  will 
thus be seen that l l r .  Gilmore has made very 
extensive and judicious investments in prop- 
erty and his realty holdings return to him an 
excellent income. 

X Democrat in his political affiliations, 
Mr. Gilmore believes firmly in the principles 
of the party but has never been an office 
seeker. He  belongs to the St. Patrick's 
Catholic church and is a liberal contributor 
to its support. He  has also co-operated in 
n~any measures for the general good ancl 
Dam-ille has benefited by his efforts in her 
behalf. His business affairs have ever been 
capably conducted. Probably the real secret 
of his success is his untiring industry and his 
recog~ition of b~~siness openings. From the 
age of tn-elve years down to the present time 
he has been dependent entirely upon his own 
resources and steadily has he worked his 
way up~vard until he now occupies an en- 
viable and prominent position on the plane 
of affluence. H e  is a man of strong force 
of character, and is reliable and enterprising, 
and throughout Dam-ille James Gilmore is 
u-idel>- knou-n and highly respected. 

J. B. COURTNEY. 

Actively identified with coinmercial in- 
terests in Potomac for a quarter of a century 
Alr. Courtney has for t~venty years been re- 

garded as a popular, enterprising and suc- 
cessful druggist here. Since 1835 he has 
made his home in Illinois. H e  was born in 
Monongalia count>-, West Virginia, March 
2, 1824, and comes of Irish lineage. His 
father, Robert B. Courtney, was a native of 
the Emerald isle and when a lad of ten sum- 
mers crossed the briny deep to the neu- world 
with his parents, 11-110 settled in Virginia. 
There he 11-as reared and married, the lady 
of his choice being Miss Xary Courtney, 
ivho was a natil-e of the Old Dominion and 
was also of Irish lineage. In the war of 
1512 l I r .  Courtnej- served his countq- and 
held the commission of major. He  fol- 
lowed farming in IYest 1-irginia for many 
years and afteni-ard removed across the 
mountains to Ohio, settling near I-oungs- 
town, in Truinbull county, 11-here he again 
took up farm work about 1829. I t  was in 
that locality that he reared his family. His 
home \\-as in the midst of the green forest 
and cutting down the trees there he cleared 
a tract of land ~vhich he developed into rich 
and producti~e fields, making his honle upon 
that place until 1543, 11-hich was the yea'r of 
his remo~al  to Vermilion county, Illinois. 
Here he again became associated 11-ith 
pioneer conditions and a factor in pioneer 
work. H e  entered land here \\-it11 a land 
warrant. becoming the owner of a tract 
in lliddlefork ton-nship, upon ~vhich he spent 
his last days. passing away in 1866, when 
about sixty-sis years of age. His wife sur- 
\-ived him for about three years. In the 
famil>- of this worthy couple \\-ere nine chil- 
dren ~vho  reached years of maturit-, but the 
onl!- ones no\\- living are: J. B.. of this 
review: and l lrs .  Sarah Briggs, a \\-idow, 
11-110 is living in Kansas. 

In taking up the personal history of J. 
B. Courtney 11-e present to our readers the 
life record of one n-ho is 11-idel:- and favor- 
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ably known in Vermilion county, for d~lring 
the fifty-seven years of his residence here he 
has p ined  a wide acquaintance and has ever 
heen honored by reason of his genuine 
worth. His boyhood days were spent in 
Ohio, where his school privileges were Iimit- 
rd because the system of public education 
had scarcely been installed at  that time and 
had in no wise reached its present stage of 
perfection. During the short period of 
winter he ~ ~ o u l d  attend school but during 
the remainder of the year he nTas engaged in 
farm 11-ork, his training in that direction be- 
ing in no way meager. 

When a young man he came to Il!inois, 
where he was employed at farm work for 
zbout ttvo years and on the expiration of 
that period he return'ed to Trumbull county, 
Ohio, to wed the lady of his choice. He was 
there married on the 26th of December, 
1547, to Samantha Gruey, who was born in 
that county and mas a daughter of Henry 
Gruey, of German descent. Her people 
were early settlers of Pennsylvania, estab- 
lishing their home near Pittsburg. Henry 
Gruey became one of the first residents of 
Tn~mbull co~~nty,  Ohio, and in pioner tirnes 
bore an active part in the early development 
of that section of the state. After his mar- 
riage Mr. Courtney located in T r u m l ~ ~ ~ l l  
county, which remained his place of resi- 
dence for eight years, when in 1855 he re- 
turned to Vernlilion county. Here he pur- 
chased his father's farm, locating thereon. 

- He further improved the place. living there 
for twenty years. He then came to Poto- 
mac, being one of the first to establish a 
I~orne in the village. Here he embarked in 
the drug business and also conducted an im- 
plement business and since that time he has 
heen one of the active merchants of the town. 
He now carries a good stock of drugs and 
medicine, paints, oils and varnishes, and has 

a very enviable reputation because of his 
honorable dealing, his reasonable prices and 
his earnest desire to please his patrons. 

In ~Sgo Mr. Courtney purchased a lot 
and built his present residence, where he 
and his wife dispense cordial hospitality 
to their many friends. They are the parents 
of three children, of whom the eldest, J. R. 
Courtney, grew to mature years and \\-as 
married. He was associated with his father 
in business, but died on the 21st of Septem- 
ber, 1899. C. F. Courtney, the second son, 
died in 1879, at the age of twenty-five yenrs. 
Effie A. became the wife of Leu-is IVilber, 
a business man of Potomac, and died in 
April, 1899, leaving one son, Harold C. IVil- 
ber, who now makes his home with his 
grandparents. 

Originally Mr. Courtney \\-as an old line 
IVliig and cast his first presidential ballot 
for Zachary Taylor. He was identified with 
that party tlntil 1860, since \vl~ich time he 
has been an earnest Republican. He was 
elected and served for two terms as justice 
of the peace, has also been assessor, collector, 
and for eighteen years coillmissioner of high- 
ways. prosing most loyal to the trust rq>osed 
in him. Frequently he has been chosen as a 
delegate to county consentions. For eight 
years he has been police magistrate and over 
the record of his official career there falis 
no shadow of wrong nor suspiciot~ of evil. 
He and his wife are both nlenlbers of the 
Methodist Episcopal church and he 11-as one 
of the charter members of the 3Iasonic 
Lodge of Potomac. in 11-kich he served as 
secretary for a number of years. He has 
resided almost continuously in this county 
for fifty-seven years and therefore deserves 
to be classed among its honored pioneer res- 
idents, for it was in the day of its primitive 
development that he located within its 
borders. He is well known in Danville, in 
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Potomac and in northern and eastern por- 
tions of the county, and is respected by- all 
~vith 11-hon~ he has been associated because 
his life has been honorable; his cotlrse man- 
ly; his actions sincere and unaffected. He  
and his wife celebrated their golden wedding 
on the 26th of December, 1897, and their 
children 11-i th their families were present. -1 
year later lllany of their friends surprised 
them on the anniversary of their wedding 
by visiting their home and leaving behind 
them many substantial tokens of good will 
and esteem. They have IIO\\- traveled life's 
journey together for fifty-five years, shar- 
ing with each other in the joys and sorrows, 
the adversity and prosperity ~vhich has come 
to them, their mutual love and confidence 
increasing as the pears have passed by. 
Their lives have been so, ordered and directed 
that they have ~von the confidet-ice and re- 
gard of all with xvhom they have been asso- 
ciated and there are no more honored or 
respected residents in Potomac than J. B. 
Courtney and his wife. 

EVERETT C. SMITH 

Everett C. Smith, \vho is engaged in gen- 
e~-a1 iarnling on section IS. Elu-ood to\\-n- 
ship. \\-as born September 28. 1879, in this 
county, and is a son of Francis P. and Sarah 
J. (Canada?) Smith. His paternal grand- 
father n-as a native of Tennessee, and at the 
age of eighteen years came to ITern-iilion 
count>-, Illinois. in 1832, in company \I-ith 
his parents. a settlenlent being made on ~vhat 
is still kno~\-11 as the Smith farm. Here 
ke was reared anlid the wild scenes of fron- 
tier life and on reaching his majority he mar- 
ried AIiss Elizabeth Hester, 11-110 \\-as his 
1:eighbor. -Imong their children n-as Fran- 

cis P. Smith, who was born in El\vood town- 
ship and is now forty-eight years of age. 
He wedded Miss Canadaq- and they be,- 
their domestic life on the old home farm 
where they continued to reside until 1 % ~ .  

In that year they removed to Ridgefarm, 
where they are now living. Mr. Smith was 
the eldest of six children, the others being 
Mrs. Mary J. Canaday. of Indianola: Isaac 
B.. no\\- deceased: Mrs. -imanda Mills, of 
Vermilion Grove: P. H.. ~vho  is cashier in 
the bank at 1-ennilion Grove; and Mrs. 
Della Peck. of Point, Illinois. Mrs. 
Smith was the second of seven children, her 
brothers and sisters being John, lvl-io is liv- 
ing in Georgeto~vn: Charles, who resides at  
Ridgefarm ; Mrs. ,Annette JIilIs, deceased ; 
Mrs. Sophia Snapp. of Rochester, Indiana: 
J. Rice, ~vho is living in Georgeton-n; and 
\V. 0.. n-110 makes his hmle in Georgeton-n 
and is an attorney of Danville. 

Mr. and Mrs. Francis P. Smith became 
the parents of four childre11, the eldest of 
u-horn was the subject of this revieu-. The 
others are. Mrs. Ethel Forbes, \vho is now 
tu-enty-one years of age and resides at  Ridge- 
farnl; and Soble and Orrin, who are fifteen 
and thirteen years of age. respectively. and 
are attendit-ig school. In the comlnon 
schools Everett C. Smith acquired his 
prelin-iinar>- education \vhich \\-as supple- 
mented b!- stud;- in 1-errnilion Grove -&cad- 
em!-. He remained at home until twenty- 
three years of age. assisting in the cultil-a- 
tion and further c!e\-elopment of the farm. 
I-Ie \\-as then married to Miss Cora 11. Can- 
ada>-. the \veclding taking place or1 the 18th 
of June, 1903. The lady is a daughter of 
John F. an(! Emil>- Canatla>-, of 1-ermilion 
Grove. her father f01loi1-ing farming. She 
was born October 24. 1878. and has four 
sisters : Mrs. Grace L. llLalthall. of Quaker, 
Indiana : Carrie J.. Flora~ce and Flora, 11-ho 
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$ .  - are still with their parents. Mr. Canaday children. The Doctor spent his last days in 
and his brother Henry were both soldiers Missouri, having renloved to the \vest some 

. of the Civil war. When he volunteered time prior to his demise. 
. . her father was but a boy and was twice Hiram Haymes Bolls obtained his early 

brought back home, but each time he ran education in the common schools of his 
away again to rejoin his company and at  native state, but at the age of seven years 
length \Tias permitted to go to the front. acconlpanied his parents on their removal 

Mr. Smith is identified with the Quaker n-estu-ard and conlpleted his education in 
church and is a Democrat in his political Illinois. He aftern-ard engaged in merchan- 
affiliations, tvhile. fraternally he is con- dising in various places, including Chi- 
nected \\-it11 the Modern Woodmen of cago, Hloomington and Rockford. He came 
-America. He  is a young man possessing from Bloomington to Dandle' in 1894 and 
the enterprising spirit which dominates the here opened up his present b~~siness, that of 
west, and in his business affairs is meeting merchant tailoring. In the years which 
with creditable success. Both he and his hare since come and gone ile has secured a 
wife are popular residents of the commun- liberal and constantly growing patronage 
ity and have many friends in the county and to-day occul>ies a leading and creditable 
where they have ' always lived. position in business circles. He has had a 

practical education in the line of his chosen 
A ,*, calling and is notr located a t  So .  jo North 

HIZiAM. HAYNES BOLLES. 

Hiram Haynes Bolles was born in 
Cooperstown, New York, October 19, 1850, 
and is a son of Elisha A. and Clarissa (Pad- 
dock) Bolles, who were also natives of the 
Empire state. The father followed merchan- 
dising in his early life and during the last 

Irernliliol> street. where he carries a large 
and carefully selected line of goods and em- 
ploys good 11-orkmen. 

On the I jtll of March, 1877. Mr. Bolles 
\\-\-as united in marriage to hIiss Clara X. 
Saston, a native of ,4lrnont. 1Iichigan. 
Their marriage was celebrated in Chicago 
and has been blessed with tn-o children, 
,Addle L.. and Harry H. bIr. Bolles is a 

twenty years of his earthly career he devoted menlher of Eloonlingtotl Lodge No. 43, F. 
his time and energies to the practice of & -A. 11.. is also connected 11-it11 the hlodern 
medicine. He passed away in July, 1900, at IVoodmen of -America. the Impro\-ed Order 
the age of 80 years, while his wife died in of Red 111e11 and the Royal Circle, ~vhile in 
1869. In their family \\-ere four children politics he is a Democrat. He  served for 
of whom Hiranl .H. is t11e third in order of one term as a member of the city council 
birth. One sister, Martha L., became the 
wife of IYilliam P. Ross, a resident of 
Davenport, Iowa, and at her home in that 
city she passed away. The other members 
of the family are Mrs. Mary D. Saxton and 
MT. I?. Bolles. After the death of the mother 
of these children Dr. Bolles was again mar- 
ried and by the second ucion there were three 

in Rloomington. but has never been a poli- 
tician in the sense of office seeking, pre- 
ferring to devote his time and energies to 
his b~zsiness affairs. He belongs to the First 
Baptist church and is chairman of its board 
of trustees. Mr. Bolles has a finely balanced 
mind and \\-ell rounded character. He pos- 
sesses a goodly supply of that desirable 
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commodity--common sense-and this he 
'applies not only to  his business but to the 
various relations of life and as a citizen he 
is loyal and progressive, upholding every 
measure and mo.vement which he believes 
\\-ill contribute to the general progress and 
material advancement. 

HIRAM H. CATLETT. 

The subject of this sketch is one of lJir- 
ginia's native sons,-the state 11-hich has 
iurnished so many honored presidents of the 
Unitecl States. He was born on the ~ 1 s t  of 
October-, 1823, in Charlottesville, four miles 
from the residence of Thomas Jefferson. 
His grandfather 01-ned the land on which 
the University of Virginia zo;v stands. He is 
a son of Lawrence T. and Sally (Harmon) 
Catlett, both natives of Virginia, the latter 
born in Stanton, in which city she was reared 
and married. After their marriage this 
couple located in Charlottesville, remaining 
there until 1828. Mr. Catlett, Sr., was edu- 
cated for a lawyer, but not liking that pro- 
fession he learned the saddler's trade. In 
1828 he went to Tuscumbia, Alabama, and 
remained there a short time, removing thence 
to lTiinchester, Tennessee. He remained 
there for two years and then returned to 
Charlottesville, Virginia. He  remained 
thlere until 1835, when he went to Blooming- 
burg. Ohio. He there remained until Octo- 
ber I, 1846, when he came to Vermilion 
county, Illinois, arriving here on the 18th of 
October. 1846. Here he engaged in farm- 
ing. His death occurred July a, 1861. He 
was a Baptist in religious faith, a member 
of the Masonic fraternity and a stanch Dem- 
ocrat in political affiliations. He had been 
master of the lodge at Charlottes\-ille, Vir- 

ginia. He was a man of noble characteris- 
tics, benevolent to a fault, almost. He con- 
sidered it his bounden duty to share a part of 
his earnings and wealth 11-itb his fellon- men. 
No one ever came to him in distress that he 
did not receive immediate assistance. .As 
a consequence of his estreme benet-~ler?ce, 
the great 11-ezlth which he at one time pos- 
sessed  as devoted to charity, leaving him 
in only moderate circumstances in his de- 
clinirig yezrs. In times when he \\-as not so 
fortunate he XI-ould gather his famil: round 
!lim and ask for assistance from the Omfiip- 
otent giver of all good things. He 11-ould 
quote from the passage of scripture "Once 
I \\-as young but now I an1 old. but I have 
never seen the righteous forsaken or his 
seed begring bread." His prayers were cer- 
tainly ansn-ered, for he died in comfortable 
circumstances. The nobility of his charact- 
er was nade manifest in many deeds of kind- 
ness and acts of benevolence to\\-ard his fel- 
1011- men and he was ever an earnest Chris- 
tian man. and it may be said of him as of the 
just men of old. "He walked with God." 
His loving wife died January 10. 1871. ten 
years after the death of her husband. They 
were the parents of twelve children. six girls 
and six boys. but only tu-o are no\v living: 
Virginia, the wife of Dr. Charles Lamon, of 
Fairn~ount. Illinois. and. the subject of this 
re\-ielv. 

Hiram H. Catlett attended schoo! in 
Charlottesville. 1-irginia. in a log structure 
taught by IVilliam Smithson. He contin- 
ued his education in Ohio after his father 
had removed to that state. His studies were 
conducted during the winter months. while 
in vacation he assisted his father until he 
was ti\-en$-two years oi  age. He then told 
his father he had faith in the advice of Hor- 
ace Greeley. ~\-hich \\-as. "Go west. young 
man. and grow up with the country." He  
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proposed to follo~i this advice and his father 
and brother Harold accompanied him. They 
located in Vermilion county, near Fair- 
mount, Illinois. On his first arrival he spec- 
ulated in hogs and thereby lost all he and his 
brother possessed, besides three hundred dol- 
lars of borrowed money. However, they 
continued in the stockdealing business, buy- 
ing and selling hogs and cattle. In the year 
1857 Mr. Catlett had bad success in that 
line. but his creditors refused t o  cro~vd him. 
-Adversity only made him work the harder 
and the first year after this he made a pay- 
ment of ten per cent. on his indebtedness 
and finally he succeeded in paying it all. In  
the meantime, he had with his brother ac- 
cumulated over fifteen hundred acres of 
land and also a large amount of stock. H e  
now owns eight hundred acres of valuable 
land. The management of this he controls, 
but it is divided among his children. Mr. 
C a t l ~ t  has experienced both good and bad 
fortune, but in both he has retained his pres- 
ence of mind and his unfaltering energy has 
enabled him to succeed. He  is thoroughly 
a self-made man, but possesses pluck, self- 
reliance and endurance to a great degree. 
Not only is he disting~~isl~ed by reason of his 
landed possessions, but also by the good 
name he has won througl~ fair and honorable 
dealing with his fellow men. He  has pat- 
ronized nine clifierent colleges in giving his 
children college eclucations. Kot one of his 
boys uses tobacco in any form or spirits or 
liquor of any kind. His family is one of 
which to be proud, and his home is a large 
and attractive residence situated on a high 
knoll of land. giving it a picturesque appear- 
::ace, and from his home he can view his 
well tilled fields and I\-ell filled barns and 
granaries. The brother of Mr. Catlett also 
hecame \\-ell-to-do and died l h y  I ,  190-3. 

In 186; alone he lost seventeeen thousand 
dollars on hogs, and in 1575 he lost ten 
thousand dollars in corn and wheat. H e  
was one of the most shrewd manipulators 
of farm land deals in Vermilion county. 
-.it one time he made a profit of over five 
thousand dollars by winning a case which 
n-as taken through five courts. in regard to 
some swamp lands that he had entered. 

On the 13th of October, 1858, near Fair- 
mount, Illinois, Mr. Catlett was united in 
marriage to Lorinda Roudebush, who was 
born June 6. 1538, a daughter of Daniel and 
Ruth (Shotu-ell) Roudebush. Her father 
was a native of Germany and her mother 
was born in Clermont county, Ohio, in 1vi;hich 
county they were married and located, liv- 
ing there until his death, which occ~lrred in 
1843. Tile mother then married IVilliam 
Sailor. They came to Vermilion county in 
1Sj6 and his wife purchased a farm upon 
~vlrhich they made their home until their 
deaths. Mr.' Sailor died in Oak\vood, Illi- 
nois, and his wife passed away in 1861. 
She was the mother of eight chilclren. Un- 
to Mr. and Mrs. Catlett have been born six 
children, four of 1vhom are living. Nellie 
is the wife of D. C. ,Idams and they reside 
in Vance to\\-nship. George R. is a farimer 
of Vance to\~nship. Percy L. is in the hank- 
ing business at Escanaba. 3Iichigtn : ailti 
Corrinne is at home \\-it11 her father. 11s. 
Cntlett is a member of the Baptist church, of 
which his so11 George is trustee. In politics 
he favors the Prohibition party, but oil ques- 
tioils of national importance supl~orts the 
Deinclcratic party and is a great admirer of 
Y\Jilliam Jennings Bryan. H e  is a man of 
good heaith and fine constitutiol~. is a bril- 
. . 
~lant con\-ersationalist and is very popular 
in his comm~ulity, commanding the esteem 
:!nd respect of all. 
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'IVILL,TAI~l G. DOBBINS. 

'IVilliam G. Dobbins is the senior mem- 
ber of the firm of Dobbins 8i Lohr, tin, slate 
and gravel roofers, also sheet metal furnace 
workers, doing business at  Xo. a2 West 
Main street, in Danville. They are both 
young and enterprising business men. whose 
efforts add to the industrial activity and con- 
sequent prosperity of the city. Mr. Dobbins 
-\\-as born in Knox county, Ohio, April 6, 
1872, and \\-as only about a year old when 
brought to Dansille by his parents. His 
father was Samuel Dobbins a son of Samuel 
Dobbins, Sr.. a native of Sew York city. 
The grandfather made his start in the busi- 
ness world bj- lay-ing brick, later by speculat- 
ing in property. He  accumulated a con- 
siderable sun1 of money and early in the 
nineteenth century he removed to Ohio, 
where he purchased land and upon that in- 
~estnlent he realized a good margin. H e  
then came to Illinois and purchased ~i-llat 
was at that time considered to be the only 
coal lands in the state. He becanle one of 
the first settlers of the north\\-estern part of 
Danville toil-nship, no\\- kno\~-n as Tincher- 
ton. but for many years the district was called 
9obbins far~n.  He paicl four dollars per 
acre for this land which has since sold for 
one hundred clollars per acre, 11-hile to-clay it 
is 1-alued at one thousand dollars per acre. 
.At the time I I r .  Dobbins engaged in mining 
coal iroln his farm. customers came a dis- 
tance of from sistp to eighty miles to get this 
fuel. camping out along the way during the 
journey. T,antl acijoinit?g his farnl. before 
its \-due \\--as reco_gzized, sold for ten dollars 
per acre for ;he titllber tracts and t11-elye 
dollars per acre when it included both timber 
and land. Samuel Dobbins, Sr., was a ]nost 
enterprising. progressive business man. very 
fortmate in his investments because of his 

energy and keen foresight. He gained a 
handsome competence but never selfishly 
hoarded his means, being a liberal contrib- 
utor to  churches and to  missions. He be- 
queathed a fund of forty thousand dollars t o  
the Presbyterian Mission Board. In  The 
early dex-elopment of Vermilion county he 
was a very important character, taking an 
active part in its substantial upbuilding and 
improvement and leaving the impress of his 
individuality upon the early policies of this 
portion of the state. 

Sailluel Dobbins, the father of our sub- 
ject. was born in Ohio and \\-as reared on 
the home farm. -At the time of the Civil 
war he offered his services to the govem- 
ment and \\-as sent out with the boys in blue 
of Con~pany C, One Hundred and Twenty- 
fifth Illinois Infantry, with which he served 
for four years. -it the battle of 1\Iissionary 
Ridge he lost his left arm. Through ten 
years he engaged in the coal trade in Dan- 
ville, doing a retail business as u-ell as nlak- 
ing extensive shipments. He  \\-as united 
in marriage to JIinta Jane Bond also a native 
of Ohio. and both are now esteemed and 
I~onored residents of Danville. 

11-illiam G. Dobbins, n-hose 11an1e intro- 
duces this record,, came n-ith his parents to 
Dan\-ille in 1873 and at  the usual age he 
became a student in the public schools. there- 
in accluiring a good knoll-ledge in the English 
branches of learning that fitted hiill for life's 
practical duties. In his youth he served an 
apprenticeship to the tinner's trade ant1 in 
1889 he embarked in business on his oxn  
account in connection \\-it11 1l~i;illiam Lohr, 
as a nlember oi the firm of Dobbins & Lohr. 
'This finn has since enjoyed a continuous es- 
istence in 11-l~ich a large trade has been 
gained. They- take and esecute extensive 
contracts for slate and gravel roofing and 
for sheet metal work as \\-ell as the placing 
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of furnaces. Their patronage is now large 
and profitable for they have gained a leading 
position in this line of commercial activity in 
this city. 

In  1894 Mr. Dobbins was united in mar- 
riage to  Miss Lena Hastings, a daughter of 
John Hastings, and they hive one child, 
Leonard. Mr. Dobbins belongs to the Mod- 
ern Woodmen of America and he and his 
wife hold membership in the Kimber Aletho- 
dist Episcopal church. Thfeir circle of 
friends in the community is extensive and 
the hospitality of Danville's best homes is 
extended to them. 

LVILLIA M RAY JEWELL. 

IV. R. Jewell was born in Taylorville, 
Kentucky, -4ug~1st 7, 1837; removed with 
parents to Sullivan county, Indiana, in 1841 : 
early education in log schoolhouses from 
Hoosier school masters. Learned the trade 
of printer in Terre Haute ancl also studiecl 
Ian-. getting books and kind instruction 
from that 'grand old man, Colonel R. W. 
Thompson. Taught school several terms ; 
went to Northwestern Christian University, 
Indianapolis, now Eutler College, Irvington. 
Indiana. IYhen the war of the sixties came. 
he macle speeches for the Union cause and 
helped to recruit several regiments. En- 
listed in the Seventy-second Indiana Infantry. 
as private, promoted to lieutenant: was in the 
famous TVilder Brigacle of mounted in- 
fantry. 

Lieutenant Jewell was one of several 
soldiers in the front who were sent home 
on request of Governdr hxorton in the sum- 
mer of 1563. to give two months in speak- 
ing and explaining. to good but wavering 

citizens, that the emancipation proclamation 
and proposal to enlist n e g o  troops were 
necessary for saving the Union and saving 
lives of 1-Tnion troops. 

Governor Morton gave Lieutenant 
Jewel1 a Captain's commission, stationed at  
Indianapolis. He liked field duty better and 
went to the Seventh Indiana, ,Army of the 
Potomac. He n-as in many skirmishes and 
battles, including battles oi Frankfort. 
Kentucky, Crab Orchard. Huntsville, Ten- 
nessee, Stone Iiiver and all the bloody bat- 
tles of the 11-ilderness and siege of Rich- 
mond. He was one of six brothers who 
were in the Union Army, three of whom 
lost their lives and two others were dis- 
abled for life. His health also was much 
broken. 

Mr. Te~vell finished his classic college 
course after the war and entered the min- 
istrv of the Church of Christ, in which he 
was successful; on account of his liberal 
view he resigned as preacher and took up 
newspaper ~vork, established the Danville 
News. nreekly and Daily, and has edited 
it for almost thirty years. The paper is 
a recognized power in the Republican party. 
He also aided to organize the Illinois Print- 
ing Company, Danville. and was an officer 
in the company for years. being secretary, 
president and manager. Mr. Jewel1 is an 
able speaker and has taken part in all Re- 
publican campaigns since 1856. casting his 
first vote for Abraham Lincoln: was elector 
for Garfield. 1880. Harrison. 1888. and Mc- 
Kinley in 1896. Has been chairman of the 
Vermillion county Republican central com- 
mittee for about thirty years: been a long 
time a familiar figure at state and national 
conventions. and is so skilled in drawing 
platforms that he is called "Old Resoluter." 
He has been the close personal friend and 
counselor of Hon. Joseph G. Cannon, the 
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distinguished representative of the Danville 
district, during his political career. He  is 
much in demand as an all round orator for 
political, fraternal, Chautauqua and other 
addresses; is also called upon to talk at 
funerals of liberal people and is remrded by 
many as a pastor at large. All classes and 
kinds of people come to him and pour into 
his sympathetic ear their tales of trouble and 
disappointment. He is yet active though suf- 
fering from diseases contracted in the army. 
He  is a devoted home maker and considers 
their family of seven children, all grow-n, 
five boys and two girls, the crown of ?I-ealth 
and glory of his noble wife and himself. 

Mr. Jewell has well and efficiently served 
the city of Danville as postmaster under 
Harrison, Cla-eland, McKinley and Rmse- 
velt. The first appointment made by Pres- 
ident McKinley was that of him as post- 
master of this city. In his conduct of the 
office he has known no man's politics. His 
object has been to give the people the best 
possible mail service and he has accomplished 
his purpose. 

Mr. .[e~vell, nest to Mr. Cannon, has 
been the controling force in shaping the pol- 
icy of the Republican party in this district 
since the '70s. In controversial politics he 
has been a gladiator that the party has 
constantly called to the forum. He  has met 
many foemen worthy of his steel, and they 
have always felt it. His friends regard Mr. 
Jell-ell as one of the most fertile men of 
this state. The emergency has never arisen 
that he could not meet. Often the central 
committee has been disappointed in the 
coming of some famous speaker. Mr. Jewell 
pron~ptly took his place. and the audience 
has usually been thankful for the disappoint- 
ment. On one occasion, it is said, he spoke 
five hours to hold the crowd until the speaker 

came, and the crowd stayed with him. 
Great gifts were showered upon Mr. Jewel1 
as a speaker and he has allvays made splen- 
did use of them. He is forcefu1, clear and 
logical. He speaks from a mind ~vell stored 
and a heart running over with the milk of 
human kindness, and never fails to convince 
the intellect or touch the heart and sympa- 
thy of his hearers. His fund of illustrative 
stories is as illimitable as Lincoln's and he is 
as ready in applying them. He has kept 
audiences in hearty laughter, sober thought 
or sympathetic tears on almost every ros- 
trum in this state. In politics, hlr. Ja-ell 
is a general as well as a leader. In his long 
service as chairman of the county central 
committee. he has so handled matters as to 
a v i d  conflict in the party. 

In the first hIcKinley campaign, he 
could have carried this county against in- 
struction for McKinley, but the unity of the 
party was of more consequence than victory 
on his part, so he permitted the instruction 
to carry. He has been able to see trouble 
a long distance ahead and thereby avoid it. 
In this community Mr. Javell has been a 
great force for good, he is kind hearted, con- 
siderate and forgiving. He has constantly 
stood for good citizenship. pure politics, the 
school house and the church. 

\ITithout doubt he could have been gover- 
nor of this state. and when the matter was 
seriouslq- proposed to him. he said : "I can't 
raise my boys right and be governor. God 
gave me nq- boys and I will stand by them". 
-1Vithout alnbition for himself he has con- 
stantly lent a kind and attentivk ear to the 
aspirations of others. By his personal ex- 
ample, his speeches and the Danville News, 
William Ray Jewel1 has left his permanent 
impress on Vermilion county and the state 
of Illinois. 
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. - iqTILIAIAA1 F. HEENEY. lile he has engaged in agricultural pursuits 
and he began earning his own living by 

\Yilliam Fletcher Keenley, a resident managing his father's farm 11-hich he con- 
farmer o i  Catlin township living on section trolled uiltil after the father's death. He 
34, was born on the 1st of October, 1843, continued to live on the home place and 
in Vermilion county, a mile and a quarter later purchased forty acres of his present 
northwest of his present home. He is a home just west of the town of Catlin. He 
son of Thomas H. Keeney, who was born now omrls a valuable tract of three hundred 
on the 12th of March, 1803, near the vil- and forty acres, well drained and tiled and 
lage of Le~visburg, in Greenbrier comty, supplied with all modem equipments, ac- 
West Virginia, and after arriving at years cessories and conveniences. He  raises large 
of maturity was married in that state to quantities of grain and he also has good 
Miss Elizabeth Caraway, born March 31, pasture lands which furnish feed for his 
1810, in Greenbrier county, West Virginia. stock. He  liandles about forty head of cat- 
In the year 1831 they came to  Vlermilion tle annually, and this materially increases 
county. -4t that time the country was new his income. The first plon- which he saw 
and unbroken and full of game. The fa- used had a wooded mold board and corn 
ther of our subject first rented land and later was cultivated 1%-ith the single shovel. He  
purchased some school land, constituting never wore anything but home made cloth- 
the farm upon which the subject of this ing until he was a young man of about six- 
review was born and reared. Throughout teen years, and the various esperiences, 
his residence here Thomas H. Keeney car- hardships and trials of frontier life became 
ried on agricultural pursuits and also en- familiar to 11im. Ilo~r-ever. in his business 
gaged in the raising of graded stock, both career he has prosperecl and as the years 
branches of his business returning to him haw passed his hard 11-ork and careful man- 
a good income. In his fainily were nine agement 11a1-e brought to him a very desira- 
children, six sons and three daughters, all ble illcome and a handso~lle competence. 
of whom reached years of maturity wit11 the On the 13th of October, ISSO, Mr. 
exception of one that died in infancy. Our Keelley \\-as united in marriage to Miss 
subject was the seventh in order of birth 34ary ;I. Richards, lvho was born in Floyd 
and his sister, Mrs. Amanda Carnes, resides cou!lty, Indiana, July 16. 1850. and is a 
on the adjoining farm to the \vest of his claughter of James and Mary Richards, who 
present home. Both parents are now de- removed from Indiana to Vermilion county, 
ceased. Their children were: H. F., settling in Georgetown to\\-nship. Mr. 
David, John A., Lucretia V., James T., Jo- Keeney has witnessed almost the entire de- 
seph S., \Villiam F.. Mary E., and Amanda, velopn~ent of this portion of the state. His 
now Mrs. Carnes, all of whom are now de- father drove to the county in a covered 
ceased except W. F. and Mrs. Carnes. wagon drawn by horses, and it required 

In a manner similar to that of most boys several 11-eeks to make the trip. but at length 
of the period 'IVilliam F. Keeney \\-as he reached his destination and settled at the 
reared, working on thce farm through the edge of the timber in an old log cabin on the 
summer months while in the winter seasons farm of Charles Caraway. Chicago was 
he attended school. Throughout his entire then the market, and Eugene and Percival 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



THE BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 

on the IVabash? for Danville I\-as but a ril- 
lage. 3Ir. Keeneq- can remember when 
\Vest Main street in Danville was over- 
grown \\-it11 jack oaks and hazel brusb The 
incoming settlers, hen-ever, soon 11-rougl~t 
a change in all this and in the work of de- 
velopment, improvement and progress lver- 
lnilion county has kept abreast with other 
portions of the state. hlr. Keeney is a sup- 
porter of the Republican party in which he 
has firm faith since attaining his majority. 
He and his wife attend the IIethodist church 
of Catlin and he served on its building com- 
mittee at  the time of the erection of its house 
of ~vorship. For a number of years he has 
been a member of the Fair -Association, for 
three years he \\-as its vice president and for 
ten years one of its directors, sen-ing in the 
former position at  the time the association 
was abandoned. In Catlin Lodge. 11. I\-. 
A., in 11-l-hich he holds membership, he has 
held office, and both he and his wife are 
connected with the Royal Neighbors. They 
are people of genuine worth, widely knoxn 
in this locality, and their friends are manj-. 

gumbered anlong the practitioners of 
Danville. the public has passed favorable 
jud,gment up011 the ability and labors of Dr. 
Bran-n, 11-ho was born in E(nos\;ille. Tennes- 
see, -April 9. 1830. his parents being Francis 
G. and l l a q -  (Bell) Brown. the former a 
native of Virginia and the latter of Tennes- 
see. They were married in Knosl-ille and in 
1838 came to Illinois. settling in liacoupin 
county. 11-here the father engaged in farm- 
ing. Subsequently he removed to Chester- 
field. this state. where his death occurred in 
1876. In politics he was a life-long Demo- 

crat and he was a member of the Baptist 
church. His wife died in 1864. and he af- 
tenyard married again. Of the nine chil- 
dren born of the firs: union. the folio\\-ing 
is the record : Elizabeth. deceased wife of 
George S. Huskej-: lo1111 H.. a resident of 
Carlim-ille. Illinois. \\-I10 married Martha 
Huskey. nou- deceased: llalinda. deceased 
wife of Joseph Rafferty. of Fort 11-orth, 
Tesas : IT-. -4.. of this re\-ieu- : Kate. wife of 
Elisha Harl~or,. of Barton county. 3lissouri ; 
Id. 11.. n-110 served three years in the Civil 
war. being slightlj- \\-ounded in the famous 
three days' fight at  Shiloll. and died in Los 
-1ngeles. California. \yhere he was the11 
making his home: Naq -  Jane. who was 

'married and is non- deceased: Laura and 
Harriet. t\\-ins. the former the 11-idow of 
Charles Saunders and a resident of Green- 
field. Illinois. and the latter the u-ife of John 
Leach. of Chesteriielcl. Illinois. 

Dr. Erown began his education in a sub- 
scription school held in an old log house in 
Kilos countx-. Tennessee. and follo11-ing the 
renlol-a1 of the ian~ily to Macoupin county, 
Illinois. he pursued his studies in the  com- 
nlon schools ~ ~ n t i l  eighteen years of age. af- 
ter \\-hicl? he engaged in farming with his 
father until he attained the age of twenty 
years. Subsecluentl\- he carried on farming 
on his o\\-11 account for t ~ o  !-ears and nest 
entered the Ion-a T_-niversity as a student in 
the I<eokuli Medical School. This \\-as fol- 
lo\\-ed by stud!- in JlcDo~\-ell College of St. 
Louis. In the inter\-a1 he had practiced 
meclicine to some estent and he later located 
in Renick. l\tissouri, a station on the 11-a- 
bash Railroad in Randolph county. where 
he remained in practice until 1862. He  
\\-as then appointed assistant stlrgeon in the 
First Provisional Slissouri Regiment and 
was in active service in 11Iissouri. remaining 
in the army for two and one-half years. 
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